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If  anything  of  an  ad  verso  natiiro,  could 
be  supposed  to  mingle  with  the  grnLiliea- 
tion  I  have  experienced  in  wilnesslng  the 
unusual  interest  which  has  been  manifested 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  in  attending 
the  lectTu-es  of  the  past  winter,  it  is  a 
consciousness  of  my  inability  to  dischai'ge 
in  a  proper  manner  the  obligation,  into 
which  I  inadvertently  entered.  Fi-eling 
and  acknowledging  this,  I  make  no  other 
apology. 

It  will  probably  be  expected,  that,  in 
compliance  with  the  custom  established 
by  those  who  have  preceded  me,  I  should 
announce  the  subject  to  which  I  propose  to 
invite  your  attention.  In  doing  this,  I 
must  take  the  liberty  to  say  that,  if  I  had 
succeeded  agreeably  to  my  wishes,  I  would 
venture  to  call  it  a  History  of  Southhridge, 
but  having  found  it  extremely  ditlicult  to 
obtain  materials,  documents, etc., in  relation 
to  that  part  which  would  be  most  intei-est- 
ing  to  all,  I  mean  the  tirst  settlement  and 
early  progress  of  this  place  towards  the 
state  in  which  we  now  lind  it,  I  prefer  that 
what  I  may  offer  this  evening  should  be 
considered  as  a  historical  sketch  of  the 
early  settlement  of  our  country,  with  the 
growth  and  progress  of  towns  in  Massachu- 
setts, intending  at  the  same  time  to  pre- 
sent you  with  the  best  result  I  have,  as  yet, 
been  able  to  obtain  by  inquiries  and 
researches  for  the  history  of  this  town. 

It  is  probably  well  known  to  most  of 
those  who  are  present,  that  the  lirst  exist- 


ence of  Southhridge,  as  a  town,  is  of 
lecent  (late.  It  was  incorpoi-ated  in  181(). 
The  tiuritoiy  of  which  it  is  composed  was 
taken  from  the  towns  of  Sturbi-idge, 
(Jharlton  and  Dudley  and,  of  course,  iL  is 
now  boiuided  on  the  east  by  the  latter 
town,  north  l)y  ('harlt(m,  west  by  Stur- 
bridge,  and  south  by  Connecticut  line,  or 
Woodstock.  Considerably  more  than  half 
of  the  territory,  and  of  the  (population  was 
taken  from  JSturbridge. 

It  will  be  seen  at  once,  that  so  far  as 
ancient  history  is  our  object  we  can  refer 
only  to  the  history  of  our  three  pai'(mt 
towns  ;  that  is,  in  relation  to  all  those  facts 
concerning  their  municipal  and  other 
affairs  of  which  they  have  public  records. 
From  these  we  can  get  but  little  informa- 
tion which  will  apply  very  definitely  to 
those  parts  whit'h  noN\  compose  this  town. 
The  greatest  dillicidty,  howevei',  is  not  here. 
The  public  records  of  any  town  do  not 
contain  those  facts  and  details,  those 
apparently  ti'ifling  matters,  which  are 
suffered  to  pass  unnoticed  at  the  time,  but 
which  truly  exhibit  ami  illustrate  the 
character,  manners  and  customs  of  the 
times,  and  the  state  of  society,  and  to 
Avhich  posterity  will  always  look  back  with 
the  most  lively. interest. 

Had  I  undertaken  this  task  ten  or  fifteen 
years  since,  there  were  those  in  existence 
who  could  readily  liave  fuinished  almost, 
if  not  (piite,  all  the  information  requisite 
to  form  a  correct  and  valuable  history  of 
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everytlihig  material  in  tlic  transactions  of 
tliis  place  from  the  time  the  first  wander- 
ers penetrated  into  the  M  ilderness  hitlier, 
to  look  out  a  place  for  themselves  and 
their  offspi'ing.  But  alas!  they  have  one 
l)y  one  heen  passing  olf  the  stage;  and  thus 
we  have  suffered  to  he  extinguished  with- 
out using  those  lights  hy  which  we  might 
liave  taken  views  of  the  past,  where  now 
all  is  dark  and  ohscure.  It  is  rellections  of 
this  nature,  which  more  than  a  hope  of 
entertaining  an  audience,  have  induced 
me  to  call  attention  to  the  subject  of  these 
remarks,  and  I  would  embrace  this  oppor- 
tunity to  suggest  for  intpiiry,  whether  there 
is  not  generally  auiongst  us,  an  inexcusable 
deficiency  in  a  knowledge  of  history,  par- 
ticularly the  history  of  oiu"  own  country,  1 
mean  that  kind  of  knowledge  which  is  of 
any  considerable  value.  In  all  our  reading 
and  study,  do  we  not  content  ourscdves 
with  merely  skimming  the  surface,  uncon- 
scious of  the  rich  treasures  which  lie  be- 
runith  and  which  a  minute  and  careful 
examination  would  unfold  to  our  view. 
There  are  in  history  as  in  everything  else 
two  entirely  different  kinds  of  knowledge; 
the  one  superlicial  which  can  have  but 
little  impression  on  the  mind,  the  other 
philosophical,  critical,  and  which  is  calcu- 
lated to  impart  to  the  mental  qualities  of 
the  indiviilual,  the  true  natui-e  of  the  object 
oi'  event  on  which  it  is  exercised.  JNIost  of 
us,  no  doubt,  have  some  vague  and  general 
notions  of  great  leading  events  which  have! 
happened  somewhere,  at  some  time,  and 
in  which  some  distinguished  persons  were 
concerned,  but  how  few  can  tell,  how  few 
indeed  ever  imiuire,  where,  when,  these 
events  took  place,  and  who  were  the  dis- 
tinguished actors,  llow  few,  in  short, 
trouble  themselves  about  the  particu- 
lars, places,  times,  dates,  comparisons  and 
connected  views  of  all  these. 

The  ideas  which  led  to  these  remarks 
were  snggested  to  me  by  the  discovery  of 
their  appropriate  application  to  myself, 
and  which  was  the  first  and  most  important 
fact  I  discovered  in  the  course  of  the  inves- 
tigations I  have  made  on  the  subject  of  our 
history ;  and  it  appeared  to  me  so  impor- 
tant, that  I  thought  it  might  be  of  some 
use  to  others. 

By  way  of  introduction,  I  must  ask  your 


attenti(jn  to  a  vei-y  brief  statement,  in  the 
order  of  time,  of  some  of  the  pi'incipal 
events  in  the  early  history  of  our  country, 
confining  these  mostly  to  ISrassachusctls; 
and  I  would  urge  the  importance  of  attend- 
ing to  the  dates  of  these  events. 

The  first  discovery  of  land,  not  before 
known  to  the  eastern  nations  was  made 
l)y  Columbus  in  Oct.  1402,  (;144  years  since.) 
This  land  was  the  West  India  islands  near 
this  continent. 

The  continent  was  discovered  by  the 
same  distinguished  navigatoi' in  Aug.  I-IUS, 
near  the  UKnitli  of  the  river  Oj-Iuoco  in 
.Soutli  America. 

In  June  14*.>T,  the  island  of  Newfoundland 
was  discovered  ])y  John  and  Se])aslian 
Cabot,  who  sailed  from  ]']ngland ;  and  in 
tlu>  same  year,  soon  after,  tlu'se  uummn  hose 
names  should  l)e  rememl)ei'ed  discovercMl 
Canada,  Xova  .Se(jtia,  New  England,  and 
the  soutlK.'rn  states. 

In  ir)12,  John  I'once  de  Leon  discovered 
Florida;  he  was  from  Spain. 

In  l."):M,  Janu'S  ('artier  N\as  sent  by  tlie 
king  of  France,  entcu'cd  the  gulf  of  Law- 
rence, and  in  lo.'vj  he  made  another  voyage 
and  sailed  up  the  river  and  visited  i\Io]i- 
treal,  which  was  then  the  place  of  resort 
for  all  the  Indians  of  CJanada. 

Thcsi^  discovei'ies,  ])y  tlu' sevei-al  subjects 
()f  (ireat  IJrilain,  Fraiu'e  and  Spain,  laid 
the  foundations  of  th(^  claims  of  those 
nations  to  the  teri'itory,  aiid  from  these 
claims  arosi?  the  wars,  which  from  a  short 
time  after  the  settlement  of  our  country  by 
the  English,  till  about  the  time  of  our 
revolution,  at  different  periods,  embroiled 
the  early  settlers,  and  caused  great  trouble, 
expense,  and  loss  of  lives. 

In  1541,  the  river  Mississippi  was  discov- 
ered l)y  Ferdinaiul  de  Soto,  a  Spaniard. 

In  158^1,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  entei-ed 
Pamlico  sound,  in  North  Carolina,  ami  on 
his  return  to  England  the  name  of  Virginia 
was  given  to  tlie  whole  country  by  Que(m 
Lli/abeth. 

In  l()t)2,  Bartholomew  Gosnold  discov- 
ered the  promontory  at  Cap(^  Cod  in  ISfassa- 
chusetts. 

In  1(507,  the  first  permanent  settlement 
was  made  in  North  America,  at  James- 
town in  Vii'ginia. 

In  the  year  previous,  April  10,  lOOO, 
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Jaincs  I,  king  of  England,  made  a  division 
of  what  was  tlion  called  Virginia,  into  two 
colonics;  both  included  they  extended  from 
tlie  ;>4th  to  the  45th  degrees  of  north  lati- 
tude. Tlie  Southern  colony  he  granted  by 
letters  patent  to  Sir  Thomas  Gates,  Sir 
George  Somers,  and  others  under  the  name 
of  the  liOndon  comi)any.  Tlu?  Northern, 
called  the  second  colony,  he  granted  to 
other  persons,  Thomas  llanham,  JJaleigh 
Gilbert,  etc,  by  the  name  of  the  Plymouth 
company,  (lirst  grants.) 

In  1009,  Henry  Hudson,  an  Englishman, 
in  the  service  of  the  Dutch  East  India 
company  discovered  Hudson's  river  and 
sailed  along  the  coast  from  ('ape  Cod  to  ;]0 
degrees  north  latitude.  This  was  the 
foundation  of  the  Dutch  claims  to  this 
part  of  the  country, 

Jn  1()14  (or  the  states  general,  or 

republic  of  Holland,  granted  to  certain 
Dutch  merchants  a  patent  for  an  exclusive 
right  to  trade  on  the  Hudson  river,  and 
they  erected  two  forts,  one  at  Albany  the 
ot  lici'  at  New  A'ork.  This  gave  rise  to  con- 
tentions for  authority,  etc.,  till  l()(i4,  when 
the  country  was  subdued  by  England, 

In  1()10,  the  first  provincial  legislation 
ever  held  in  this  country  -was  convened  at 
Jamestown;  it  consisted  of  (h^legates 
chosen  by  the  people. 

In  ]()14,  the  celebrated  Capt.  J-ohn  Smith 
who  had  formerly  been  out  to  Virgiuia 
and  returned  to  England,  sailed,  with  two 
ships  to  North  Virgiuia,  (or  N.  C.)  and 
ranged  the  coast  from  Penobscot  to  Cape 
Cod,  making  a  more  minute  discovery  than 
had  yet  been  done.  He  formed  a  map  of 
the  country,  which  on  his  return  to  Eng- 
land he  presented  to  Prince  Charles,  who, 
being  much  pleased  with  Smith's  descrip- 
tion, gave  it  the  name  of  New  England. 

In  1()20,  Dec,  22,  the  company  of  Pin-i- 
tans,  101  in  nuuiber  landed  at  Plymouth. 

In  the  same  year,  Nov.  3,  King  James  I, 
by  letters  patent,  incorporated  the  Duke  of 
liCnox  and  others  by  the  nanu^  of  the 
"Council  established  at  Plymouth  (Eng- 
land,) in  tlie  country  of  Devon,  for  plant- 
ing, ruling,  ordering  and  governing  New 
England  in  America,"  and  granted  to  them 
their  successors,  etc.,  all  that  part  of 
America  lying  from  40  to  48  degrees  north 
latitude,  and  extemling  east  and  west  from 


sea  to  sea.  This  is  the  basis  of  all  the 
patents  in  New  England  under  which 
the  counti-y  was  settled.  It  had  befoi'c,  it 
will  be  recollected,  been  called  North 
Virginia. 

In  1003  and  1000,  Marten  Pring,  an  Eng- 
lish navigator,  visited  the  coast  of  Maine, 
and  made  some  discoveries  of  its  rivei's 
and  bays.  A  settlement  was  attempted  in 
]0()7  by  the  Plymouth  company  of  England, 
but  it  did  not  succeed. 

In  1022,  Sir  Eei'dinando  Geoi'ges  and 
C-apt.  jNIason  obtained  from  the  council  of 
Plymouth  a  grant  of  the  territory  lying 
between  the  I'ivers  Merrimac  and  Sagada- 
hok,  or  Kennebec,  and  in  the  next  year, 
1023,  connnenced  settlements  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Pascataqua,  ami  at  Dover,  which 
were  the  tirst  in  New  Hampshire. 

The  company  which  had  settled  at 
Plymouth  in  1020  had  no  title  when  they 
landed;  they  had  obtained  a  patent  from 
the  South  Virginia  company  and  intended 
to  settle  m^ar  the  mouth  of  the  Hudson, 
but,  when  in  sight  of  Sandy  point,  or  Cape 
Malabar,  in  Chatham,  or  perhaps  having 
passed  on  towards  New  York  they  were 
deterred  by  tlie  dangerous  shoals,  the 
breakers  and  the  stormy  season  from  pro- 
ceeding, and  returiU'd  round  the  point  of 
the  cape  and  landed  at  Plymouth,  as  be- 
fore stated.  They  were  soon  apprised  of 
the  grant  to  the  council  of  Plymouth,  which 
included  the  place  where  they  had  conclud- 
ed to  settl(\  They,  however,  entered  into 
negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  the  lands, 
and  in  1027  obtained  a  i)atentfor  the  same, 
with  authority  to  establish  a  government. 

In  1027,  jNfarch  10,  Sir  Henry  Rosewell, 
Sir  John  Young,  Thomas  Southcott,  John 
Humphrey,  John  Endicott  and  Simon 
Whetcombe  obtained  from  the  council  of 
Plymcruth  a  grant  of  that  part  of  New  Eng- 
land lying  three  miles  south  of  Charles 
river  and  three  miles  north  of  Merrimac 
liver.  In  the  next  year,  March  4,  1028, 
Charles  I,  king  of  England,  granted  and 
conlirmed  the  same  to  the  persons  before 
mentioned,  and  their  associates,  being 
twenty  others.  And  in  this  grant  or 
charter  powers  of  government  wei-e  given 
them,  by  the  name  of  the  "(Jovernor  and 
company  of  the  Massacluisetts  Bay  in  New 
England."    This  Avas  to  be  the  name  of 
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tlio.  company,  incliuling  tlie  porsoiis  to 
wlioni  the  grant  was  now  niado,  "and  all 
such  others  as  shall  hereafter  be  admitted 
and  made  free  of  the  company,  etc,  and 
they  were  to  have  one  governor,  one  deput  y 
governor  and  eighteen  assistants  of  the 
same  company  to  he  from  time  to  time 
constituted,  elected,  and  chosen  out  of  the 
freemen  of  the  said  company  for  the  time 
])eing,  etc.,  which  said  ollicers  shall  apply 
themselves  to  take  care  for  the  best  dispos- 
ing and  ordering  of  the  general  business 
and  affairs  of,  for,  and  concerning  the 
said  lands,  etc,  and  the  plantation  thereof, 
and  the  government  of  the  people  there." 
The  governor,  lieutenant  governor  and 
assistants  were  to  hold  and  keep  a  court  or 
assembly  of  themselves,  for  the  better 
ordering  and  directing  of  their  aifairs  once 
a  month  or  ofteuer;  and  upon  ev(M'y  last 
Wednesday  in  Hilary,  p]aste]-.  Trinity,  and 
]\lichas  terms  respectively,  they  were  to 
hold  one  great,  general  and  solemn  assem- 
bly, to  l)e  styled  and  called  the  four  great 
and  general  courts.  At  these  great  and 
general  courts,  "the  governor  or  lieuten- 
aiit  governor,  and  such  of  the  assistants 
and  freemen  of  said  company  as  shall  be 
present,  or  the  greater  number  of  them,  so 
assembled,  etc.,  shall  have  power  toclioose, 
nominate  and  appoint  such  and  so  many 
others  as  they  shall  think  lit,  and  ttiat  shall 
be  willing  to  accept  the  same,  to  be  free- 
nxQ.n  of  said  company  and  body,  etc. 
And  on  the  last  Wednesday  in  Piaster 
term  yearly  the  governor,  deputy  governor 
and  assistants  were  to  l)e  newly  chosen  in 
the  said  general  court  by  such  greater  part 
of  the  said  company  as  sliould  be  present." 

Here  we  have  the  foundation  for  a 
colony  in  Massachusetts,  and  the  origin  of 
our  state  government.  This  last  Wednes- 
day in  Easter  term,  was  what  has  ever  been 
our  "Election  day,"  until  the  late  altera- 
tion of  the  constitution,  and  indeed  we  are 
not  yet  disposed  to  give  it  up.  It  is,  and 
probably  will  for  a  long  time,  be  regarded 
as  a  holiday. 

The  first  settlement  under  this  charter 
was  made  in  1028  at  Salem,  by  John 
Endicott  and  about  KH)  others.  In  the 
next  year  Mr.  Endicott  was  appointed 
governor,  being  then  in  the  colony, 
and  about  800  others  ])rovided  with  rattle 


and  other  necessaries  sailed  from  P^ngland, 
and  arrived  at  JSalem  in  June  K»2'J,  but 
about  2(!<t  of  these,  not  liking  the  situation 
of  Salem  went  on  to  Charlestown. 

Ther(>  had  a  few  years  before  been  some 
attempts  at  settlement  in  other  places  as 
"Nantask(U,  Weynioulb.  Cape  Ann,  and 
Mount  WoUiston,  in  C^uincy;  but  Ihey  did 
not  succeed. 

In  the  same  year  in  wluch  Endicott  and 
others  commenced  at  Salem,  1028,  John 
Winthrop,  Isaac  Johnson,  Thomas  CJoffe, 
Mr.  Dudley,  C'raddocke,  Sir  liichard 

Saltonstall  and  others  purchased  of  1-vose- 
well  and  the  company  associated  with  him 
tlieir  rights  in  the  patent.  'J  h(^se  ])eople 
spent  more  than  a  year  in  lingland  in 
making  preparations  to  remove  to  tbeii-  new 
country.  At  a  kind  of  court  holden  Oct. 
20.  1U20,  they  chose  John  W  inlbro]i  gover- 
nor, 'I'hoinas  Dudley  deputy  goveriioi';  and 
the  assistants  according  to  the  charter 
were  then  <  hos<>n,  oi-  at  sonu*  time  previ- 
ous. 

In  the  spring  of  lO.'^O  the  governor,  deputy 
governor,  eleven  assistants  and  about  ]5(  0 
persons  of  ditferent  trades  ami  occiipations 
sailed  from  England.  There  were  17  ves- 
sels employed  in  the  transportation  of  this 
company.  Four  of  the  largest  cleared  the 
English  Ohannel,  and  on  Saturday,  the  12th 
of  July,  they  came  to  anchor  in  the  harbor 
of  Salem.  On  the  Thursday  of  next  week 
the  governor  and  some  of  his  friends  went 
to  "the  jNlassachusetts,"  as  it  was  then 
called  in  distinction  from  Naumkeag  or 
Salem  "to  liml  a  place  for  their  sitting 
tlov.  n,"  to  use  the  language  of  t  he  governor. 
In  a  few  days  most  of  Gov.  Winthrop's 
party  removed  to  the  north  side  of  (  'harles 
river,  where  (Miarlestown  is  now  situated, 
and  where  a  house  had  been  erected  for 
tlieir  accommodation  by  the  Salem  peoi)le 
under  Endicott.  This  house,  hoA\ever, 
could  shelter  but  a  small  part.  ]\rost  of 
them  lived  in  tents  and  booths.  They 
suffered  much  from  the  scurvy  and  small 
pox,  diseases  contracted  during  the  voyage, 
and  for  want  of  fresh  food.  A  writer  who 
was  in-obably  a  witness  observes:  "Almost 
inevery  family  lamentation,  mom-ning  and 
woe  was  heard;  it  would  assuredly  have 
moved  the  most  locked  up  affections  to 
tears,  no  doubt,  had  they  passed  from  one 
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hut  to  tlie  other,  and  beheld  the  piteous 
ease  these  iDeople  were  in."  Tlie  people  at 
Salem  were  ''very  destitute,  and  planting 
time  being  past  provision  was  not  to  be 
liad  for  money." 

Gov.  Winthrop  at  first  intended  to  estab- 
lish himself  and  his  company  about  Cam- 
bridge, or  somewhere  on  the  river; — "but 
viewing  the  place,  liked  that  plain  neck," 
now  Boston,  the  object  being  a  suitable 
place  for  a  capital. 

Here,  in  these  events,  the  arrival  of  Gov. 
Winthrop  and  his  company  and  their  "sit- 
ting down"  at  Boston  we  have  the  foundation 
of  the  settlement  of  Alassachusetts,  and,  in 
particular,'  we  here  have  the  lirst  principles 
of  its  government.  The  authority  at  ►Salem 
was  soon  in  this;  and  in  KiUl,  tliat  of  the 
Colony  of  Plymouth  also. 

It  was  originally  the  intention  of  the 
company  which  obtaiiuHl  the  giant  under 
the  name  of  the  "Governor  and  Company 
of  the  ^Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England," 
that  the  governor,  S:c.,  should  be  chosen  in 
England,  but,  as  if  an  over-ruling  Provi- 
dence intended  here  to  lay  the  fouiula- 
tion  of  that  great  event  which  we  celebrate 
on  the  Fourth  of  July,— the  Independence 
of  America, — on  the  liSth  of  July,  1G2!),  the 
year  before  Winthrop  and  his  associate  left 
ICngland,  Mathew  Cradock,  who  had  been 
chosen  governor,  but  who  nevei-  came  to 
this  country,  proposed  to  the  company  in 
England  to  transier  the  government  from 
th.e  company  in  London  to  the  inhabitants 
here.  The  proposition  was  carried,  which, 
as  may  be  clearly  seen  by  a  close  attention 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  government  and 
people  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  was  the  seed 
from  which  sprang  "the  spirit  of  '7G." 
From  ]G84  to  1G89  the  first  contest  was  had 
between  the  people  here  and  the  govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain.  Upon  tlic  investi- 
gations of  their  enemies,  a  decision  was 
obtained  in  the  ('ourt  of  Chancery  in 
England  that  the  colony  had  forfeited  their 
charter,  and  that  the  government  was 
lienceforth  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
king.  The  people  did  not  willingly  sub- 
mit, and  when  the  governor  that  was  ap- 
pointed to  rule  over  New  England  (Ed- 
mund Andross)  undertook  his  task,  he  did 
not  find  it  a  very  i)leasant  business.  In- 
stead of  giving  up  their  charter  on  his 


demand,  the  good  people  of  Connecticut, 
wlule  debating  the  matter  in  the  evening, 
in  presence  of  Andros,  just  l)lowed  out  their 
caiulh's,  and  ran  away  Avith  their  charter 
and  liid  it  in  an  oak  tree,  now  standing, 
called  the  "charter  oak,"  and  in  1080  peo- 
ple of  Boston  caught  this  British  governor 
and  about  50  of  his  associates,  and  im- 
prisoned them.  These  measures  had  the 
effect  to  obtain  a  restoration  of  the  char- 
ters and  a  reestablishment  of  the  govern- 
ment in  the  colonies  of  New  England. 

I  mention  these  things  because  many 
liave  the  erroneous  impression  that  we 
were  always  under  the  [immediate  govern- 
ment of  England  until  the  Bevolution. 

Let  us  go  back  then  to  the  little  colony 
which  we  left  establishing  themselves  at 
Boston  in  Some  account  of  the  first 

proceedings,  in  matters  of  government,  re- 
ligion, «.^-c.,of  those  who  wci-e  here  laying 
the  foundation  of  New  England,  would  be 
undoubtedly  interesting,  but  must  be 
omitted.  I  am  awaie  that  I  have  already 
inti-oduced  nuich  that  may  be  considered 
foreign  to  the  subject  to  which  your  expec- 
tations have  been  dii'ected,  hni  I  could  not 
but  view  the  connection  between  the  set- 
tlement of  towns  in  the  interior  and  the 
first  establishments  along  our  coasts,  and 
particularly  that  at  Boston,  as  so  important 
that,  a  col  l  ect  view  of  the  one  could  not  be 
given  without  a  notice  of  the  others.  The 
towns  of  INiassachusetts  were  settled  under 
the  authority  of  this  "Governor  and  Com- 
pany of  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  Eng- 
land," and  the  Colony  at  Plymouth.  The 
character  of  our  ancestors,  who  settled  here 
may  be  traced  directly  back  to  the  chai  ac- 
ters,  manners,  customs  and  institutions  of 
those  who  commenced  at  these  places. 
Among  those  wlio,  from  KKJO  to  1040,  ap- 
plied "fo  be  made  fjeemen,"  agreeabki  to  a 
clause  in  the  charter,  which  I  have  men- 
tioncn],  may  l)e  found  those  of  the  same 
name  as  many  of  the  first  settlers  liere. 
These  applicants  were  very  numerous,  and 
were  increasing  every  year.  The  towns 
first  settled  were  near  Boston  of  course.  In 
10o2,  about  3  years  from  the  commence- 
ment, these  towns  had  nudtiplied  to  eight 
or  ten, — Salem,  Charlestown,  Boston,  Wa- 
tertown,  Boxbury,  Newton,  Dorchester, 
Sagus,  (.'ambiidge,  Medford. 
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In  1()34  "those  in  Newton  complained 
for  want  of  land,  especially  meadow,  and 
desired  leave  of  conrt  to  look  out  either 
for  enlargement  or  removal,  which  was 
granted.  Whereupon,  they  sent  men  to  see 
Agawam  (Ipswich)  and  Merriniac,  and 
gave  out  that  they  would  remove."  In 
this  way  the  population  extended,  and  in 
1051  the  town  of  Medfield,  in  the  county  of 
Xorfolk,  was  incorporated.*  At  this  time 
the  numher  of  towns  in  Massachusetts  had 
increased  to  42,  The  settlements  had  not 
yet,  however,  extended  into  the  County  of 
Worcester.  This  was  connnenced,  or 
rather  the  first  town  was  incorporated,  in 
lOGo.  This  town  was  Lancaster.  There 
were  probably  in  this,  as  in  all  the  other 
towns,  some  settlenients  made  many  years 
before  the  towns  were  incorporated,  it  be- 
ing generally  required  that  there  should  be 
about  50  families,  or  householders,  who 
might,  for  aught  I  know,  be  old  bachelors, 
or  at  least  young  men  living  by  themselves^ 
for  many  of  the  pioneers  in  all  new  settle- 
ments are  under  the  necessity  of  enduring 
one  or  more  years  of  "single  blessedness," 
until  they  can  clear  away  a  little  and  make 
room  and  a  shelter  for  some  fair  one,  who 
will  engage  as  a  i^artner  in  their  toils. 

A  few  of  the  first  towns  in  the  County  of 
Worcester  were  incorporated  in  the  follow- 
ing order,  and  it  may  be  remarked  generally 
that  the  settlements  commenced  from  five 
to  ten  years  before  their  corporation: 

Lancaster  1(55;?,  Mendon  1()()7,  Rrook- 
field  1()7:J,  Worcester  1()84  t,  Oxford,  inclu- 
ding all  of  Charlton,  1()8;?,  Leicester  1721, 
liutland  171.'5,  Sutton  1715,  Westboro  1717, 
LTxbridge  1727,  Southborough  1727,  Shrews- 
bury 1727,  Lunenburgh  1728,  Dudley  H-'U, 
Harvard  17;>2,  Grafton  17;')5,  Upton,  17.)5 
Hard  wick  17:}8,  Bolton  ll'.lH,  Sturbridge 

17;  18. 

The  town  of  Charlton,  as  before  men- 
tioned, originally  belonged  to  Oxfoi-d,  Init 
was  not  settled,  or  but  little,  until  after  the 
adjacent  towns  of  Sturbridge,  Dudley,  tte. 
On  account  of  the  proprietors  of  much  of 
the  land  in  Charlton  living  in  England,  or 


*  Principal  proprietors  were  from  Dedham. 

t  Error.  Should  bo  June  14, 1722,  Lincoln  Hist. 
Worcesler.  p.  60.  The  year  (1081)  is  rip;ht. 
-M.  F.  . 


having  sold  to  those  who  neglected  it,  the 
titles  became  doubtful,  which  occasioned 
loss  and  difficulty  to  those  who  attempted 
to  settle,  .or  made  purchases.  These  cir- 
cuinstanees  retarded  the  settlement  of  the 
town,  and  it  was  not  incorporated  till  1754. 
Ih'imfield  was  incorporated  in  17;}!,  and 
Woodstock,  which  formerly  belonged  to 
tliis  state,  A\as  settled  some  time  previ^ous 
to  Sturbridge,  in  J()8(). 

On  the  2nd  day  of  April,  17;)1,  tlu^  County 
of  Worcester  was  incorporated,  consisting 
of  the  following  towns  and  places:  Wor- 
cester, Lancaster,  Westborough,  Shrews- 
bury, Southborough,  Leicester,  Jiutlaiul  and 
Lunenburgh, — all  in  the  County  of  ]Mid- 
dlesex;  Mendon,  Woodstock,  Oxford,  Sut- 
ton, including  Ilassanamisco,  (Grafton) 
Uxbridge,  and  the  land  lately  granted  to 
several  petitioners  of  Medfield  (tliat  is, 
Sturbridge), —  all  in  the  County  of  Suffolk, 
Brookfield,  in  the  County  of  Hampshire, 
and  tlie  South  town,  laid  out  to  the  Nara- 
gansett  soldiers,  and  all  other  lands  lying 
within  the  said  townships,  Avith  the  inliabi- 
tanls  therein,  etc.,  being  14  towns,  and  two 
tracts  or  plantations. 

This  county,  now  the  "heart  of  the  com- 
monwealth," was,  at  the  time  of  the  incor- 
poration, considered  a  waste  and  ahnos^ 
worthless  tract  of  land,  and  the  governor 
of  the  colony  at  that  time  strenuously 
opposed  its  being  erected  into  a  county, 
and  stated  that  it  could  not  probably  ever 
make  any  figure. 

The  same  ideas  more  especially  were  en- 
tertained concerning  the  tract  which  n()W 
forms  this  town  and  Sturbridge.  It  had, 
at  different  tinu's  from  172;]  to- 1729,  been 
visited  by  some  of  the  hardy,  industrious 
and  enterprising  inhabitants  of  some  of  the 
older  towns,  with  a  view  to  settling  here, 
but  the  persons  in  authoiity,  no  doubt 
from  nu)tives  of  true  parental  regard,  dis- 
countenanced tlie  projects,  and  tliey  Avere 
abandoned  for  the  time.  It  was  no^\'  from 
80  to  100  years  since  the  seitlement  of  the 
lower  towns.  Land  had  risen  there  in 
value,  beyond  the  means  of  those  young 
men  Avho  were  multiplying  around  and  fill- 
ing up  the  houses  of  their  fathers.  They 
could  not  provide  themselves  with  farms ; 
agriculture  A\'as  the  only  or  principal  busi- 
ness; labor  was  at  a  very  low  rate,  being 
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])ul  G  cL  old  tenor,  or  about  14  cents  per 
(lay,  in  haying  time.  Under  these  eireuni- 
stan(;es  and,  notwithstanding  the  report  of 
the  first  eomniltlee,  sent  fj'oin  tlie  general 
court  to  (i.xaniine, — that  the  land  ^vas  not 
worth  settling, — it  seems  that  a  number  of 
persons, principally  from  the  towns  of  Med- 
field,  Walertown,  &c.,  d(!termined  to  malce 
a  beginning  here,  in  this  broken,  hilly 
country  near  the  head  of  the  Quinebaug; 
and,  after  obtaining  a  sudieient  number  of 
associates,  they  made  formal  ai>])liea(ion 
for  a  grant. 

Extracts  fi'om  the  old  colotiy  manuscript 
records : 

1725,  June  1. — "A  petition  of  several  in- 
liabitants  of  the  town  of  Medfield  and  other 
towns  within  the  province,  showing  that 
there  is  a  tract  of  i)rovince  land  lying  bi^- 
tween  the  towns  of  Oxford,  ]>rimlield  and 
Urookfield,  and  the  province  line,  which  is 
capable  of  being  made  into  a  township,  and 
upon  M'hich  the  pel  it  ioners  arc;  desirous  to 
settle  themselves  or  their  cbildi-en,  and 
therefore  praying  a  gr;int  of  the  said  land, 
umler  such  restrictions  and  regulations  as 
U)  the  court  shall  seem  most  proper  and 
reasonal)le." 

Tlui  above  petition  was  referred  to  the 
"JNTay  Session,"  which,  of  coiu'se,  must 
have  been  the  session  of  May,  172(5.  At  the 
same  time  it  was  "ordered  that  JoJni  Chan- 
dler, *  Esq.,  with  two  chairmen,  under 
oath,  be  dir(!Cled  to  suiveythe  lands  pe- 
tioned  for  at  the  charge  of  the  province, and 
return  a  plat  thereof  to  this  court  at  the 
said  session,"  that  is,  the  May  session  of 
1720.  In  the  proceedings  of  the  cuuvi  at 
that  session  I  find  nothing  in  relation  to 
this  petition,  excepting  that  Mr.  Chandler's 
account  for  surveying  was  presented  and 
ordered  to  be  paid;  from  whicli  I  conchule 
that  the  i^etitioners  had  abandoned  their 
project,  or  that  they  had  encountered  some 
obstacle,  which  induc(>d  them  to  delay  it 
for  a  while. 

June  14,  1728,  I  find  "A  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Medfield 


*  Col.  Chandler  appears  to  have  l^een  quite  an 
important  man,  haviu};  charge  of  the  military 
operations  of  tbispartof  the  state  in  the  Indian 
trouble.  See  Lincoln's  Hi.st.  Worcester,  51,  52, 
53,  58,  who  afterwards  proved  a  rank  tory.  and 
aftorwarda  banished  from  the  state.— E.  D.  V. 


and  others,  praying  that  a  tract  of  laiul  ly- 
ing, Sec,  (as  described  in  the  tii-st  petition) 
'•maybe  granted,  t.otliem  foi'a  township,  the 
adjacent  fai-m  to  be  ;ulded  thereto."  AVhat 
is  meant  by  this  "adjacent  farm"  1  have 
not  been  able  to  ascertain,  ludess  it  Nvas 
a  tract  \\hich  is  frcfjuently  mc'nlioned  in 
some  ancient  deeds  as  the  "Winlhrop 
farm."  Whether  th(;se  petitiomus  were 
the  same  who  applied  in  1725  does  not  a})- 
pear,  as  the  i-ectnds  C(nitain  no  copy  of  the 
p^'tition,  nor  any  further  mention  of  the 
names  of  tlu;  petitioners,  a  ciivuimstance 
much  to  be  regretted,  as  a  better  know- 
ledge of  the  pi-ojectors  of  a  settlement  at 
this  place,  coidd  have  been  obtained  from 
tliat  list  of  names,  than  can  now  be  had 
from  any  other  soiu'ce.*"  Two  of  these, 
however,  appear  in  subsequent  proceedings 
of  the  court. 

At  this  session,  Jiuu',  172S,  the  following 
disposition  ^\■as  made:  "In  the  house  of 
representatives,  read  and  ordereil  this  peti- 
tion to  be  referred  to  the  next  fall  session, 
and  thai,  in  the  nu'an  lime.  Col.  Thaxler, 
iNIaj.  Tileston,  and  iMaj.  Chandler  be  a 
commiilee  to  I'cpair  to  the  lauds  i)(Mitioned 
for,  and  described  in  the  written  plan,  and 
that  tlu'y  view  and  well  consider  the  value 
and  circiunslances  of  tlie  said  land  and  re- 
port their  opinion  of  what  the  same  may 
be  worth,  at  said  session."  There  is  no 
action  upon  this  petition  at  the  "fall 
session,"  probably  because  the  committee 
had  not  made  their  report. 

The  sid)ject  is  found,  however,  again 
brought  up  July  4,  1729,  as  follows. 

"A  petition  of  William  Ward,  Esq.,  and 
Joshiui  JMoi'se,  in  behalf  of  themselves  ami 
forty  others,  inhabitants  of  Medfield,  etc., 
setting  forth  that  whereas,  already  they 
have  petitioned  this  court  for  a  grant  of 
land  lyiiig  between  Oxford,  IJrookfield, 
Brimfiehl  and  the  province  line  the  court 
was  pleased  to  appoint  a  connnittee  to 
value  the  same;  that  said  committee  re- 
ported their  opinion  that  the  said  lands  arc 
worth  1000  pounds,  (probably  old  tenor,  or 
about  444  dollars)  and  forasmuch  as  many 
of  the  petitioners  are  destitute  of  [illegiblej 

*  At  the  time  this  was  written  the  Proprie- 
tors' Records  of  Sturbridge  could  not  be  found 
It  has  since  been  obtained,  with  the  names  of 
the  lir^-t  50  proprietors. 
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(probably  settlements)  and  unable  to  pur- 
cl^ase  where  land  is  scarce,  and  older, 
therefore  praying  that  tliis  court  ■would 
encourage  the  settling  this  said  laud,  and 
assign  a  piuchase  consideration  as  in  their 
justice  and  wisdom  tliey  shall  judge 
meet." 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  ''read 
and  voted  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition 
be  granted  and  that  the  petitioners  and 
their  associates,  their  heirs  and  assigus, 
shall  have  and  enjoy  the  land  petiLioued 
for  accordingly." 

It  docs  not  appear  that  any  other  con- 
sideration was  recpiired  than  complying 
with  certain  conditions,  which  M'ere,  that 
•  in  seven  years  the  applicants  were  to  settle 
and  have  actually  on  the  land  fifty  families, 
"each  to  build  an  house  of  eighteen  feet 
square  at  least  and  to  break  and  bring  to 
fit  for  plowing,  to  be  well  stocked  with 
English  grass,  seven  acres  of  land,  to  settle 
a  learned  Orthodox  minister  and  lay  out  to 
him  an  house  lot  e(iual  to  the  other  house 
lots,"  and  they  were  not  to  sell  out  the 
lands  except  to  actual  settlers,  Most  of 
these  petitioners  probably  lived  in  Medlield 
and  the  place  was  called  "New  Mediield"  * 
by  the  proprietors.  Some  of  them  lived  in 
the  towns  near,  which  had  been  settk'd  a 
few  years  before.  Some  of  them  did  not 
intend  to  remove  hither,  but  joined  In  the 
petition  merely  to  assist  in  obtaining  the 
grant.  These  sold  out  their  rights  in  tlui 
whole  or  a  part  of  these  rights,  laid  out  in 
lots,  to  such  as  wished  to  settle  upon  them, 
not  being  at  liberty  as  before  observed,  to 
sell  to  any  except  the  actual  settlei's. 

As  near  as  I  can  ascertain,  tlie  nuudjer 
of  original  proprietors  was  fifty,  for  I  liiul 
in  searching  the  old  deeds,  one  in  July 
1730,  from  Jonas  GleasOn  of  Boston  to 
Moses  Marcy  one  of  the  first  settlers  near 
this  village  as  will  be  more  i)articularly 
related,  this  expression:  "All  that  my  cer- 
tain right  of  land  in  Sturbridge  being  the 
fiftieth  part  of  said  townsbip  with  all  and 
singular  the  profits,  privileges  and  liberties 
whatsoever  belonging  or  anything  apper- 
taining unto  me,  the  said  Jonas  Gleason 
being  one  of  the  petitioners  for  said  town- 


*  It  had  before  been  called  Duiuer,  that  Is 
Dummer,_trom  Lieut.  Gov.  Dummcr. 


ship  and  tliei'efore  an  original  proprietor." 

Thib  right  was  i)robaldy  about  four  or 
tivi;  hundred  acres  and  the  considci'ation 
1(10  pounds  cui'reut  money. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  I'emark  that  so 
far  as  1  have  bad  resource  to  publitM'oeords 
and  documents  in  making  up  tins  iiui)er- 
fect  sketch,  I  ha\e  m  ccssarily  been  con- 
fin(;d  wholly  to  tlie  town  of  .Sturbridge. 
Our  history  in  particular  for  many  yeai's  in 
its  early  part  is  so  identified  witli  that 
of  Sturbridge,  and  the  first  settlements  in 
our  part  of  Dudley  ami  Cbarlton  were  so 
few,  tbat  tbe  records  of  those  two  towns 
hatl  they  been  aceessilde  and  consulted, 
would  liave  sbed  but  little  light  in  matters 
of  much  importance.  1  have  therefore 
deemed  it  sulficient  for  thti  purposes  of 
this  lecture  and  as  the  best  and  in  many 
particulars  the  only  means  of  ascertaining 
the  origin  and  progress  of  the  settlement 
of  this  t(j\\  n,  to  lind  and  follow  first  the 
public  track  or  records  of  the  inunicipal 
atfairs  of  Sturbriilge  in  their  regulai-  course, 
with  the  intention  to  add  from  tradition  or 
other  sourei's,  such  mattej-rj  as  w  ill  have  a 
more  particulai-  application  Nvithin  our  own 
limits. 

Let  us  then  in  imagination  go  back 
about  years  and  biihold  this  place  and 
all  around  us  a  w  ildei  iu'ss.  iNo  sound  of 
an  axe  had  been  heard;  (^)uineljaug  was 
almost  hidden  from  view  by  the  tall  tr(>es 
upon  its  hordei'S,  and  no  footsli'ps  save 
those;  of  the  savage  and  ot  the  w  ild  beast 
had  disturbed  its  waters. 

At  this  time,  172*J,  the  petit iimers  as  be- 
fore stated  obtained  their  grant,  aiul  after 
two  or  three  yv.ins  the  time  probably  neces- 
sary to  uiake  proper  arrangements  in 
surveying,  laying  out  lots,  marking  trees, 
and  determining  where  the  right  or  portion 
of  each  w  as  to  he  located,  they  begin  in 
II'M  and  2  to  pi'ovide  themselves  with  a 
good  axe,  a.  pack  of  clothes,  a  little  Indian 
meal,  a  pound  or  two  of  powder  with  shot 
in  proportion,  a  gun  and  perhaps  a  pot  or 
kettle.  Thus  equipped  they  set  out  in  the 
spring  from  old  Medfield,  Watertown  and 
other  towns  adjoining  to  goon  foot  to  visit 
their  new  farms  and  begin  "a  clearing," 
No  female  was  to  be  there  to  cheer  them 
around  the  kitchen  lire  after  the  toils  of 
the  day  were   ended,  or  even  to  cook  a 
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joliniiy  calco  or  make  a  mess  of  bean-por- 
ridge. Tlie  first  years  tliese  sturdy  lads 
were  necessarily  their  own  cooks,  their 
ONvn  companions  if  indeed  they  were  not 
located  so  far  from  each  other  as  to  live  in 
solitu(U;. 

Leaving  some  of  these  incidents  of  these 
times  for  another  occasion  it  may  be  re- 
marked that  such  was  the  state  of  things, 
until  about  17o5,  -when  a  few  faniihes  had 
been  established  and  these  increased  from 
time  to  time,  till  17''i,  wlien  according  to 
tiie  conditions  of  their  grant  as  acknow- 
ledged to  have  been  fullilled  in  the  act  of 
incorporation,  this  little  community  of 
New  Medlield  could  u umber  fifty  house- 
holders, "with  each  an  house  of  eighte(>n 
feet  square  at  least,"  and  seven  aci'es  of 
land  broke  up  and  brought  to,  lit  for 
plougliing. — Act  of  incori)oration,  June  -?4, 
17;58. 

NoTi*].  —  From  Proprietoi's'  Eecoi-ds, 
which  could  not  be  foiuul  when  tliis  was 
written,  but  were  obtaiued  by  Uev.  Joseph 
S.  (Jhuk  for  his  "Historical  Sketch"  of 
Sturbridge  in  18;'>8,  the  following  ai-e  tlie 
names  of  the  petitioners  and  grantcu'S  of 
the  tract  of  land:  (42.) 

Melatiah  Bourn,  Esq.,  William  Ward, 
Esq.,  E/ra  Eourn,  Shuball  Learned, 
Nathan  Fiske,t  Henry  Fiske,*  Capt. 
Eb(.'ne/A'r  fjcarned,  Nahum  Ward,  Gershoui 
Xeyes,  Zerobabel  l^'.ager,  ,Iohn  Slicrnian, 
Joseph  Baker,  *"  Jonas  llaughton,  Thomas 
Cileason,  Piloses  Gleason,  Jonas  Gleason, 
Joshua  Morse, t  Joseph  Plympton.t  Na- 
thaniel Smith, t  Soloiuon  Clark,!  Tiinolhy 
]lamant,t  William  riynipton,§  Ephraini 
I'artridge,  Ai)rahani  Harding,!  Moses  Hard- 
ing,! Josiah  Ellis,!  Ezra  Clarke,!  David 
Ellis,  Henry  Adams,  John  riimptou,! 
Capt.  John  Dwight,  Capt.  Jonathan  Boy- 
den,!  Capt.  Joseph  Clark,!  Nathaniel 
Morse,!  James  Denison,*  Joseph  JNlarsh,! 
l*eter  l>alch,  Samuel  Ellis,!  Francis 
Moquet,  Ichabud  Harding,!  Josiah  CUie- 
ney.! 

Among  others,  the  following  were  ad- 
mitted as  proprietors  soon  after  the 
grant.  Nehemiah  Allen,*  JNIoses  Allen,* 
Setli  Wight,*  David  i\[orse,*]\roses  Marcy,* 
David  Siiumway,*  John  Harding,*  Daniel 
Fislce.* 

*  Actual  settlers;  !  children  or  others  of 
the  name  settlers;  t  father  of  Henry  and 
Daniel  one  of  "Prince's  subscribei's" ; 
§  probably  father  of  William  who  went  to 
Sturbridge. 


Brief  gent^alogy  of  ]\[oses  Marcy,  Gers- 


hom  Plimpton!  and  Daniel  Fiske  all  of 
Stui'bridgej  Mass. 

JMoses  Marcy  was  son  of  John  of  Wood- 
stock who  d.  there  in  Dec.  ]G7->,  "being 
up'N\  ards  of  sixty  years  of  age,"  as  stated 
in  will,  Suifolk  county  records. 

John,  Avas  i)i-obal)ly  a  descendent  of  John 
of  C'harlestown,  who  d.  1041,  son  of  John 
who  d.  l(j;js.  (Fanner.) 

Till!  children  of  John,  of  Woodstock,  as 
named  in  his  will  ^^'el■e,  Jolui,  James,  Ed- 
ward, Benjamin,  Joseph,*  Moses,  Samuel, 
Ebenezer,  Anne,  Sarah  and  Elizalx'th. 

!  Moses,  son  of  John  of  Woodstock,  had 
1).  in  W.  live  cli.  viz. :  Dorothy,  Jedediah, 
Martha,  Moses  and  Elijah,  (Mailhad.  Sept. 
11,  17'j(i)  and  near  the  borders  of  Oxford, 
(aftiirwards  Charlton,)  and  of  Sturlu'idge , 
all  now  in  Southbridge,  six  ch.,  Pru- 
dence, (ill.  Wui.  Plimpton,)  Mary,  (m. 
Erasnuis  Babbit,!)  ]\farLha,  (m.  Ciershom 
Plimptom,)  Daniel,  Marriam,  (m.  Gen. 
Timothy  Newell,)  Mehitable,  (m.  Jona- 
than Newell  of  Leicester.) 

Jedediah,  s.  of  Moses,  settled  in  Dudley 
and  had  with  others,  Jedediah,.  who  m. 
Kuth  Lamed  of  Dudley  and  settled  in 
Sturbridge  at  the  phice  of  his  gr.  father. 

Moses,  ]iow  near  the  centre  of  South- 
bridge,  Jedediah  of  Southltridge  son  of  Jed- 
ediah of  Dudley  had  b.  in  S.  with  others: 
William,  (addition  Earned  by  act  of  leg- 
islature,) b.  Dec.  12,  178(),  m.  Dolly  Newell, 
dr.  Capt.  Samuel  Newell,  and  Susan  Fiske, 
(dr.  of  Daniel  Fiske)  second,  and  present 

wife  of  Gov.  Marcy,  Knower,  dr.  of 

Benjamin  Knower,  Esq.  of  Alljany,  N.  Y. 

Wm.  1j.  Miircy  Avas  educated  at  Leicester 
academy  and  Brown  University,  settled  in 
the  practice  of  law  at  Troy,  N.  Y.,  was 
couipLroller,  judge  of  supreme  court,  (Jov., 
senator  in  congress,  and  Sec'y  of  war. 


*  Probal)ly  the  "Joseph  Marcy"  with  Capt. 
Stevens,  killed  at  CiiarlosiDWu  (Xij.  4  of  N.  II.) 
May  24,  174G  in  a  sally  from  a  fort  and  conliict 
with  Indians.  Hoyt's  "Antiquarian  Researches" 
i\  234 

t  John  Marcy  of  AVoodstock  was  probably  a 
descendant  of  John  M.  of  Cliarlest*t)\vn,  who  (as 
in  Farmer)  d.  1641  and  was  sou  of  Jonn  who  d. 
1G38. 

t  The  author  lixes  the  date  of  birth  at  about 
1700.  Mr.  Annuidowu  llxes  the  date  April  18, 
1702,  Vol.  1  i)agc  31. 
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*  Doc.  Thomas  Babbit,  son  of  Erasmus, 
was  a  surgeon  in  the  expedition  to  Algiers 
under  Gen.  Eaton  in.  Two  of  his  sons 
were  Lieuts.  in  tlie  navy,  Fitz  Henry  and 
Edward,  anotlier  D.  Oliver  was  surgeon  or 
assistant. 

Erasmus  Ba])bit,  another  son  of  Erasmus 
of  Sturbridge  was  grandfather  of  (Miarh)tle 
Cushman  tlie  actress. 

Gershom  Plimpton,  ancestors  and  de- 
scendants: 

John,  fi'om  England  about  lOiV.),  lived 
first  at  Koxbury  and  in  Dedham,  m.  Jane 
Dummer,  (or  similar  name)  lO  t-j.  Freeman 
and  member  artillery  company  l(j-l;>,  liad 
tliirteen  cli.,  four  or  five  b.  in  Dedham,  rt>- 
mainder  in  Med  field  of  wliich  lie  was  one 
of  tlie  first  proprietors  and  an  inhabitant 
about  1051.  In  1077  in  Deerfield,  taken 
captive  and  burnt  at  the  stake  by  Indians. 

Joseph,  s.  of  John  above  b.  Oct.  7,  lO^.'i, 
Mcdfield,  m.  Mary  Morse,  had  in  M.  four 
ch.,  d.  1702. 

Joseph,  s.  of  Joseph  above  b.  INfarch  18, 
1077,  Medfield,  m.  Priscilla  Partridge,  had 
in  M.  eight  ch.,  d.  1740. 

William,  s.  Joseph  above,  b.  1700,  Med- 
field, m.  Kczia,  dr.  of  John  Dwight  of 
IVfedfield,  had  b.  in  M.  eight  ch.,  d.  about 
May  1770. 

Gershom, t  s.  of  William  above,  b.  Jan. 
14,  1733-4,  Medfield,  went  to  Sturbridge 
1753,  m.  Martha  dr.  of  Col.  Moses  Maicy 
March  2,  1758,  had  b.  in  SLurbridge  eleven 
ch.,  d.  Jan.  27,  1808. 

Gershom,  s.  of  Gershom  above,  b.  Feb. 
18,  1708  in  Sturbridge,  m.  Kezia  Fiske,  dr. 
of  Dea.  Daniel  Fiske  of  S..  Oct.  25,  1702, 
had  b.  in  b.  seven  ch.,  d.  April  1824. 

Moses,  s.  of  Gershom  above,  b.  Oct.  17, 
1703,  Sturbridge,  m.  Edna  Taylor,  Nov.  22, 
1821,  dr.  of  John  Taylor  of  Sturbridge,  and 
had  b.  in  Southbridge  seven  ch. 

Daniel  Fiske,  Sturbridge,  (one  of  first 
proprietors  1731-2.)  Son  of  Nathan  Fiske, 
Watertown,   b.   Feb.   0,  1005,   m.  Sai-ah 

»  See  Savage  Geu.  Diet.  Vul.  Ill,  page  447. 

t  Gershom,  son.  and  two  brotbers,  WiUiam. 
jr.  and  Frederick,  went  from  ISIedtiehi  to  Stur- 
bridge soon  after  the  town  was  incorporated. 
Also  Daniel  anu  James  riimpton  from  same 
town  ot  another  family  but  descendants  of 
John  P. 


Coolidge.  Son  of  Nathan  Fiske,  'W'ater- 
towu,  b.  Oct.  17,  1042,  m.  Elizabeth.  Son 
of  Nathan  Fiske,  Wateriown  from  ICngland, 
"^^i  1012,  m.  Susan.  St)n  of  Natliauiel,  s.i])- 
po.bi'd  to  have  emigratril  but  nan>e  not 
found  in  N.  E. 

S.  of  JelTery  had  a  son,  Nathanitd  who 
took  his  family  to  N.  E.  S.  of  iJobert  son 
of  Uichard,  m.  Sibil  (iold,  four  sons  and 
one  daughter,*  lived  in  time  of  "Bloody 
Mary."  S.  of  Uichard  of  Laxfield,  Suffolk 
county,  England,  about  1500. 

[In  the  manuscript  a  brace  mai4ced  l^hig- 
laud  is  about  the  above  pa,ragrai)li .— Ei). 
dorii.  1 

At  the  same  general  court  in  which  the 
act  of  incorp(jration  was  granted  it  was 
"voted  tliat  .Closes  ^larcy,  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal inhabilants  of  a  lu'w  town  erected  in 
the  county  of  Worcester  at  a  plantation 
called  New  Medlit-ld,  by  the  name  (;f  Stur- 
bridge, be  and  her(4)y  is  fidly  aiuiioi-ised 
and  empowered  to  assemble  the  ivvi)  hold- 
ers and  othei-  qualifietl  voters  there  as  soon 
as  may  be  in  si)me  conveni<'nt  [ilaee  in  said 
town  in  order  for  their  choosing-  a  town 
cleidc  and  all  othei'  tow  n  ollieers  to  stand 
till  t]ui  anniversary  meeting  of  said  town 
in  ilareh  nctxt." 

Agreeabh' to  this  vote  the  fii-st  meeting 
was  called  Se[»t.  lS,t  at  tlu;  "jjublie  meet-, 
ing  house.'"    The  ollieers  chosen  were: 

Moses  Marcy,  moderator. 

Daniel  Fiske,  town  clerk. 

Daniel  Fiske,  Moses  Mai'cy,  Ifenry  Fiske, 
selectnu^n, 

Daniel  Fiske,  treasurer. 

Joseph  Smith,  C(jnstal)le. 

Isaac  Newell,  clerk  of  the  mai'ket. 

(The  necessity  for  this  ollice  will  not 
now  be  perceived.  The  oflice  was  left  va- 
cant after  a  few  meetings.) 

Joseph  Allen,  fence  viewer. 

.loualliau  Feri'y,  Johu  Harding,  sui'vey- 
ors  of  high>\'ays. 

Joseph  llaieli,  James  Johnson,  hog- 
reeves. 

According  to  the  custom  in  modern 
times  these  tw()  last  named  officers  must 


*  The  dr.  m.  Bernard,  whose  dr.  m.  a 

Locke  and  was  the  mother  of  John  Locke. 
Mass.  His.  Society,  Vol.  10,  tliird  series. 

t  Daniel  Fiske  of  Cambridge  surveyed  the 
town  of  Worcester,  April,  1G75.  Was  he  not 
ancestor  to  Diiuiel  hero  mentioned?  E,  D.  P 
See  Hist.  Worcester  page  11. 
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have,  been  lately  married  as  a  necessary 
qualification. 

In  February,  1730,  a  warrant  was  issued 
by  the  selectmen  for  the  regular  annual 
meeting  to  be  held  on  the  tirst  Monday,  5th 
of  Marehj  "To  elect  and  depute  selectmen, 
constable  and  other  town  olllcers,  etc.,  to 
furnish  Mr.  Ilice's  desk  with  a  cushion, 
and  to  agree  upon  the  granting  such  sum 
or  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  judged  need- 
ful for  the  benefit  of  and  defraying  all 
necessary  charges  arising  within  said 
town." 

Town  officers  chosen:  Isaac  Newell, 
Town  Clerk;  Moses  Marcy,  Isaac  Newell, 
Henry  Fiske,  Joseph  Ciieney,  Daniel  Fiske, 
►Selectmen  and  Assessors;  both  offices  l)e- 
ing  associated. 

The  town  did  not  "furnish  j\Ir.  rucci's 
desk  with  a  cushion."  Surveyors  of  high- 
ways chosen  at  tliis  meeting,  Moses  Marcy, 
Joseph  Cheney,  (Jeoige  Watkiiis,  Jildward 
Foster,  John  Streeter. 

So  far  as  individuals  are  concerned,  my 
imiiiirii'S  have  been  confined  mostly  to 
tho.se  of  the  lirst  setthu-s  who  resided  w  illi- 
in  the  limits  of  what  is  now  Southbritlgt'. 
But  there \ire  a  f(!W  indi\  iduals  who  were, 
not  within  these  lines,  of  whom  1  may  Ix; 
excused  for  saying  something. 

Joseph  Smith,  the  first  constable,  is  said 
to  have  been  the  first  person  vvhoij^mained 
in  Sturbridge  during  a  w  inter.  It  w  as  the 
custom  of  those!  who  hrst  peneti'ated  tlie, 
wilderness,  acting  as  pioneers  in  the  work  of 
settlement,  to  return  to  their  native  piaee 
in  the  fall  and  remain  there  during  tin; 
winter.  This  Mr.  Smith  was  the  grand- 
father of  the  present  Denjamin  SmiLh  of 
Sturbridge. 

I  am  not  informed  where  he  on  ]h'ook- 
field  road  made  a  heginning. 

Daniel  Fiske  and  JIiMiry  Fiske  were  the 
founders  of  what  is  called  "Fiske  Ilill." 
They  were  originally  from  Watertown,  in 
this  state,  and  were  brothers.  Their  de- 
scendants are  very  numerous  in  Sturbridge 
and  in  this  town.  Five  of  the  cliildreui  of 
Daniel  Fiske  were  settled  in  this  town,  viz., 
Mrs.  Oliver  riimpton,  Mrs.  Joshua  Hard- 
ing, Mrs.  Samuel  Newell,  Mrs.  Cershom 
IMimpton,  Jr.,  and  the  late  Maj.  Samuel 
Fiske. 

Mr.^  Isaac  Newell  ^\  as  father  of  C-'apt. 
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Samuel  Newell,  now  of  thi^town..  lie  lived 
at  the  place  afterwards  owned  l)y  (ien.- 
Timothy  Newell  in  Sturbridge,  near  the 
tan-yard. 

In  this  year,  HoO,  the  subject  of  roads 
came,  u]),  and  the  town  by  n ott'  aitproved 
of  a  road  laid  out  from  th()  meeting-house, 
to  Brimtield,  and  also  one  from  the  meet- 
ing-lunise  to  the  south  })art  of  tlie  town. 
And  it  was  voted,  April  ;]rd,  tbat  the  anni- 
vt'i'sary  town  meeting  for  choosing  tow  u 
ollicers,  etc.,  shall  be  on  the  lirst  iNbmday 
in  March,  w  hieh  vole;  established  a  i)i'ece- 
dent  ever  since-  followed  in  that  town  and 
continued  in  Southbridge, 

It  seems  that,  at  that  time,  there  was 
complaint  "that  the  (Commons  were  over- 
stocked with  cattle";  and  an  attempt  was 
made  to  proeure  som<!  action  of  the  town  to 
prevent  it,  but  it  did  not  succeed  at  lirst. 

In  new  places  the.  making  of  roads  is  an 
iiii[)oi-tant  item  in  the  i)ublie  exi)enditures, 
and  conseipiently  re(juires  large  ajjpropri- 
a.iious.  The  tax  assessed  for  roads  w  as  iJ-iOO, 
old  tenor,  to  Itc  paid  in  ^vol■k  and  teams; 
price  10  shillings  for  a  man  and  the  sanu; 
for  a  yola;  of  oxen. 

The  other  expenses  of  the  toAvn,  except 
the  minister  tax  of  110  i)ounds,  wei'c  but 
little.  I'he  town  voted  to  rai.se  25  ixumds, 
"to  be  put  into  the  treasury  for  tlu;  town's 
use." 

In  Nov.,  17;!0,  a  sp(xual  meeting  was  noti- 
lied  and  held  "to  elect  and  depute  t\\  o  suila- 
l)le  persons  to  take  care  that  there  Ix;  no 
deer  killed  in  this  town,  contrary  to  a  laie 
law."  In  those  times  it  was  iiupoiiant 
that  this  valuable  animal  should  not  In' 
\vautonly  destri>ycd ;  hence  the  law,  and 
tlie^ollice  of  Deer-reeves,  to  whieh  ha\e 
since  i)een  elected  two  of  the  ayed  citizens, 
long  after  the  last  remaining  deer  had  fall- 
en beforejdie  deadly  weapon  of  tin;  hunts- 
man, or  had  bounded  far  away  in  teri(»r 
at  tlu>  disappearance  of  the  fores'.  ^^  hieh 
had  given  him  shelter,  'flu;  custom  of 
choosing  "deer-reeves,"  was  continued, 
even  in  this  town,  until  ^\  ilhin  a  few  years. 

This  tow  n,  at  the  spe'cial  meeting  before 
mentioiKMl,  chose  Joseph  Cheney  and 
ilinsdale  (Maik  to  be  informed  of  all 
breaelu's  of  the  (b>cr  la.\v. 

'fheiH^  was  some  pai'liality  towards  the 
wild  animals ;  2yfr  John   Streeter  received 
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two  pounds  for  two  wild  cats'  heads,  which 
had  their  ears  fornially  cut  off  and  burnt, 
in  presence  of  the  constable  and  one  of  the 
selectmen. 

In  March,  1740,  Janies  Dennison  was  chos- 
en one  of  the  selectmen,  lie  belonged  in 
our  limits,  and  is  more  particularly  noticed 
in  another  j)lace. 

In  Oct.,  1740,  the  subject  of  a  school 
was  brought  before  the  to^vn, — that  is,  to 
see  whether  the  town  would  "'come  into 
measures  to  provide  a  school,"  but  it  was 
voted  in  the  negative. 

I  conclude  from  this  tliat  at  that  time 
there  was  no  school,  although  by  the  fol- 
lowing law  of  the  colony,  then  in  force,  it 
seems,  if  there  were  fifty  house  holders  in 
town,  they  were  bound  to  maintain  a  school. 
This  law,  being  the  first  in  this  stale  and 
probably  the  second  in  any  state  or  coun- 
try, requiring  the  ptiblic  to  support  schools, 
and  being  the  origin  of  our  admirable 
system  of  schools  may  not  be  uninteresting 
in  this  place.  I  therefore  exiract  the  prin- 
cipal provision:  !Sec.  1. — It  being  one  chief 
project  of  Satan  to  keep  men  from  the 
knowledge  of  the  Scripture  as  in  former 
times  keeping  them  (the  Scripttues)  in  un- 
known tongues,  so  in  these  latter  times,  by 
persuading  from  the  use  of  tongues,  that  so 
at  least  the  true  sense  and  meaning  of  the 
original  might  be  clouded  and  con-upted 
with  false  glosses  of  deceivers ;— to  the  end 
that  learning  may  not  be  buried  in  the 
graves  of  our  forefathers,  in  Church  and 
Commonwealth,  the  Lord  assisting  our  en- 
deavors. It  is  therefore  ordered  by  this 
Court  and  authority  thereof : — that  every 
township  within  this  jurisdiction,  after  the 
Lord  hath  increased  them  to  the  fifty  house 
holders  shall  then  forthwith  appoint  one 
within  iheir  towns  to  teach  all  such  child- 
ren as  shall  resort  to  him  to  write  and 
read,  whose  wages  shall  be  paid, either  by  the 
parents  or  masters  of  such  children,  or  by 
the  inhabitants  in  general,  by  way  of  supply, 
as  the  major  part  of  those  that  order  the  pru- 
dentials of  the  town  shall  appoint,  pro- 
vided that  those  who  send  their  children  be 
not  oppressed  by  paying  nuich  more  than 
they  can  have  them  taught  for  in  other 
towns."    This  act  was  in  1047. 

This  colony  law  was  substantially  re- 
enacted -in  1092  by  the  government  of  the 


province,  with  a  penalty  of  ten  pounds  for 
neglect,  which  penalty  was  increased  in 
171)2  to  twenty  pounds. 

Tlierc  were  other  provisions  in  these 
laws,  with  higher  penalties,  for  grannnar 
schools  ni  towns  of  100  families,  etc. 

These  laws  and  the  proceedings  of  towns 
imder  them,  have  been  altered  and  modi- 
tied  from  time  to  time,  as  the  population 
increased,  till  they  have  resulted  in  the 
school  district  system  now  established. 

I  mentioned  the  lirst  proceedings  of  the 
town  with  regard  to  a  school  in  1740,  in 
which  no  provision  was  made.  In  JNIarch 
171*2  at  the  annual  nuu-.ting,  "the  qiujstion 
was  put,  w  hetlier  the  town  would  grant 
twenty  pounds  for  schooling  of  tlie  child- 
ren in  this  town,  and  that  tlie  selectmen 
should  dispose  of  the  same  for  that  ])ur- 
pose,  and  it  passed  in  the  atfirmative." 
This,  then,  was  the  first  effectual  step  in 
providing  for  a  town  scbool ;  and  this,  as 
well  as  all  the  otiier  proceedings  1  am  relat- 
ing, had  rcfei'euce  to  wliat  is  now  oiu- 
town,  eciually  w  ith  what  is  left  in  Stur- 
bridge. 

On  the  9ih  of  April,  after  this  grant,  the 
selectmen  held  a  uu^'eting  at  the  dwelling 
house  of  Daniel  Fisk,  "to  consult  how  to 
dispose  of  the  money  granted  for  schooling 
and  they  resolved  as  follo\vs,  viz.,  tbat  the 
south  east  pait  shall  have  ten  pounds,  ten 
shillings,  divided  between  (blank),  ami  the 
northwest  part,  shall  have  nine  pounds, ten 
shillings,  divided  between  two  schools." 
I  presume  the  words  "two  schools"  was  in- 
tended or  omitted,  in  the  division  of  the 
south  east  part,  'i'his  part,  which  drew 
ten  pounds,  ten  shillings,  must  have  been 
partly  in  this  town.  The  money  was  paid 
for  female  teachers  or  "woman's  schools," 
as  they  were  called. 

It  happens,  as  a  source  of  information 
which  could  not  otherwise  be  obtauied, 
that,  up  to  this  time,  the  selectmen  re- 
corded their  orders  on  the  treasurcir  at 
length  among  the  town  records.  By  means 
of  these  we  are  enabled  to  give  the  names 
of  the  fotir  celebrated  school-mistresses 
who  first  had  tbe  honor  of  wieldingthe  birch 
upon  the  backs  of  those  who  were  then 
coming  upon  the  stage. 

The  lirst  order,  Dec.  6,  1742,  is  to 
"James  Dennison   five  poiuids,    live  shil- 
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lings,  old  tenor,  Avhich,  (paid)  to  INFargaret 
Maning,  for  keeping  seliool  at  his  liouse 
the  last  suniiner. 

By  tliis  little  scra^^  we  learn  many  impor- 
tant facts,  viz.,  tluit  the  school  was  in  this 
toAvn;  that  the  school  house  was  no  school 
house  at  all,  the  school  being  at  Mr.  Denni- 
son's  house,*  which  was  a  little  east  of  the 
dwelling  house  of  the  late  aged  Capt. 
Ivalph  Wheelock,  now  owned  byLovcll 
Morse,  and  lastly  that  the  name  of  the 
school  marm  was  Margaret  Maning.  Bless- 
ing and  peace  to  her  memory. 

The  next  order,  Dec.  21,  is  to  Jeremiah 
Streeter,  £4,  5s,  old  tenor,  for  his  wife,  her 
keei)ing  school  for  this  town  for  the  last 
smnnier."  This  is  less  explicit  than  the 
other, — but  Jeremiah  Strceter's  wife  kept 
the  school,  in  what  place  or  part  of  the 
town  I  cannot  ascertain. 

Another  order  is  "to  David  Shumway,  £4, 
15s,  old  tenor,  for  paying  jNIary  Hoar  for 
keeping  school  for  this  town  at  Joseph  Al- 
len's dwelling,  etc."  This  was  in  the  west- 
erly part  of  Sturbridge  and,  as  you  will 
observe,  was  in  a  dwelling  house. 

The  last  order  was  to  John  .Stacy,  £5,  2s, 
old  tenor,  for  his  (probably  wife  or 
daughter)  her  keeping  school,  etc." 

There  is  a  word  omitted  in  this  recoi'd — 
probably  it  was  Mr.  Stacy's  wife.  At  any 
rate,  her  name  was  Stacy. 

F'rom  these  facts  we  may  conclude  very 
safely  that,  at  this  time,  there  weie  no 
school  houses,  and  that  the  large  boys  had 
no  time  to  attend  school,  or  what  is  more 
probable,  that  in  the  winter  the  roads  were 
such  as  not  to  admit  of  much  travel. 

The  same  sum  (£20)  was  raised  and  a 
similar  divisiou  made  in  1744,  viz.,  £0,  10s, 
to  the  west  part  and  £10,  10s,  to  the  east 
part,  and  this  is  to  be  equally  divided  be- 
tween two  schools  in  each  part. 

The  town  had  built  a  house  for  public 
worship  in  1738,  and  on  the  20th  of  Sept., 
173().  had  settled  the  Bev.  Caleb  Bice,  as 
their  first  pastor.  Tlie  meeting  house,  be- 
ing erected  only  four  years  after  the  fii'st 
persons  began  the  settlement,  must  have 


*  It  was  kept  hi  his  l>arn  till  "liaytime," 
when  the  b  irn  was  waiueil  for  inoro  iinpoi  taiit 
mutters. 


been  an  ordinary  one,  probably  without 
any  pews  at  first.  This  will  appear,  as 
well  as  some  other  important  inferences, 
from  the  following  proceedings  at  a  town 
meeting,  Oct.  14,  1741. 

Upon  an  article  "to  see  whether  the 
town  will  (lot)  out  the  room  in  the  meeting 
house  under  the  galleries  and  come  into 
SOUK!  measures  to  do  and  accomplish  the 
same,"  it  was  voted  that  the  persons  who 
might  have  pews  should  enjoy  them,  with 
their  families,  etc.,  and  their  widows,  and 
after  that  said  pews  shall  return  to  the 
town  to  be  disposed  of,  etc.,  the  town  pay- 
ing the  cost  of  building  the  same;  from 
which  and  other  sul)sequent  proceedings 
it  is  evident  that  the  pews  were  to  be  built 
and  OA\ned  by  individuals;  and  a  committee 
was  chosen  to  lot  out  the  room  for  pews, 
observing  the  following  instructions:  "To 
haA'e  due  regard  to  age,  to  the  lirst  begin- 
ning in  town, — and  to  their  bearing 
chai'ges  in  town, — and  to  their  usefulness, 
and  to  dispose  of  the  room  for  pews  to  such 
persons  as  they  shall  think  fit." 

The  committee  were,  — Daniel  BMske, 
Capt.  ]\[oses  Marcy  ami  Dea.  Isaac  Newcdl. 
Their  duty  in  this  matter  was  truly  a  deli- 
cate one;  no  less  than  to  designate  the 
most  meritorious  man  in  town, — the  second, 
third  and  so  on  down.  They  undertook 
the  task,  however,  and  wei'C  to  I'eport  at 
the  next  March  meeting,  having  about  live 
months  to  deliberate. 

The  committee  nuide  their  report  as  ap- 
pointed, stating  that  they  had  planned,  di- 
vided and  numbered  said  room  into  18 
parts,  for  18 pews,  etc.,  and  further,  "We, 
the  said  committee,  met  on  the  0th  day  of 
February,  1742, and  did  agree  that,according 
to  the  instructions  given  us  by  the  town, 
the  following  persons  ought  to  have  the 
several  pew  spots  and  the  liberty  of  piteii- 
ing  in  the  following  order,  viz.,  JJoses 
iNfarcy  1st,  Henry  Fiske  2d,  Dea.  Isaac 
Newell  ;b-<l,  James  Dennison  4th,  Bvoland 
Tailor  5th,  Daniel  Fiske  (it,h,  Joseph  Baker 
7t,b,  Jo;u  ph  Cheney  8th,  David  Shumway 
0th,  David  Morse  10th,  Moses  Allen  11th, 
Joseph  Allen  12th,  Joseph  Smith  13th, 
Hinsdale  Clark  1 1th,  Fzekiel  Upham  15th, 
John  Harding  Kith,  Cal<;b  Haiding  I7tli, 
Edward  Foster  18th. 
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If  the  light  of  phrenology  had  shown  at 
that  tune  it  might  have  discovered  in  the 
craniunis  of  two  of  the  connnittee,  Moses 
Marcy  and  Isaac  Newell,  a  pretty  manifest 
development  of  the  organ  of  self-esteem,— 
being,  in  their  oAvn  judgment,  No.  1  and  H. 
The  other,  Daniel  Fiske,  was  more  modest, 
being  put  at  No.  0;  although  if  the  vot(.'S  of 
the  town  had  been  a  test,  he  A\  as  not  less 
deserving  than  either  of  the  others,  having 
in  every  year  from  tlie  commencement  up 
to  that  time  held  ft)ur  oilices,  selectman, 
town  clei'k,  treasurer  and  assessor.  Daniel 
Fiske  was  probably  younger  than  the 
others,  which  was  one  thing  to  be  taken 
into  consideration. 

There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  had 
this  scale  of  merit  been  made  by  the  votes 
of  the  town,  IMoses  Marcy  would  have  been 
placed  at  the  head,  and  probably  the  others 
nearly  as  they  were  arranged  by  the  com- 
mittee, for  their  report  was  accepted  and 
ordered  to  be  put  on  record. 

It  seems  there  were  only  18  pews;  of 
course  a  large  poi  tion  of  the  people,  if  they 
attended  meeting,  must  sit  in  the  galleries, 
or  in  seats. 

Of  these  18,  Moses  Marcy,  James  ])enni- 
son,  Hinsdale  (Mark,  Edward  Foster,  and 
perhaps  one  or  two  others,  resided  in  the 
Southbridge  part  of  the  town. 

There  was  still  complaint  that  the  "com- 
mons were  overstocked  with  cattle."  At 
that  time,  and  for  many  years  after,  there 
were  few  if  any  fences,  except  to  enclose 
the  little  lots  that  had  been  "brought  to" 
for  tillage  and  mowing.  The  cattle  were 
turned  in  common;  and  it  appears  that 
some  were  disposed  to  take  advantage  of 
this  liberal  sysiem  by  enticing  in  the  cattle 
of  their  neighbors  fi-om  the  adjoining 
towns,  for  which,  no  doidjt,  they  secretly 
got  something  by  way  of  compensation. 

To  remedy  this  kind  ctf  connivance  at 
trespass,  in  March,  1742,  it  was  voted  "that 
wdien  any  pei-son  be  convicted  of  taking 
any  neat  cattle  or  horses  to  run  on  their 
unimproved  land,  not  fenced,  in  Stur- 
bi'idge,  from  the  1st  oi'  jNFay  till  the  20th  of 
September  current,  other  than  their  own,  or 
shall  salt  them  wiih  their  cattle,  or  shall 
suffer  them  to  lie  in  theii-  yard  peaceably, 
either  dii-ecily  or  indiiectly,  shall  for 
eviiry  such  offence  forfeit,  and  pay  into  the 


proper  hawards,  or  lield-di-ivers,  the  just 
sum  of  twenty  shillings  for  the  use  of  the 
town." 

In  ni-'J  the  same  sum  of  £80,  old  tenor, 
was  raised  for  "schooling  tlieir  (diildren 
this  year,  and  the  selectmen  to  dispose  of 
it  for  that  use,  in  like  manner  as  they  did 
the  year  before." 

Jn  this  year  the  regulation  about  cattle 
feeding  on  the  common  land  was  contin- 
ued. 

in  March,  1714,  the  sum  of  ,1:40  was 
grant(!d  foi'  schooling  to  be  expended  by 
the  selectmen,  "one  half  of  it  to  l)e  for  a 
siinuner  school  and  the  other  half  for  a 
winter  school,"  There  was  afterwards  a 
(juestion  w  hether  the  money  for  a  winter 
school  should  belaid  out;  it  was  not  decid- 
eil  by  the  town  but  w  as  probably  not  laid 
out,  as  in  March.  J740,  a  grant  of  A;20  was 
nuule  as  at  lirst;  "the  school  should  be 
kept  in  four  places  in  the  town  and  chose 
four  men  to  proxiile  the  dames,  and  Dea. 
Isaac  Newell,  John  Harding,  llinsdah; 
Clark  and  Edmund  Jiivirmoie  were  chosen 
to  that  service.".  This  is  the  lirst  step  in. 
the  improvement  of  the  school  system,  by 
the  appointment  of  a  school  connnittee  or 
"four  men  to  provide  tlaiues."  The  plan, 
if  not  before,  has  been  since  atlopied  and 
sanctioned  by  law. 

In  1747  1'70  was  voted  "for  scliooling 
the  children,"  also  that  :i'4(»  be  laid  out  in 
the;  summer  season,  to  be  kept  in  four 
places,  and  James  Dennison.  J)a\  id  .Morse, 
David  Shumway  and  .Moses  Allen,  "be 
desired  to  take  care  and  get  proper  school 
dames  for  to  keep  school."  iL  seems  that 
one  out  of  the  four  connnittee  men,  Mr. 
Dennison,  was  in  tliis  town,  anil  this  was 
probably  about  the  proportion  which  the 
Soulhbridge  pai't  bore  to  the  whole  town 
at  that  time',  and  also  at  the  time  we  W(M'e 
set  off  in  isi(i. 

The  next  year,  1748,  £->{)  was  raised  for 
schooling,  "the  select  men  to  take  care 
that  ii,  be  carefully  laid  out  for  that  pur- 
pose." 

At  the  annual  meeting  for  choice  of 
town  olUcers,  etc.,  in  :*.Iarcli,  174i»,  the 
meeting  was  opened  by  prayer.  'J'his 
was  ihe  lirst  introduction  of  a  custom,  a 
vei'y  propel'  one,  which  has  geiu'rally,  if 
not  always  since  been   followed   in  that 
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town,  and  Soiitlibi-idgo,. 

In  May,  1719,  a  special  mcotin^^  was  called, 
the  principal  occasion  of  wliicli  was  a  cir- 
cnnistanco  wliich  at  thattinu;  and  probaldy 
in  other  towns  also,  oansod  great  tronble 
and  learfnl  apprehensions  on  the  part  of 
those  wlio  had  felt  it  a  duty  which  could 
liardly  be  called  in  (jn(;stion  without  ap- 
proaching to  impiety  to  provide  regularly, 
by  tax  on  all  the  inhabitants,  for  the  sup- 
l^ort  of  their  minister.  I  have  not  before 
mentioned  it  because  it  was  then  in  all  the 
lou  ns  a  uniform  custom  to  raise  nu)]u\y  by 
tax  for  this  purpose. 

At  every  annual  meeting  great  care  had 
been  taken  to  make  suitable  provision  for 
Mr,  Kice's  salary,  tire  wood,  etc.  The 
salary  had  risen  from  £110  to  £470,  lis,  Ip 
old  tenor.  In  the  first  years  his  wood 
was  provided  in  achlition,  but  this  year, 
with  the  last  named  sum  be  was  to  lind  his 
own  wood. 

The  circumstance  which  this  year  inter- 
rui)ted  this  state  of  things  was,  what  th(' 
authors  of  the  warrant  were  pleased  to  call 
in  I'clation  to  those  to  whom  it  applied, 
"Separating  themselves  fj-om  the  public 
worship  of  (lod  on  the  I.ord's  day  at  our 
meeting  house,"  and  the  question,  a  most 
imporiant  one  to  the  people  on  both  sides, 
to  be  settled  at  the  si)ecial  meeting  was, 
''whether  the  town  will  pass  a  vote  to  ex- 
empt those  people  from  paying  to  the  sujv 
l)ort  of  Mr.  Itice."  lint  it  was  loo  dirti- 
cult  a  question  to  be  settled  at  oiu'o.  The 
subject  Avas  undoubtedly  discussed,  but 
no  vote  was  taken. 

The  school  money  was  increased  to  £80 
to  be  divided  into  f(jur  pai'ts  of.  the  town, 
and  if  there  Avas  any  disagreement  in  dis- 
posing of  it,  the  selectmen  were  to  deter- 
]nine  the  matter.''  Tlu^  same  sum  was 
raistul  tlKUiext.  year  under  the  same  regu- 
lations. 

In  March,  1751,  the  town  granted  £50 
lawful  nioney  to  .Mr.  Kicf  foi-  hi.s  salaiy, 
equal  to  ^KU).;).']  or  £1575  old  t(Mior. 

The  etT(;ct  of  continuing  to  the  tax 
"Separatists"  as  they  were  at  lirst  called, 
(afterwards  Anabaptists  and  IJaptists) 
was  now  beginning  to  be  felt.  It  apjjcais 
Jonathan  Perry  refused  to  pay  and  proba- 
bly sulTered  the  collector  to  take  and  sell 
his  propjjrty,  aiul  then  h.ul  a  law  suit  with 


him.  Tn  ]\[arch,  1752,  the  question  was 
raised,  ''whether  the  toA\n  will  make  a 
grant  of  money  to  Jonathan  Mason  to 
make  satisfaction  for  his  damage  he  sus- 
tained in  the  law  suit  with  Jonathan  Perry, 
as  the  said  INIason  was  collector,"  but 
"sundry  persons  brought  in  a  paper,  to 
show  their  dislike  of  that  article  (in  the 
warrant)  and  it  was  not  acted  upon. 

At  this  period,  175*2,  the  currency  was 
changed.  The  lime  a\  ill  iu)t  allow  an  ex- 
planation in  detail  of  llu;  dil'fei'ent  kinds  of 
currency  which  hail  biuMi  in  use,  but  it  will 
be  ju'oper  here  to  state,  that,  to  pay  the 
enormous  ex])enses  which  IMassachusetts 
(more  than  all  the  other  states)  had  in- 
curred in  the  several  wars  witli  the  French 
and  Indians  in  Canada,  the  government  of 
this  province  had  issued  large  amounts  of 
l)aper  called  "bills  of  credit/'  the  value  of 
which  conipari'd  with  specie,  was  as  ^7.50 
to  ^rl.OO,  and  this  paper  or  curi'ency  is  re- 
feri-ed  to  when  "ol<l  tenor"  is  mentioned; 
although  1  believe  the  government  in  171S, 
passed  an  act  to  redeem  these  bills  of  credit 
at  the  rate  of  or  eight,  shillings,  for 

every  ^7.50  or  45  shillings,  provided  the 
government  of  (Ji'eat  Ihitaiu  should  pay 
us,  as  they  had  by  act  of  pai  liament  agreed 
to  do  for  lighting  her  battles. 

The  pecuniary  matters  which  are  hei-ein 
after  mentioned  are  to  be  considered  as 
lawfid  money  oi'  specie,  and  you  will  see 
that  the.  sums  raiseil  are  apparently  very 
small  compared  with  the  former  ones  in 
'•old  t(MU)r."' 

In  1751,  it  was  £10,  los,  Ipfor  schools  and 
£15  "for  the  town's  use"  and  the  next  year 
£2(1,  l;)s,  4p  for  both  purposes. 

Tn  March,  1752,  another  special  meeting 
was  callcil,  '"to  see  wliether  the  town  will 
come  into  tjomi;  methods  of  agreement  with 
the  separatists,  that  were  distrained  upon 
for  their  minister's  rates,"  etc.  The  meet- 
iug  was  held  ISlareh  27,  Moses  INfarcy,  mod- 
erator, a  place  whieh  he  always  was  called 
to  fill  \\]\cn  present.  1  give  the  proceed- 
ings just  as  they  are  recorded:  The  "sep- 
aratists was  desired  to  seat  themselves  in 
the  body  of  the  seats  on  the  men's  side, 
and  the  others  in  the  seats  on  the  women's 
side,  which  they  did.  The  moderator  then 
desired  that  there  might  be  a  friendly  con- 
fi.'rence,  and  to  see  if  by  some  means  or 
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other  -we  could  not  make  up  the  ditforciice 
between  us,  Avitliout  going  into  the  law, 
and  after  a  long  del)ate  the  separatists  wei  e 
asked  whether,  if  the  creations  and  all  Ihe 
goods  that  was  taken  from  them  by  distress 
for  their  minister  tax  in  the  year  IT-'/l  was 
returned,  would  satisfy  them  so  that  we 
miglit  live  together  like  Christian  friends 
and  neighbors.  They  answered  it  would 
satisfy  them  for  that  year  with  reasonable 
satisfaction,  and  no  further.  Then  they 
were  desired  to  bring  in,  in  wriiing,  what 
would  content  them,  w  hich  they  did  accord- 
ingly;  which  was  to  relurn  from  the  year 
1749,  and  one  from  the  year  1748  which  was 
John  Streeter.  It  was  earnestly  requested 
of  the  separatists  (separates  as  then  ex- 
pressed) that  as  we  then  did,  and  do  now 
believe  we  had  a  good  right  to  do  as  we 
did,  yet  for  peace  sake  that  we  might 
meet  one  another  and  agree ;  but  this  was 
refused  by  them.  And  then  it  was  put  to 
vole,  Avhether  the  town  would  return  back 
to  the  separatists  what  had  been  taken 
from  them  for  two  years  past,  and  it  passed 
in  the  negative.  And  then  the  separatists, 
most  of  them  withdrew  and  it  was  put  to 
vote,  whether  the  town  Mould  proceed  to 
the  choice  of  a  committee  to  treat  further 
with  them,  and  it  passed  in  the  attirma- 
tive."  The  committee  were  Natlu  Walker, 
James  Dennison,  Joseph  Baker,*  John 
Tarbell,  and  Moses  Marcy,  Avho  were  "to 
make  return  of  their  proceedings  as  soon 
as  may  be."  A  meeting  was  called  soon 
after  to  see  if  the  town  would  give  any 
further  instructions  to  the  connnittee,  but 
none  were  given.  The  expenses  of  the 
law  suit  were  afterwards  paid  by  the  town 
to  Jonathan  Mason,  being  S:iS,  Is,  8p,  law- 
ful money. 

March  15,  17r>:l,  il  Avas  voted  to  build 
three  school  houses,  tlie  location,  etc.,  not 
provided  for. 

In  1754  the  town  raised  £'40  lawful  mon- 
ey '"to  mend  the  roads  with" — ''allowing 
two  shillings  to  each  man  per  day,  for  a 
day's  work  and  for  a  yoke  of  oxen  one  shill- 
ing, and  one  shilling  for  a  cart."  At  the 
same  time,  March  4,  1754,  the  town  voted 
to  hire  Ichabod  Sparrow  Paine  "lo  ke(>p 
school  in  town"  and  made  a  grant  of  eight 
pounds  ($20.07)  *'for  schooling  the  child- 


ren "  Whether  tliis  sum  was  in  addition' 
to  tlie  salary  of  Sparrow  Taine,  and  to  pay 
the  "Dailies"  —  or  to  be  the  whole  for 
srliooliiii;-  does  not  api)ear.  This  is  tlie 
Ih'st  account  1  can  tind  of  any  provision  for 
a  male  teacher  or  school  master,  ami  tlio 
iirst  mention  that  is  made  of  a  school 
house,  except  in  the  vote  the  year  befoi-c 
foi-  three  to  be  l)uilt,  is  in  the  record  of  a  road 
beginning  at  the  south  side  of  Quinebaug 
river  near  Dea.  Fostei''s  bridge,  d<jwn  the 
river  to  the  mouth  of  Hatchet  brook, 
thence  to  a  stump  and  a  heap  of  siones, 
thence  by  the  school  house,  then  turning 
more  east  through  Sargent  James  Denni- 
son's  lane  to  a  stake  and  heap  of  stones," 
etc.,  by  Joshua  Ilai-ding's  land,  "to  a 
Woodstock  road."  This  road  was  from 
the  Westville  factory  round  by  the  ('ai)t. 
Wheelock  house,  etc.,  and  the  school  house 
probably  the  first  ever  built  in  Sturbridge, 
certainly  ihe  first  in  this  town,  was  exact- 
ly where  Cyrus  Ammidown  now  lives. 
This  road  was  laid  out  in  Feb.,  1754,  and  tlie 
school  house  was  i)i-ohal)ly  built  the  year 
before.  Dennison  Wheelock,  born  in  175;!, 
and  now  living,  is  perhaps  the  only  one 
who  can  renunnber  attending  school  at 
that  house. 

In  Decembei",  1754,  provision  was  made 
to  fence  the  burying  grounds  l>y  a  stone 
wall. 

In  March,  1751),  "after  some  considerable 
debate  about  schooling,  the  (piestion  was 
put  whether  the  town  M  ould  giant  £'l;],  Os, 
8p,  lawful  moii(!y,  for  winter  sclujol  and  it 
passed  in  the  ahirmative,"  ^\hieh  is  the 
tirst  provision  made  for  a  M  intcr  school. 

Caleb  h'ice,  the  Ih'st  minister  died  Sept. 
2,  1751),  and  llui  town  had  no  set' led  minis- 
ter, till  the  17fh  June,  1701,  when  the  Uev, 
.Joshua  Faille  was  ordained  as  their  pastor. 
In  the  mean  time  arrangements  M'ere  made 
for  a  constant  supply  of  preaching.  At 
the  toM  U  meeting,  Feb.  10,  17()1,  to  decid<^ 
on  concurring  with  the  church  which  had 
voted  to  invite  Mr.  Paine  to  settle,  there 
Avere  l>.'5  votes  given,  and  all  for  Mr.  Paine. 
It  appears  from  this  that  there  must  have 
been  more  than  1()()  voters  in  toMU  at  that 
time,  a  considerable  number,  aljout  one 
lifth  ha\ing  w  ithdrawn  from  that  denomi- 
nation, and  according  to  the  usual  i^ropor- 
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tioii,  botwoon  the  voters  and  the  whole 
population,  there  were  seven  or  eight  hun- 
dred iidiabitants,  and  perliaps  from  150  to 
200  hi  this  town  including  the  parts  from 
Charlton  and  Dudley,  in  neither  of  which 
were  nianji^'settlemenis  in  1701. 

Note. — Mr.  Paine  was  ordained  June  17, 
I7til.  1  have  reason  to  believe  he  was  a  young 
unmarried  man  and  (juih}  a  popular  prcach- 
(;r,  and  especially  intci-esting  to  the  fair 
"dames"  who  aLteath'd  church.  1  get 
these  opinions  from  tlu;  f()llo^ving  transac- 
tion about  a  year  after  Mr.  Paine  was  set- 
tled, from  the  records :  Then  there  was  a 
petition  from  Ilanriah  Allen,  Elizabeth 
Hooker,  lihoda  Clark,  Dinah  Allen,  Abi- 
gail Mason,  t>usannah  Sollis,  I^ois  John- 
son, Mary  JNfason,  Al)igail  Fay,  Elizabeth 
Allen,  Ai)igail  Allen,  Deborah  Eaalkner, 
Hannah  Chub  and  Eliza[)eth  Chickeiing, 
"showing  that  ihe  hind  seat  in  the  wom- 
an's side  gallery  is  so  low  that  they  can  m^t 
see  the  minister,  and  the  other  seats  are 
full  and  crowded  so  that  it  is  very  uncom- 
fortable sitiing;  praying  favor  of  tin;  town 
that  the  town  would  grant  them  lil)erty  to 
build  a  pew  where  the  hind  seat  is,  etc." 

This  surely  was  a  grievance;  not  to  be 
boi'ue,  after  a  new  young  ininist(;r  was 
settled,  alihough  they  had  before  nuule  no 
complaini  under   their   former  minister. 

'IMie  jn'^i-yf''"  these;  young  ladies  (young 
ladies,  no  doubt)  was  granted,  and  they 
])rol)ably  soon  raised  themselves  up  in 
sight  of  the  minister,  even  so  high  that  he 
could  see  them. — M.  P. 

In  March,  1701,  a  connnittee"oiil  of  every 
corner,"  was  chosen  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  affairs  of  schools  and  report  to  the 
town. 

There  were  persons  in  different  parts  of 
the  town  who  petitioned  to  have  themone^y 
they  were  assessed  for  schools,  to  be  laid 
out  among  themselves.  Some  of  these 
were  granted  and  some  were  refused  by  1  he 
committee;  Avherc  this  privilege  was  grant- 
ed as  recommended  by  the  comnuttee,  it 
Avas  still  reserved  for  the  town  to  have  it 
under  their  eye,  how  the  money  is  exi)end- 
ed.  In  general  the  eonnuittee  reported 
"that  each  school  district  should  draw  out 
of  the  treasury  as  much  money  as  they  pay 
to  the  school  rate,"  and  this  part  of  the 
report  was  adopted. 

This  was  the  first  step  taken,  calculated, 
as  it  must  of  necessity,  to  result  in  the 
establishment  of  regular  school  dislrlets, 
withdelinite  limits.  At  first  wdien  there 
were  but  few  inhabitants  it  was  found  ex- 


pedient to  assign  £0,  10s  to  the  North  West, 
and  i'lO,  U)s,  old  tenor,  to  the  ,S<juth  West 
part  of  the  town,  the  whole  being  about 
equal  to  $1).00  in  silver.  Aficr  about  twenty 
years  it  luul  arisen  to  £i;],  Os,  Sp,  lawful 
nuniey,  or  about  .•:^44.5o  and  this  it  was  very 
evident,  could  not  w  ith  anything  like  con- 
venience be  appropriated  or  used  in  any 
one  place  to  support  one  teacher  as  the  law 
seemed  to  have  contemplated.  The  renn;- 
dy  for  this  dillicidty  was  in  making  ,scho»d 
disti'icts,  and  this  I'i'uiedy  was  applied  l)y 
the  people  before  our  lawmakers  X-xjhilfd 
out  the  way. 

There  was  a  division  of  the  town  ijito 
live  school  districts  made  by  a  committee 
appoiutetl  foi  that  purpose  in  Feb.  1701. 
This  eonnuittee  consisted  of  the  following 
persons:  George  Watkins,  Daniel  Eiske, 
Palpli  Wheelock,  James  J(diuson,  Edward 
Poster,  Joseph  Cheney,  Davitl  Morse, 
David  Shumway,  Aaron  Allen.  The  re- 
port was  accepted  March  o,  17i)4,  The 
division  was  as  nnght  be  expected,  not 
very  explicitly  delined  but  was  no  doubt 
well  understood  by  the  peoi)le  at  the  time. 

There  w  as  but  one  disti'ict  in  this  tow  n, 
called  the  Southerly  District.  The  bounds 
ext(;nded  from  Charlton  line,  beyonil  Mr. 
John  McKinstry's,  by  a  saw-null,  (then 
standing  where  his  mill  now  is,  and  be- 
longing to  Pidjin  Ellis)  to  the  place  now 
ow  ned  by  Mr.  Eeonard,  and  continuing  to 
near  the  mills  of  Jei)hthah  Plimpton; 
thence  south  to  Woodstock  line,  including 
all  that  was  south  and  east  of  these  lines. 
The  school  house  was  to  be  east  from  Sar- 
gent Dennison's  gate,  about  20  rods,  that 
is  20  rods  east  of  an  old  house  that  stood, 
or  now  stands,  near  the  Capt.  Wheelock 
houst;.  The  reason  why  this  was  located 
thei'e  is,  that  the  one  which  had  lii-st  been 
built  below  was  burned  down.  This  then. 
72  years  ago,  nuist  have  been  tin;  only 
school  house  within  our  limits,  unless  there* 
was  one;  in  Jhe  Dudley  pai't,,  or  in  or  near 
what  is  called  "the  c-ity,"  or  AmmidoN\'n 
village. 

The  grant  of  money  after  this  division 
and  for  tlie  year  1704  was  "2o  pounds  law  ful 
money  for  a  winter  school,  ami  also  8 
pounds  for  a  summer  school,  to  be  kept  by 
a  wonuiu,  for  the  instruction  of  little  child- 
ren; said  8  pounds  granted  with  this  provi- 
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so, — that  the  money  belonging  to  each 
school  district  be  expended  at  such  place  or 
places  in  the  district  as  the  district  shall 
agree  npon,  to  be  left,  in  order  that  every 
part  of  each  district  may  be  profited  there- 
by, as  much  as  may  be,  in  case  the  districts 
arc  agreed;  if  not,  the  selectmen  to  deter- 
mine the  matter."  The  proportion  or  di- 
vision of  money  for  winter  and  summer 
schools  established  at  this  time  was  about 
the  same  as  is  now  made  in  this  town,  that 
is,  three-fourths  for  the  former  and  one- 
fourth  for  the  latter.  It  was  at  the  same 
time  voted  that  every  school  district  build 
their  own  school  house,  and  that  the 
school  houses  be  devoted  to  that  use  tor  the 
town;  and  also  "that  the  school  houses  be 
completed  and  linished,  so  as  to  keep 
school  in  them  by  the  first  of  October 
next."  (1704).  These  arrangements  were 
probably  soon  carried  into  effect;  and  the 
only  alterations  which  have  since  been 
made  in  our  common  school  system  are  tlie 
division  and  increasing  the  number  of 
school  districts,  as  the  population  in- 
creased, increasing  the  amount  of  money 
raised  for  schooling,  and  the  appointment 
of  a  school  committee  for  each  district,  and 
a  general  superintending  committee  for  the 
whole  town  to  examine  teachers  as  to 
their  qualifications,  direct  the  kinds  of 
books  to  be  used,  and  to  visit  the  schools. 

I  have  endeavored  thus  to  trace  the  vari- 
ous steps  taken  by  our  ancestors  in  pro- 
viding for  the  education  of  their  children, 
particularly  as  the  subject  is,  in  itself,  one 
of  great  interest,  and  it  also  shows,  in  some 
measure,  the  geneial  progress  in  the  state 
of  society  in  relation  to  many  of  its  most 
distinguishing  features.  The  state  of  things 
here  found  to  exist  at  different  periods  was 
probably  much  the  same  as  in  other  towns 
in  New  England  of  similar  age,  although  it 
may  be  presumed  that  those  towns  which 
were  settled  prior  to  the  close  of  "King 
Phillip's  War,"  in  1(37(),  could  make  but 
little,  if  any,  permanent  provision,  except 
in  one  fortified  place,  for  schools,  being  in 
constant  danger  of  attacks  from  the  Indi- 
ans. When  they,  these  dangers,  had 
ceased,  and  the  remnants  of  the  unfoitu- 
nate  red  men  had  all  departed  to  the  West 
and  to  Canada,  it  was  the  custom  to  estab- 


lish "moving schools,"  as  they  were  called 
and  in  some  towns  it  M'as  voted  "to  have 
a  reading,  writing  and  moving  school  for 
six  months."  From  this  first  plan  they 
proceeded  soon  to  a  division  of  the  money, 
to  a(!(M)mmo(late  different  parts  of  tlie 
town  at  the  same  season  of  the  year;  then 
to  a  division  of  the  territory  into  districts, 
etc.,  as  we  have  seen. 

These  remarks  will  render  any  further 
notice  of  proceedings  in  relation  to  schools 
unnecessary,  except,  perhai)s,  to  speak  of 
n(!W  districts  or  subdivisions. 

In  the  year  17(15  the  goverinnent  of  Great 
Britain  began  the  system  of  taxation, 
which  was  considered  by  the  colonies  as 
the  commencement  of  a  course  of  meas- 
ures calculated  to  make  Xhenx  little  better 
than  the  slaves  of  England.  The  Stauip 
Act  was  the  first  measure  which  caused 
alarm,  and  it  created  great  excitement, 
particularly  in  Massachusetts;  aud  this 
leeliug  was  soon  mauifrhted  in  the  action 
of  the  people  at  their  public  town  meet- 
ings. In  a  warrant  for  a  meetiug  Oct., 
17()5,  a  leading  article  was:  "To  see  if  the 
town  will  give  their  representatives  some 
instructions  respecting  the  Stamp  Act, 
coining  in  force,  imposing  a  tax  ui>on  these 
colonies."  And  it  was  voted  to  give  the 
followiug  instructions,  viz. :  "The  town 
looked  upon  the  duty  of  the  Stamp  Act  to 
lie  insupportable,  and  to  instru('t  their  rep- 
resentative to  use  the  utmost  of  Ids  endeav- 
ors, consistent  with  loyally,  that  said  Stamp 
Act  may  be  repealed." 

The  instruction  here  given  is  stated  to 
be  to  "their  representative"  ;  but  1  do  not 
find  up  to  this  t  ime  that  any  representative 
had  been  chosen  by  the  town,  nor  until 
JSIay,  1700,  when,  in  pursuance  of  an  article 
in  the  warrant  for  that  purpose,  "the  town 
made  choice  of  Moses  JNIarcy,  Esq.,  to  rtq)- 
resent  them  in  the  great  and  general  court 
this  year." 

It  seems  that  tlie  Lieut.  Gov(M-nor  and 
others  had  sn'<taiiied  a  seveii*  loss,  occa- 
sioned by  a  mob,  or  riot,  in  I>ost,on,  re- 
specting the  Staujp  Act,  and  the  town  voteil 
that  the  representative  .should  use  his  en- 
deavor in  the  geiuu-al  court  that  the  loss  of 
the  Lieut,  (iovernor  be  made  up  to  him, 
"with  as  much  credit  and  as  little  charge 
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to  tlie  pi'ovinco  as  may  bo,"'  etc. 

Ill  1708  sundry  persons  potiiioncd  to  the 
town,  "rc'([ucsiing  tlu-y  may  have  ilio  liljcr- 
ty  of  taking  tlieir  soais  in  tlio  nun'ting 
houso  in  llie  ivont  galloi'y,  or  wlu-rc'  tlic 
to\vn  sliall  think  pi'opcr,  in  order  to  carry 
on  the  duty  of  singing  Avitli  more  regular- 
ity, decency,  and  good  order." 

ri'cvious  to  this  re(iuest  tlie  singers  liad^ 
as  we  may  infei-,  l)een  seated  promiscnously 
among  tlie  audience.  The  town  granted 
the  privilege  as  recjuested  till  tlu'  next  town 
meeting,  and  tlien  voted  thai,  it  'i)e  con- 
tinued to  them  during  th(i  town's  pleas- 
ure." 

]t  lias  prohahly  ever  since  l)een  tlie 
"pleasure"  of  the  tow  n,  as  well  as  of  other 
religious  assemblies  for  puldic  woi-ship,  to 
permit  the  singers  to  sit  by  themselves  in 
tlie  front  gallery. 

In  May,  ,1770,  Jeremiah  ]\Iorse,  Eplu-aim 
Bacon  and  others,  no  doubt  linding  it  very 
inconvenient  to  send  their  children  to 
school  at  the  house  near  Capt,  Wheehjck's, 
petitioned  lohave  the  beiieiit  of  w  hat  money 
they  pay  towards  tlie  school  rate  yearly, 
and  the  town  vo:ed  tlu^yhave  the  benelil  of 
their  money,  "meaning all  south  and  soutli- 
east  of  Mr.  Seth  Ilamanl's."  Seth  llam- 
aiit  then  lived  a  little  Ijeyond  the  bnjuk  at 
the  north  end  of  licbanon  Hill,  so  called. 

.This  division  was  the  lirst  made  of  the 
on(>  district,  which  before  embraced  nearly 
the  whole  of  this  town  and  a  part  of  KStur- 
bridge;  and  it  was  the  fouiidaticin  of  tin? 
district  and  school  house  near  Mr.  Freeman 
Pratt'S.  The  selectmen  were  still  to  divide 
or  apportion  the  school  money  in  the  dis- 
tricts as  they  should  think  most  just,  and 
for  the  benefit  of  the  disti'icts.  District  es- 
tablished in  INIarch,  1772. 

In  INIay,  1771,  the  town  chose  l)ea. 
Daniel  Fiske  to  represent  them  in  the  gen- 
eral court.  There  had  been  none  chosen 
from  1700  to  this  time.  In  177;>  the  excite- 
ment and  contest  in  relation  to  taxing  the 
Anabaptists,  as  they  w  ere  then  called,  had 
mostly  subsided,  and  tlie  town  voted  very 
liberally  to  exempt  Jonathan  l\'rry  and 
others  from  the  minister  r.il c,  not wil li- 
standing  their  not  gi\  ing  in  to  the  assessors 
certilicates  agreeable  to  ]ii\v. 

In  March,  1774,  upon  llie  petition  of 
Jeremiah  Morse,  Henry  Pratt* and  others, 


the  town  vottnl,  or  inadi;  a  grant  of  /I'l,  10s, 
law  fill  liioney,  to  theii'  scliool  district,  in 
addition  to  their  school  m(;n(;y,  iiKjre  than 
tlic\  ]tay.  This  vote  is  perhaps  of  S(jme 
imp(>rtance  as  a  precedent,  it  Ijcing  llie 
only  iiislaiice  up  to  tliis  time  in  which  a 
distiii'i  )'ecei\('d  any  more  than  they  paid. 

In  177-1  Ihe  sum  raiscMl  for  schools  was 
IT)'),  hiwitil  money,  ■sl(;().(;7,  on(!-(|uarter 
part  thcj-eof  for  a  summer  "womairs  scbocjl. 
in  this  year  (177-1)  the  subject  of  Imildiiig 
a  new  meeting  house  came  up,  but  it  being 
about  the  commencement  of  the  great 
struggle  ])etween  the  eolonit'S  and  I'-nglaiui, 
which  re(jiiii-ed  all  the  attention  and  re- 
sources (;f  the  p(H)])le,  the  building  of  a 
meeting  hou^e  Avas  postponed  till  after ,the 
war. 

Some  of  the  proceedings  of  the  people  as 
indicated  in  their  i)ulilic  meet ings  on  the 
sul)jei-t  of  the  coming  contest  for  inde- 
pendence I  think  should  here  be  men- 
tioned, although  these  and  some  other 
matters,  Mliich  might-  be  omitted,  will  pei- 
haps  extend  this  lecture  beyond  reasonable 
limits. 

An  infoi-mal  meeting  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  tow  n,  upon  the  i  e(jnest  of  the  se- 
lectmen, was  held  at  the  meeting  house  on 
jMonday,  the  27th  (^f  .lime,  1774.  It  may 
be  pi'oper  to  mention  that  the  selectmen 
for  that  year  were  Dea.  Daniel  Fiske,  (  'apt. 
Nathanii'l  Walker.  Fnsign  James  Johnson, 
Lieut.  John   ''i'arbell,  incut  .Samuel  J\His. 

The  object  of  the  meet  ing,  w  hich  was  at- 
tended "very  unanimously,"  A\as  "to  con- 
sider of  some  measure  proper  to  lie  adopti'd 
f(n'  the  safety  and  (Ud'ence  of  the  pi  ()\  ince 
in  this  distressc^d  condition  by  reason  of 
several  late  acts  of  the  JJritish  Parli.inieiit. 
After  solemn  p)-ayej-  to  (Jod  ivi  diri'ciion, 
])ro('e(;ded  alter  ibis  manner: 

The  .Selectmen  to  ])i'eside  in  the  meeting; 
Dea.  Daniel  I'iske,  speaker.  After  con- 
sid(  rable  d('bat  e  on  adopting  some  mcasui'C 
f(M-  the  safely  and  del'enc(>  of  the  province, 
etc.,  it  api>eai-ed  to  be  the  mind  of  the 
{own  uniN crsally  not  to  purchase  any  goods 
which  shall  be  impoi'ted  fioni  (o'cat  Pri- 
tain  aft<'r  the  time  stipulated  and  agreed 
to;  and  then,  and  soon  after,  generally 
signed  the  Wcn-cester  covenant,  w  ith  some 
small  alteration,  and  universally  that  and 
the  Perkshire  covenant,  with  some  altera- 


22 


HISTORY  OP  SOUTTlDTtTDOE, 


tion  in  that."  I  here  give  the  precise 
language  of  the  person  wlio  kept  the  record 
of  the  meeting,  who  was  Joshua  Harding, 
Sr.,  tlien  town  clerk. 

Another  meeting  was  held  August  25, 
1774,  upon  a  like  request  of  tlu^  selectmen. 
A  motion  was  discussed  that,  '•considering 
the  present  alarming  situation  of  our  pub- 
lic allairs,  by  reason  of  several  late  acts  of 
the  British  Parliament,  altering  the  coui-se 
of  justice  and  annihilating  our  once  free 
constitution  of  government,  a  committee 
be  chosen  in  each  town  in  the  county  to 
meet  together  at  Worcester,  or  some  suita- 
ble place,  to  consult  and  advise  what  is 
necessary  and  prudent  to  be  done  by  the 
inhal^itants  of  this  county." 

The  town  was  very  generally  assembled, 
and  it  was  voted  to  choose  a  connuittee  of 
five,  viz.,  Dea.  Moses  Wild,  Timothy  New- 
ell,* William  McKinstry,  John  Salmon  and 
Benjamin  Freeman.  Two  of  these  were  to 
meet  with  the  committee  of  the  other 
towns  and  make  report  at  an  adjourned 
meeting.  At  the  adjourned  meeting  the 
connuittee  laid  before  the  town  their  pro- 
ceedings and  resolves  at  the  convention  at 
Worcester,  which,  ''being  read  twice  dis- 
tinctly," were  all  approved  by  vote. 

Sept.  28th  a  regular  meeting  was  called 
by  the  selectmen  to  act  on  various  impor- 
tant matters  relating  to  this  subject.  It 
was  proposed  to  provide  a  field-piece,  but 
the  town  "did  not  look  upon  it  necessary." 
It  was  voted  to  provide  4  half  barrels  of 
powder,  500  pounds  of  lead  and  500  flints, 
in  addition  to  the  town  stock  of  anlmuni- 
tion. 

Capt.  Erasmus  Babbit,  Sr.,  and  Mr.  Tim- 
othy Newell  gave  the  town  one-half  barrel 
.  of  powder,  for  which  the  town  voted  them 
thanks.  A  committee  was  chosen  to  make 
jirovisions  for  the  men  in  this  town,  in  case 
tliey  should  be  called  away  upon  any  sud- 
den emergency.  This  committee  was  En- 
sign James  Johnson,  Capt.  Joseph  Cheney, 
Lieut,  Henry  Fiske,  Mr.  Hinsdale  Clark, 
Capt.  Ezekiel  Upham,  Mr.  Stephen  Ce- 
rould,  and  Mr.  John  Marsh.  It  was  also 
voted,  "by  a  great  majority,"  to  pay  the 
men,   in  case  they  should  suddenly  Ite 

*Mar(;\,  afttTwiird  Gov.  Mem.  of  Gov. 
poun.  council,  etc. 


called  away. 

C-apt.  Timothy  Parker  was  chosen  a  del- 
egate to  the  Provincial  Congress,  to  be 
convened  at  Concord,  the  second  Tuesday 
of  Oct.,  1774. 

There  was  a  province  tax  laid  upon  the 
towns,  the  ])ayinent  of  which  was  pi'obably 
to  ha  voluntary,  if  at  all,  it  being  out  of  the 
regular  course  of  proceedings. 

The  town,  at  a  meeting  Nov.  17,  1774, 
voted  unanimously  that  the  constables  of 
the  town  pay  the  province  tax  to  Heiiry 
Gardner,  Esq.,  of  Stow,  and  that  his  re- 
ceipt thereof  should  ever  thereafter  operate 
as  an  effectual  discharge. 

Capt.  Kalph  Whcelock,  Dea.  Daniel 
Eiske,  Mr.  Aaron  Allen,  Mr.  Aaron  Weld, 
and  Lieut.  John  Tarbell  were  chosen  a 
committee  to  inspect  the  buying,  selling 
and  consuming  East  India  teas.  Two  half 
barrels  of  powder  and  800  poumls  of  lead 
was  added  to  the  stock  of  ammunition ;  and 
the  Eev.  Joshua  Paine  gave  one  halt'  bar- 
rel of  powder  and  Lieut.  Henry  Fiske  100 
pounds  of  lead,  for  which  the  town  voted 
their  acknowledgment  of  the  favors. 

It  was  then  prox^osed  that  all  men  in 
town  of  10  years  old  and  upwards  meet  at 
INfeeting  house  on  the  first  Monday  of  De- 
cember, 1771,  at  10  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
with  arms  and  annnunition,  in  order  for 
viewing. 

On  the  day  appointed,  to  which  time  the 
town  meeting  had  been  adjourned,  the  town 
"very  generally  met  on  the  training  field," 
(the  common  was  then  called  a  training 
held)  "and  having  formed  themselves  into 
proper  order,  the  companies  of  foot,  the 
minute  men,  the  troop — all  belonging  in 
town,  the  company  of  alarm  men, — all 
marched  into  the  meeting  house  in  good 
order,  having  fixed  themselves  together, 
there  beiilg  silence  and  good  order.  After 
solemn  prayer  to  God  and  singing,  the  Kev. 
Mr.  Paine  preached  a  sermon  from  psalms 
(blank).  Arrangements  were  then  made 
to  see.  that  all  the  different  companies  were 
duly  ecjuipped,  a  committee,  consisting  of 
the  selectmen  and  Capt.  Josei)h  Cheney 
and  Lieut.  (lenry  l^'iske,  being  chosen  for 
that  pui-p(ise. 

A  committee  of  one  in  each  school  dis- 
trict was  chosen  to  ol>tain  the  signature  of 
every  individual  in  town  to  an  instrument 
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binding  them  to  a  strict  observance  of  the 
rnles  of  tlie  Continental  Congress, — in  par- 
ticular that  part  called  the  assoclaiion. 

Upon  the  report  of  a  connnitLee  as  to 
delinquents  in  arms  and  amnuniition,  the 
town  voied  "that  it  is  the  sense  of  this 
town  that  every  man  in  town  able  to  fur- 
nish themselves  with  arms  and  aiiuuuni- 
tion  do  forthwith  fix  themselves  complete, 
and  be  it  further  recommended  by  the 
town,  in  the  strongest  terms,  to  all  in  town 
unprepared  to  defend  our  just  rights  and 
privileges  and  all  that  is  dear  to  us,  in  this 
time  of  great  danger  and  distress,  to  exert 
themselves  to  the  utmost,  to  be  prepared 
immediately." 

In  March,  1775,  the  school  district  in 
this  town  was  again  divided  by  establishing 
what  is  now  the  centre  district.  The 
bounds  were  "so  far  west  as  to  take  Jona- 
than Perry  (now  called  the  Nathan  Hard- 
ing place)  and  thence  over  the  river,  about 
southwest,  to  include  Zeeb  Clark;  from 
thence,  about  southeast,  to  include  the  land 
of  Benjamin  and  David  l)ix  (late  Ephraim 
Wheelock's)  and  Ichabod  Pobl)ing  (now 
Moses  Mason's),  and  thence  south  to 
Woodstock  line,"  on  the  southeast,  bound- 
ed of  course  by  the  Pratt  district.  The 
spot  for  .the  school  house  to  be  on  land  of 
Col.  Marcy,  west  of  the  road,  about  20  rods 
south  of  Benjamin  Freeman'-^;  house, 
*  "where  the  sc1k)o1  house  now  stands." 
This  place  was  near  where  the  house  of  l^r. 
Jenks  stands,  and  it  seems  that  a  school 
house  had  been  biult  before  the  division 
was  authorized  by  the  town.  The  spot  for 
the  other  school  house  was  "on  the  road 
leading  from  John  Marsh's  (now  Grosvenor 
Marsh's)  to  the  meeting  house  on  Ensign 
Ellis's  land,  where  the  school  hous(i  now 
stands,"  that  is,  at  the  time  of  their  loca- 
tion, which  was  probably  the  same  place 
■where  the  present  house  is  located. 

From  1774  to  17S4  a  change  had  takon 
place  in  the  affairs  of  this  country,  perhaps 
unequalled  in  importance  in  the  polUical 
history  of  the  world.  Prior  to  the  lli'st 
mentioned  period,  all  our  warrants  for 
town  meetings  commenced  with  the  im- 
posing authority  of,— "In  his  Majesty's 
name,"  etc.,  and  generally  ended  with  a 
double  reference  to  tlie  year  of  our  Lord 
and  the  "year  of  his  Majesty's  reign."  It 


was  not  so  now.  We  had  nothing  with 
"bis  Majesty,"  and  instead  of  his  iiaiiu?, 
our  pret-L'i.ts  were  to  be  served,  "In  the 
nann;  of  the  ( 'onnnonw  ealth  of  INLassachu- 
st^tts." 

Besides  the  natural  conse(iuence  of  the 
Pevokuiou,  Nsiiich,  througlKjut  our  whole 
country,  [iroduiU'd  a  new  state  of  things,  a 
new  tone  of  tliought  and  feeling,  in  every 
individual  left  upt)U  the  stage; — a  great 
change  bad  tal;en  i)lace  among  our  inhabi- 
tants. Many  of  the  "fathers  of  the  town," 
were  no  longer  tliei'c!,  or  had  ct-ascd  to  be 
actors  in  puljlie  life.  ^Vnotlier  generation 
had  come  on,  and  we  lind  in  17S4,  .loshua 
Harding,  Jr.,  town  clerk;  Benjamin  Free- 
man, Henry  Fiske  Jr.,  etc.,  selectmen; 
and,  in  general,  the  sons  of  the  tirst  inhab- 
itants, or  others  of  similar  age,  who  liad 
moved  into  town,  were  the  persons  in  act- 
ive life. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  suV)ject  of 
a  new  meeting  house  came  up  in  177-1,  and 
was  then  postponed.  It  was  again  brouglit 
up  before  the  town,  in  dittereni,  ways  and 
at  different  times  in  178-J  and  4;  and  1 
should  think,  from  the  general  nature  of 
the  proceedings,  that  tlie  iuhaljitants 
living  in  this  part  of  the  town  wiu'e  op- 
posed to  building.  There  \wro  several 
close  votes  on  the  siUiject, — sometimes  for 
and  then  against,  raising  money  for  that 
purpose.  And  I  infer  from  this  that  even 
at  that  time  the  minds  of  the  people  in  this 
section  had  been  led  to  contemplate  t.lie 
prospect  of  having  a  meeting  house,  and  at 
least  a  parish  in  this  jtart  of  the  town. 

A  building  connnittee  had  Iteen  chosen, 
and  while  the  work  of  erecting  and  tinisli- 
ing  the  meeting  house  was  going  on,  em- 
barrassments were  thrown  in  the  way  as  to 
in-oviding  the  necessary  fimds,  or  paying 
the  expenses  they  had  incurred.  On  a 
question  whether  uOO  poimds,  which  had 
once  been  gianted  and  the  vote  reconsid- 
ered, should  be  immediately  assessed,  the 
vote  was,  allirmaiive,  o2;  negative,  28;  and 
immediately  after  a  nund>er  of  persons, 
among  wliom  were  Capt.  Palph  Wbeelock, 
Mr.  John  Marsh,  etc.,  remonst  rated  against 
the  votes  Avhich  had  been  passed,  on  ac- 
count of  illegality  as  to  the  place  of  posting 
up  warrants.  This  was  in  Sept.,  1784.  In 
the  next  year  there  was  a  petition  of  per- 


24 


ITTSTOI^Y  OF  SOXTTlTBKrDGE. 


sons  living  near  Erooklield,  and  probably 
joined  by  otbers  in  this  part,  to  have  the 
town  divided  into  three  districts,  or  pre- 
cincts, but  it  was  voted  against  '  by  a  gi  eat 
majority." 

The  meeting  honse,  however,  was  fin- 
ished in  1785,'  or  early  in  tlie  next  year,  and 
the  same  year  the  liaptist  meeting  house 
on  Fisk's  Hill  was  erected. 

In  June,  178G,  a  committee,  which  had 
been  a])pointed  for  that  purpose,  l)y  a  re- 
port, which  Avas  accepted,  numbered  all  the 
school  districts  in  the  town,  allixiug  to 
each  number  the  name  of  some  person 
living  near  the  school  house.  There  wei'e 
eleven  districts,  three  of  which  were  in 
this  town,  viz.:  Southbridge  — No.  4, 
Ralph  Wheelock;  10,  II(>nry  I'ratt;  l>en- 
jamin  Frcman.  Sturbridgc — No.  i],  Ca])t. 
Timothy  Tai-ker;  1,  J]l)ene/.er  Craft,  Esii. ; 
2,  Stephen  Harding;  0,  Abijah  Shuniway; 
7,  Dea.  Jonathan  rhillips;  8,  Silas  Child; 
1),  John  Salmon;  11,  Capt.  Henry  Clark. 

When  the  present  meeting  house  in  Stur- 
bridgc was  first  built,  there  was  no  steeple. 
The  steeple  was  authorized  to  be  added  in 
January,  17U4,  ami  probably  erected  the 
same  year. 

In  May,  170P.,  the  first  regular  school 
district  comiuittee  were  chosen, — thre(;  in 
each  district,  and  in  171)0  they  were  reduced 
to  one  in  each  district 

It  seems  that  what  is  now  the  southeast 
part  of  this  town  was  formerly  considered 
a  part  of  Woodstock,  or  a  gore  of  laud  not 
belonging  toeiiher  town,  for  in  April,  17!'4, 
on  the  peiition  of  Kzekiel  BroAvn,  Joseph 
Animidown,  Cyrus  Ammidown,  llenjamiu 
Stoddart,  Ephraim  Bacon  and  .leiemiah 
ISIorse,  they,  with  their  lands,  were  I'e- 
ceived  as  inhabiiants  of  the  town. 

In  JNlay,  171H;,  the  first  persons  were 
chosen,  one  in  each  school  district,  to  reg- 
ulate funerals.  This  is  an  ollice  not  pro- 
vided for  by  any  law,  but  a  very  proper  ami 
even  necessary  one. 

The  views  of  those  who  first  iniroduced 
these  committees  may  be  learned  from  the 
following  regula'ions  to  be  observed  l)y  the. 
funeral  committees,  which  were  adopted  by 
the  town  in  Nov.,  17l'(),  having  been  rt;- 
porled  by  a  connnittee.  of  which  Joshua 
Harding.  .Ir,  was  chairman:  1st— The 
committee  shall  be  punctual  in  attending 


upon  all  funerals  witliiii  their  respective 
districts,  diu'ing  the  term  of  their  appoint- 
ment. 2nd — Durini;  tlie.  customary  exer- 
cises of  fniKM'als  the  comniii  1 1'c  .shall  see 
that  the  niinistei',  oi"  the  in<;ui'nei-s,  art'  not. 
imeomfortaldy  thr()iiged,  and  tlie  same  at- 
tention to  1)0,  ]>aid  to  the  niournei-s  on  their 
taking  lea\e  of  the  coi'pse.  uvd — The  rela- 
tions of  the  deceased.  ])aving  nominated 
the  beai'ers  to  the  committee,  they  shall 
notify  ami  collect  them  togellier,  when 
needed.  4lli — After  finH.'ral  exercist's  iiro. 
over  the  ccjuimittee  to  see  that  no  limi;  l»e 
unnecessai'ily lost  in  conveying  the  coi-psc 
to  the  bui'ying  ground  and  interring  the 
same,  ."tli — The  commitiee  may  caution 
tile  attendants  on  funerals  in  stainling  too 
long  ovtir  the  corpse  of  thos(!  who  have 
died  of  ct)ntagious  or  infectious  diseases 
thai  they  may  not  exi)ose  tliemsi4\cs  io  the 
same  disoi'dei'.  (ith — 'I4ie  coinmil  t(H.>  to 
pay  particular  attention  to  the.  order  and 
decency  of  the  pi'ocession  mo\ing  inicj  the 
btuying  ground  to  the  gra\'e,  and  likewise, 
in  returning  fi'om  the  same.  In  fine, 
the  connnittee  may  aitend  to  all  matters 
and  things  that  may  respect  tiie  decency  «  f 
funerals,  or  may  in  any  w  ay  alle\  late  the 
distresses  of  the  alllicted  mourners. 

After  the  erection  of  the  miM  ting  honse 
of  Eisk's  Hill,  but  very  few  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  town,  especially  those  at  the 
east  and  southeast  parts,  attendecl  nn-cting 
in  the  cenire  house  ih  Sturbridgc.  Many 
had  joint  il  the  Euptist  society,  or  occasion- 
ally attended  meeting  there.  The  distance 
which  some  had  to  travel  to  attend  (diurch 
and  to  transact  town  business  ^vas  more 
than  seven  miles.  This  state;  of  things, 
besides  t:he  great  inconvenience  it  must  oc- 
casion to  those  who  wished  I'cgularly  to 
aiiend  and  maintain  public  worship  upon 
;he  Sabbath,  undoubtedly  had  a  tendency 
'o  prevent  many  from  attending  meeting 
at  all,  or  l)ui.  ft!W  times  in  the  year,  a  cir- 
cumstance which  couUl  not  l)e  favorable  to 
the  characicr  and  morals  of  society.  It 
could  iiartlly  he  cxiiec'eil  lhal  the  alfaii-s  of 
a  comnaniity  thus  situated  and  having 
among  its  princiinil  nundx'i's  those  who 
felt  the  im[iorlam'e  of  a  general  anendance 
upon  public  worship  on  the  Sabbaih,  should 
so  I'cmaiu  for  any  considerable  lime.  The 
southwest  part  of  Cliarlion  and  ihe  west 
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part  of  Dudley  wore  in  some  (lecjree  labor-  j 
ing  inuler  similar  (lisiulvanta^vs.  It  was  I 
natiiial  then  that  a  remedy  .should  be 
sou.!j;ht  l)y  a  reparation  and  the  estal)lish- | 
meni  of  a  new  town,  or  at  least,  by  pro-  I 
viding  some  more  convenicnL  plaee  for  , 
public  worship.  j 

The  first  attempts  were  for  a  town.  In  j 
Nov.,  1790,  Joshua  Ifardiiig,  Jr.,  and  j 
othei's petitioned  the  town  of  8turl)ridge  to 
be  set  off  with  a  pai'l  of  Charlton  and  Dud- 
ley as  a  town.  Upon  an  article  in  the 
warrant  to  hear  the  report  of  theeummitlee 
appointed  to  confer  on  the  subject,  it  was 
"voted  that  this  article  subside," — a  very 
modest  and  easy  way  to  let  it  down, 

A  similar  petition  of  Daniel  Morse  and 
others  was  rejected,  and  in  ]7!)8  Joshua 
Harding  and  others  again  petitioned  for  a 
town,  that  is,  that  the  town  of  Sturbridge 
Avould  assent  to  the  formation  of  a  new 
town,  but  they  refused. 

As  late  as  1700  there  was  a  bounty  of 
$1.50  on  wild  cats. 

In  this  year,  1799,  the  school  house  by 
Joseph  Clark's  was  burnt,  and  the  town 
granted  o;3  dollars  towards  rebuilding. 

In  1800,  lialph  Wheelock  and  others 
again  ijetitioned  for  the  assent  of  JStur- 
bridge  to  be  set  off  as  a  town.  The  vote 
was  5;]  for  and  90  against  the  petition. 

The  Kev.  Mr.  Paine  died  in.  1799,  and 
Kev.  Oiis  Lane  was  ordained  Dec.  10, 
1800. 

In  the  arrangement  of  ecclesiastical  mat- 
ters, ordination  of  the  minister,  etc.,  the 
inhabitants  of  this  part  of  the  town  had  no 
part,  being  left  out  in  the  appointment  of 
all  committees,  etc.,  probably  at  their  own 
request. 

Having  failed  in  the  project  of  being  set 
off  as  a  town,  application  was  made  in 
1800  to  the  general  court  for  tlu;  im-orpoi-i- 
tion  of  a  parish,  and  this  was  gianted,  as 
will  be  more  particularly  mentioned.  This 
project  was  also  opi)osed  by  a  majority  of 
the  voters  of  Stin-bridge,  the  votes  being 
at  one  time  o9  to  -18,  and  at  a  sp(^cial  meet- 
ing to  see  if  the  town  would  reconsider,  the 
votes  were — in  favor  of  reconsideiiug,  71 ; 
against,  98;  and  in  the  same  year,  1801,  the 
town  of  Sturbridge  again  votcul  not  to 
abate  the  minister  taxes  of  those  in  this 
part  who  requested  it. 


1  liav(^  l.hus  noticed  as  bi-iefly  as  I  could 
in  })ursuiiig  tlie  course  U]x)n  \\  Inch  I  at 
fii'St  set  .out  those!  transactions  of  a  pidjlic 
naturi'  in  which  this  ])lace  was  connected 
Willi  the  town  of  Sinibridge.  1  shall  hi're 
leaxc  that  town  as  a  coi])oration,  and  in 
the  remainder  of  pul)lic  mattei's  to  be  men- 
tioned and  others  princii)ally,  conline  my- 
self Nvithiu  om-  own  limits. 

At  the  time  when  the  first  application 
was  made  on  the  sid)ject  of  a  m^w  town, 
viz.,  in  179('),  meetings  had  been  held  here 
from  tinu;  to  time  to  adopt  such  measui'cs 
as  appeared  necessary.  At  one  of  these  a 
committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of 
Oliver  IMimpton,  David  JNlorse,  Joshua 
Harding,  Jr.,  Asa  Walker,  Luther  Annni- 
down,  Ebeuezer  Putney,  Jr.,  and  James 
Dyer,  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of 
fornung  a  new  town  and  who  were  to  re- 
port thereon.  This  report,  \\  hich  I  dis- 
covered by  accident^  among  old  files  of 
papers,  wliich  will  probably  soon  be  lost  or 
destroyed,  is  so  valuable  a  document  that  I 
have  determhied  by  transcribing  to  pre- 
serve it,  and  although  I  am  already  aware 
of  the  unreasonable  lenglli  to  which  this 
sketch  may  be  extended  I  cannot  well  omit 
that  report,  which  is  as  follows:  "The 
committee  to  whom  N\  as  referred  the  sub- 
ject of  forming  a  number  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  southeast  part  of  Sturbridge,  south- 
west part  of  Charlton  and  west  part  of 
Dudley,  into  a  tow  n,  have  attended  that 
service  and  bcjg  leave  to  report  as  follows, 
viz.:  Tlie  iirst  article  of  instructions  to 
your  committee  was,  to  report  the  most 
convenient  spot  for  a  meeting  house.  In 
the  public  opinion,  three  particular  spots 
have  been  referred  to,  at  a  very  moderate 
distance  from  each  other.  Your  committee 
having  paid  particulai'  attention  to  each  of 
tliem,  aje  unanimotis  in  their  opinion  that 
th(,'  central,  which  is  a  rising  grouiid  on 
Ca^it.  .Marcy's  land,  north  of  Col.  Free- 
man's barn  (then  slaiuliug  on  the  other 
side  of  the  i-oad  oi)posite  to  the  place  now 
occupied  iiy  llie  meeting  hous(!)  co]icen- 
trates  convenience,  elegance  and  beauty. 

The  second  article  of  instruction  to  your 
committee  was,  to  report  the  principles  on 
which  said  house  is  to  be  built.  As  it  is 
natural  to  expect  that  in  a  class  of  citizens 
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so  nimierous  as  is  coiupiised  in  the  pro- 
posed new  town,  there  ^vill  he  ilill'erf.nt  : 
sentiments  in  regard  to  modes  of  rehgious 
worship,  this  pai't  therefore  of  your  eom- 
mittee's  instructions  forms  the  most  ardu- 
ous and  dittieult  task,  ])Ut,  as  a  liberal  and 
conciliatory  plan  appears  to  be  the  general 
wish,  your  conmiittee  propose  the  follow- 
ing: That  a  subscription  be  opened  to 
raise  a  sum  suilicient  to  erect  a  frame 
and  belfry  for  a  meeting  house  and  com- 
plete the  outside,  and  that  the  pews  be  sold 
at  i3ublic  vendue  to  complete  the  inside; 
that  every  denomination  be  equally  privil- 
eged in  said  house,  according  to  their  in- 
terest therein,  this  clause  however  not  to 
be  constructed  so  as  to  operate  against  the 
major  part  governing,  but  to  conlirm  the 
free  use  of  said  house  to  the  minority,  when 
the  majority  are  not  improving  the  same. 

Your  committee  foresee  with  concern 
that  the  liberality  of  this  plan  will  be  ob- 
jected to  by  many  respected  characters  as 
having  a  tendency  to  deprive  the  town  of  a 
stated,  settled,  orthodox  ministry,  to 
which  objection  your  committee  beg  leave 
to  make  the  following  observations; 

1st.  The  ditference  in  sentiment  be- 
twixt the  Congregalionalists  and  Baptists 
is  principally  conlined  to  the  administra- 
tion of  the  ordinance  of  Baptism,  a  very 
immaterial  difference  indeed.  Were  both 
parties  seriously  to  rellect,  that  religion 
consists  in  purity  of  heart,  and  give  no 
more  weight  and  considt-ration  to  modes 
and  forms  of  worship  than  they  really  de- 
serve; and  if  a  minister  should  be  settled 
disposed  to  administer  that  ordinance  in 
the  manner  most  agreeable  to  that  wished 
for  period,  when  both  parties  might  be 
happily  united  in  one  society. 

2nd.  That  every  denomination  being 
equally  privileged  in  said  house,  according 
to  their  interest,  will  have  a  material  tend- 
ency to  unite  and  cement  themselves  to- 
gether in  one  society. 

3d.  That  there  ai-e  comprised  in  the 
proposed  town  as  large  a  number,  and 
reputable  both  as  to  character  and  interest 
as  new  towns  are  generally  composed  of, 
(and)  it  would  be  ungenerous  to  say  they 
were  not  as  well  disposed  towards  support- 
ing the  gospel. 
The  third  article  of  instructions  to  your 


committee  was  to  ascertain  llie  bouiuls  of 
.said  tt)\vn. 

Your  committee  propose  the  following: 
liegiiining  at  the   tSouth   East  C(jrm^r,  on 
the  slate  line,  to  include  James  Ilnskell, 
Benjamin  Stone,  Thomas  Cheney,  liieut. 
Elcazer    Putney,   Eliakini  Chamberlain, 
Jesse  Merrit,   Paid   Pick,   Asa  Dresser, 
Alexander  l^rown,  John  Chul),  Joseph  and 
William   McKinstry,    Jonathan  Peiry,  to 
the  river ;  thence  include  John  I'limpton, 
Capt.   Elias    Plimpton,   Fletcher  Foster, 
Capt.  Samuel  Ellis,  Jedediah  Elli.s,  Simeon 
Jtlason,  and  Chester  May,  to  the  state  line.  ; 
But  as  an  actual  survey  will  be  necessary,  j 
before  an  act  of  incorporation  can  be  ap-  i 
plied  for,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  to  } 
refer    minute    circumstances    respecting  j 
boundaries  to  that  period.  | 
The  4th  article  of  instruction  to  your  I 
committee  was,   to  report  a  plan  of  the 
meeting  house,  which  Avill  accompany  this 
report. 

The  fjth  article  of  instruction  to  your 
committee  was,  to  see  what  number  of 
persons  will  come  forward  to  build  said 
house.  Although  your  committee,  as  yet  are 
not  well  enough  informed  to  detail  the  par- 
ticular disposition  of  every  person,  yetfi'om 
what  information  your  committee  have 
already  obtained,  the  disposition  of  the 
peyple  appears  to  be  very  general  in  favor 
of  the  plan.  Your  committee  propose  to 
bring  forward  subscription  papers  at  the 
present  meeting,  which  will  give  that  point 
its  fairest  decision;  and  all  moneys,  either 
by  subscription  or  sales  of  pews,  to  be  con- 
sidered as  binding,  whenever  an  act  of 
incorporation  takes  place,  otherwise  to  be 
void  ami  of  no  effect. 

Your  committee,  in  closing  this  report, 
are  tlisposed  to  present  to  your  view,  the 
geographical  situation  of  the  proposed 
town.  The  great  parent  of  nature  seems 
to  have  been  profuse  in  his  favors  to  this 
place.  The  CJuinebaug  river,  which  falls 
so  nearly  cciit  ral  through,  with  its  excellent 
seats  iov  millb  ami  (jther  water  works,  are 
circumstances  highly  favorable  to  the  in- 
troduction of  useful  mechanics,  and  ren- 
dering it  a  place  of  activity  and  business. 
The  goodness  of  the  soil,  Avith  the  excellent 
forests  abounding  wi'h  all  kinds  of  timber 
for  building,  are  estimates  of  great  conse- 
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(luence  to  the  general  plan. 

Abstractly  considered  tVoni  the  value  it 
will  add  to  the  real  estate,  if  we  take  into 
view  the  benefits  that  would  nalurall}' n^- 
snlt  from  a  religious  society,  M'here  there 
are  so  large  a  number  of  youths,  in  forming 
their  minds  for  accomplishments,  useful- 
ness, and  virtue,  when  they  are  at  present 
by  reason  of  local  situation  notoriously 
neglected,  are,  in  the  opinion  of  your  com- 
mittee considerations  of  so  much  weight, 
that  (they)  ought  to  bear  down  ol)stacles 
that  present  themselves  in  the  way  of  the 
accomplishment  of  an  object,  so  noble,  so 
great,  and  so  good.  From  every  view  of 
the  subject,  your  committee  recommend, 
with  steadiness,  energy  and  vigor,  to  take 
the  most  effectual  measures  to  carry  into 
complete  effecL  an  object  of  so  miu-h  con- 
sequence, as  soon  as  time,  and  other  cir- 
cumstances will  admit,"  (Report  made  Feb. 
29,  179(5.]  ; 

This  report  was  signed  by  the  whole  com- 
mittee and  undoubtedly  expressed  their 
views  and  feelings,  but  it  is  due  to  one  of 
them  to  state,  that  it  was  from  the  pen  of 
Joshua  Harding,  who  was  usually  required 
to  draft  instruments  of  this  kind;  and  it 
M'ill  perhaps  be  suflicient  commendation  of 
the  report  and  of  its  author  to  say,  that  it 
deserves  sound  judgment  and  ability,  and 
in  particular,  that  the  candid  and  liberal 
views,  and  high  moral  tone  which  pervade 
it  tlirougliout,  were  literally  but  specimens 
of  his  pure  and  benevolent  mind. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  at  this  time  all 
were  looking  to  the  immediate  formation 
of  a  new  town,  and  that  the  establishment 
of  a  parish  was  not  contemplated,  and  it  is 
not  improbable  had  they  known,  as  it 
turned  out,  that  they  sboidd  not  succeed 
on  account  of  the  opposition  in  Stui  bridge, 
all  further  proceedings  on  the  subject  of  a 
meeting  house,  etc.,  Avould  have  ceasetl,  or 
at  least  would  have  been  suspended  for 
several  years.  The  people  however,  agree- 
able to  the  plan  and  recommendations  of 
the  committee  immediately  made  arrange- 
ments for  building  a  meeting  house,  and 
at  the  same  time,  and  subsequently  as  has 
before  been  stated,  made  applications  to 
Sturbridge  all  of  which  were  opposed  and 
rejected.  The  house  was  to  be  built  by 
subscriptions  as  far  as  they  could  be  ob- 


taiiu'd,  and  the  inside,  pews,  etc.,  to  be 
furnished  in  such  manner,  and  l)y  such 
means  as  circumstances  might  suggest. 
Most  of  the  pei'sons,  probably  all  who 
were  to  be  interested  in  the  meeting  house 
agi'ced  to  furnish  certain  articles  of  provi- 
sion for  the  raisiiig,  such  as  bread,  pork, 
veal,  mutton,  beef,  butter,  cheese,  potatoes, 
beets,  l)(H'r,  cider,  etc.,  etc.  Th(3  meeting 
house  was  raised  under  the  direction  of 
William  Love,  July  -I,  1797,  (and  this  is  the 
first  event  to  which  my  memory  extends, 
being  then  about  foiu'  years  old.) 

The  house  was  not  finished  for  several 
years.  The  first  nu^eting  for  public  wor- 
ship was  April  G,  ISOO.  The  preacher  was 
Rev.  Alvan  Underwood  of  Woodstock,  but 
the  house  was  not  then  finished,  and  I 
think  there  were  no  pews,  or  at  least  I 
remember  that  there  were  some  loose  seats 
of  boards,  etc.,  used.  It  was  dedicated 
July  4,  1800,  and  of  course  Avas  then  fin- 
ished or  ought  to  have  been. 

Every  place,  person,  or  thing,  of  suffi- 
cient consequence  to  attract  attention,  to 
be  thought  of,  or  talked  about  must  have 
a  name,  particular,  and  special,  as  a  means 
of  distinction  in  the  class  of  species  to 
which  it  belongs,  and  if  those  whose  right 
and  duty  it  is,  do  not  see  to  it,  and  apply 
some  distinctive  appellation,  others  will  do 
it  for  them.  How  long  will  your  inquisi- 
tive neighbors  suffer  your  infant  to  be 
called  '"baby"?  Not  long  enough  for  you 
to  detei-mine  which  of  your  ancesters, 
uncles,  cousins,  or  friends  was  most  worthy 
to  have  his  or  her  name  transplanted  into 
your  family. 

So  in  relation  to  this  place,  we  had  de- 
termiiu'd  to  be,  and  become  a  separate 
distinct  community,  neitluu-  Sturbridge, 
C'harlton,  or  DuiUey.  We  had  built  a 
nu'etiug  house,  nuule  calculations  for  pub- 
lic worsliip  by  ourselves,  applied  for  incor- 
poration as  a  parish,  etc.,  but  in  all  these 
matters  had  forgotten  to  give  ourselves  a 
name.  We  could  not  conveniently,  or 
rather  pi'operly  be  Fast  Parish,  West  Par- 
ish, or  South  Parish,  because  either  of 
those  appellations  would  only  apply  to  one 
of  the  tln-ee  towns  to  which  we  belonged. 
In  this  state  of  things,  and  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  case  some  person,  or  persons, 
(and  it  will  probably  never  be  known  who) 
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gave  lis  a  name,  and  that  was  Honest  town. 
It  may  have  been  attached  to  u.s  by  sonic 
one  in  the  old  towns  from  which  wo  liad 
separated  in  a  moment  of  resentment  at 
onr  obstinacy,  in  not  being  satisfied  to  go 
some  miles  to  meeting,  it  may  have  come 
from  some  wag  or  bar  room  joker  over  bis 
mng  of  tlip,  or  possibly  fi'om  some  one  of 
onr  own,  really  honest  inhabitants  who 
firmly  believed  that  thei'e  was  more  true 
genuine  honesty  here,  than  in  any  other 
place  in  this  part  of  the  country.  l>e  all 
these  things  as  they  may,  it  is  certain  that 
this  place,  now  Southbridge,  for  twenty 
years  or  more,  before  Ave  became  a  town 
was  known  far  and  near  by  the  name  of 
Honest  town,  and  whether  the  term  was 
applied  ironically,  or  in  ''sober  earnest," 
or  whether  the  character  of  our  inhabi- 
tants for  fair  dealing  between  man  and 
man  rose  above  or  fell  below  the  common 
standard,  the  truth  would  probably  requiie 
us  to  admit  that  from  "local  situation,"  to 
use  the  charitable  expression  of  the  amiable 
author  of  the  report  which  1  have  intro- 
duced, or  from  some  other  cause  there  was  a 
general  want  of  stability,  a  kind  of  freedom 
from  wholesome  restraint,  which  was  by 
no  means  favorable  to  the  cause  of  good 
morals,  virtue,  and  religion,  and  the  elf  eels 
of  this  state  of  things  are  yet,  in  some 
measure,  visible. 

The  Poll  Parish  (alias  Honest  town. )  In 
the  year  1801,  certain  persons  having  peti- 
tioned therefor,  an  act  was  passed, "setthig 
otf  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
south  east  part  of  yturbridge,  the  south 
west  part  of  Charlton,  and  the  west  part  of 
Dudley  into  a  poll  parish  for  the  purpose  of 
a  religious  society."  The  preamble  of  the 
act,  containing  the  reason  for  the  same  is 
as  follows:  "Whereas,  for  the  conveniencH 
and  satisfaction  of  a  number  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  towns  of  Sturbridge,  Cliarlton, 
and  Dudley  in  the  county  of  Worcester, 
with  respect  to  their  attending  public 
worship  it  is  found  necessary  to  set  them 
off,  and  erect  them  into  a  poll  parish." 

The  persons  thus  set  off,  and  who  consti- 
tuted the  parish  with  the  estates  which 
they  then  had  or  might  thereafter  possess 
were:  Pailph  Wheeloek,  Abel  Mason,  Josh- 
ua Harding,  Benjamin  Freeman,  Jedediah 
Mart»y,  Oliver  Pliiuptoii,  John  Ammidown, 
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liUthcr  Ammidown,  O^rshom  Plimpton, 
Joscpli  Sb;n\',  llolx-rt  Fd  wards,  Oalvin 
Ammidown,  Jcphtbah  Clark,  J(!renuah 
Shumway,  Oliver  Hooker,  Fleazei-  Putney, 
jr.,  .Solomon  Clark,  Daniel  Moi'se,  ji'., 
Calvin  l^'crry,  Moses  Clark,  Asa  Walk(}i', 
David  Dix,  Henry  Pratt,  Jason  Morse,  jr., 
TA'muel  Mason,  JNloses  Mason,  JohnlNrarsh, 
Samuel  Newell,  James  Dyer,  Josei)h  ,SaI)in, 
Fleazer  Putney,  Jedediah  I'^llis,  Israel 
Marsh,  Jonathan  IMason,  Zeliina  Abbott, 
Flias  I^limpton,  Duty  Marsh,  Dennison 
Whecdoek,  (Jershom  Plimpton,  jr.,  Nathan 
Brown,  John  Holbrook,  Fphraim  Wheel- 
oek, William  Love,  Asa  Morse,  Jonathan 
Perry,  Oliver  Thayer,  iialph  Harding, 
Abesha  Sabin,  John  Plimpton,  Thomas 
Cheney,  Jesse  Morse,  I'earley  Stone,  John 
Mason,  Moses  JSIarcy,  Edward  Morris, 
Theodore  Marcy,  Joseph  Barrett,  Fphraim 
Bacon,  Enoch  liacon,  Cyrus  Annnidown 
lialph  Vinton,  Jonathan  Perry  second, 
Buggies  jNIorse,  William  Blood,  Charles 
Dugau,  jr.,  David  demons,  Alexander 
Brown,  Bufus  Brown,  Cload  Dugan, 
CJiarles  Dugan,  John  Heath,  Ebenezer 
Clarke,  John  Wait,  Nathaniel  Searle, 
Joseph  Barrett,  jr.,  Daniel  Morse,  Alpheus 
Morse,  Jeremiah  Morse,  Freeman  Pratt, 
James  Wheeloek,  John  Marcy,  Abel 
Mason,  jr.,  Samuel  Wetherly,  Abisha 
Hooker,  Fletcher  Foster,  Moses  Wheel- 
oek, Calvin  Wbeelock,  JNIoses  Fostei-,  Sam- 
uel Ivobbins,  Jacob  ]Mason. 

In  1787,  December  3,  Capt.  Timothy 
Parker  was  chosen  a  delegate  to  the  con- 
vention in  Boston,  to  be  held  second 
AVednesday  in  January  to  consider  the  re- 
ported constitution  of  the  United  States. 

In  1788,  April  7,  highway  districts  were 
lirst  established  wilh  limits,  the  roads  hav- 
ing betore  been  under  the  superintendance 
of  the  surveyors  acting  together. 

Jt)sluia  Harding,  jr.,  was  chosen  repi-e- 
sentative  in  1787  and  1788,  and  Josiah 
Walker  from  1789  to  1707. 

May  10,  17*.HI,  uium  a  petition  of  Poland 
Chu  k,  and  othei  s  io  lie  set  oil  as  a  se})ai'at'.> 
school  district  fiom  I  be  tlistricLs  No.  o  and  j 
10,    a    connnittce    reported    that    there  j 
were  a  number  of  the  iidiabitants  w  ho  re-  ; 
ceived  but  little  benefit  of  schools,  and  thai  i 
a  small  district  of  about  ten  families,  and 
tbirty  scholars  migbt    be   made,  whieh 
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would  have  four  M'eeks'  school  in  winter, 
and  three  in  summer,  etc.,  and  the  report 
was  accejited.  This  was  the  fourth  and 
last  district  estahlished  in  this  town  hefore 
it  was  incorporated,  being  the  district  by 
Mr.  Joseph  Clarke. 

In  May  1791,  Daniel  Morse  atid  others 
were  exempted  from  the  payment  of  min- 
ister tax,  for  two  years. 

Until  1791,  the  school  houses  had  been 
built  by  subscription,  or  voluntary  contri- 
bution, but  in  this  year,  May  12,  upon  the 
report  of  a  committee  it  was  voted  to  build 
and  repair  school  houses  by  a  tax,  and  in 
1792  £800  was  raised  for  that  purpose,  and 
£110  for  support  of  schools. 

In  May,  1792,  Col.  Benjamin  Freeman 
and  others  who  lived  south  of  the  road 
leading  from  Col.  Freeman's  house  to  Dud- 
ley, being  within  the  linuts  of  Charlton, 
petitioned  the  town  to  be  received  as  inhab- 
itants of  Sturbridge,  and  the  petition  was 
granted.  How  this  action  of  the  town 
could  answer  the  purpose  I  do  not  know, 
but  there  was  probably  a  law  to  sanction 
the  proceeding,  for  it  is  true  that  Col. 
Freeman  and  some  others  on  the  south 
side  of  the  road  did  not  attend  town  meet- 
ings, etc.,  in  Sturbridge,  although  otliers 
in  this  village  living  where  the  Dresser 
brick  store  is,  and  near  the  Marcy  mills 
were  required  to  go  to  Charlton.  . 

In  179;],  inoculation  for  the  small  pox 
was  authorized  at  John  Plimpton's,  Sim- 
eon Mason's  and  Joseph  Shaw's. 

The  foregoing  list  contains  ninety  names 
which  was  probably  all,  or  nearly  all  the 
legal  voters  within  the  limits  of  the  i)arish. 
Strictly  speaking  the  parish  had  no  limit, 
but  was  composed  of  certain  persons  who 
saw  fit  to  join  in  the  request  to  be  incor- 
porated, but  their  residence  was  mostly 
within  the  bounds  of  what  is  now  the 
town  of  Southbridge.  Of  this  whole  num- 
ber forty-seven,  more  than  one  half,  are 
known  to  have  ceased  to  be  among  the 
living  in  the  space  of  thirty-five  years,  be- 
ing the  time  since  the  parish  was  incorpo- 
rated. Sixteen  have  removed  from  this 
place  and  probably  many  of  them  are  not 
living,  eleven  have  eitlier  died  or  removed, 
not  having  been  known  to  me,  I  can  not 
say  which.  The  remaining  sixteen  are 
now  living  in  or  near  this  town,  viz., 


Samuel  Newell,*  Oliver  Hooker,  Daniel 
IMorse,  Jason  Morse*,  Moses  Mason*,  Den- 
nison  Wheclock*,  Nathan  Brown,*  Eph- 
raim  Wheelock,  Balph  Harding,  Abisha 
Sabins,*  Enoch  Bacon,*  Cyrus  Ammi- 
down,*  William  Blood,*  Alpheus  Morse,* 
Freeman  Pratt,  Abel  Mason,  jr.*. 

I  have  mentioned  this  list  of  the  names  of 
those  who  were  members  of  the  old  parish, 
which  at  first  may  appear  to  some  a  dry 
and  uninteresting  detail,  but  that  list  in 
connection  with  the  small  number  who  now 
remain,  and  the  time  in  which  so  great  a 
change  is  made,  cannot  but  present  to  us  a 
subject  for  deep  reflection.  We  here  see, 
in  the  ordinary  progress  of  human  affairs 
the  passing  away  of  one  generation.  In 
thirty-five  years,  more  than  one  half  the 
male  adults  of  a  given  territory  are  num- 
bered with  the  dead,  and  of  those  who  re- 
main in  the  place  not  more  than  six  con- 
tinue to  take  any  part  in  general  public 
concerns.  Such  is  human  life,  and  such  are 
the  important  facts  of  history  when  exani- 
ined  and  viewed  in  their  appropriate  con- 
nection, Mliich  place  us  who  are  now  on 
the  stage,  as  it  were  upon  the  pinnacle  of 
time's  observatory  from  which,  casting  our 
view  backward  or  forward  for  the  short 
space  of  thirty-five  years  we  may  contem- 
plate a  period  probably  without  the  sphere 
of  our  own  brief  pilgrimage  here  on  earth. 

By  the  act  of  incorporation,  Oliver 
Plimpton,  Esq.,  was  authorized  to  call  the 
first  meeting  of  the  parish,  and  accordingly 
on  the  21st  of  March  1801,  issued  a  warrant 
to  Luther  Ammidown,  then  of  Charlton, 
directing  him  "to  notify  and  Avarn  the  in- 
habitants belonging  to  the  new  poll  parish, 
etc.,  to  meet  at  the  meeting  house  near 
Col.  Benjamin  Freeman's  on  Tuesday,  the 
olst  of  March."  The  purpose  of  this  meet- 
ing was  to  organize  by  choosing  parish 
ofliccrs,  to  grant  money  to  supply  preach- 
ing, etc.,  "to  see  what  method  the  parish 
will  take  to  encourage  singingamongst  us," 
and  to  choose  some  person  to  take  care  of 
the  meeting  house.  The  meeting  was 
held  agreeable  to  the  warrant,  at  which 
the  following  officers  were  chosen:  Eu- 
ther  Ammidown,  moderator;  Joshua  Har- 
ding, clerk;  Oliver  Plimpton,  Luther 
Ammidown,   John    Ammidown,  Joshua 

*Not  liviug  In  1852. 
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Harding,  Daniel  Morse,  assessors;  Abel 
INIason,  treasurer;  David  Dix,  collector. 
At  this  meeting  it  was  voted  to  raise 
money  by  tax  to  supply  preaching  the  en- 
suing year.  A  committee  was  appointed, 
consisting  of  Oliver  riimi)ton,  Abel  Mason, 
sen  ,  and  Calvin  Ammidown,  "to  report 
the  sums  necessary  to  be  raised,  and  like- 
wise the  appropriation  of  the  meeting 
house  amongst  the  different  denomina- 
tions." The  committee  reported  that  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  be 
granted  and  assessed,  for  the  purpose  of 
supplying  preaching,  and  fifty  dollars  for 
contingent  charges,  and  that  the  Universa- 
lists  have  the  use  of  the  house  one  fourth 
part  of  the  time,  and  the  other  denomina- 
tions the  other  three  fourths,  which  report 
was  accepted  by  vote.  Jonathan  Perry, 
Robert  Edwards,  and  John  Ammidown 
were  chosen  a  committee  "to  promote  and 
encourage  singing,"  and  Capt.  William 
Love  to  take  charge  of  the  meeting  house. 

I  am  thus  particular  in  giving  the  whole 
proceedings  at  the  meeting,  because  it  was 
the  first  occasion  of  any  business  transacted 
in  a  corporate  capacity  in  this  place,  and 
more  particularly,  because  it  contains  the 
first  action  upon  the  subject  of  supplying 
the  pulpit,  and  appropriating  the  meeting 
house  among  the  different  denominations. 
Here  was  to  be  a  test  of  the  practicability 
of  the  plan  proposed  by  tha  committee  of 
1790,  whose  report  it  will  be  recollected  had 
reference  to  the  state  of  things  which  must 
exist,  after  the  erection  of  a  meeting  house. 
It  seems  that  at  this  meeting  all  these 
matters  were  arranged  without  any  diffi- 
culty. A  committee  of  five,  consisting  of 
Capt.  Ralph  Wheelock,  David  Dix,  Capt. 
Mason,  John  Ammidown,  and  Asa  Walker 
was  chosen  to  supply  preaching  for  the 
year.  There  were  two  Universalists,  Mr. 
Dix  and  Mr.  Ammidown,  the  other  three 
were  Congregational ists,  from  which  I  con- 
clude that  the  number  of  Baptists  was  so 
small,  or  from  some  other  reason  they  did 
not  claim  any  voice  in  the  committee. 

Another  committee,  Oliver  Plimpton, 
John  Ammidown,  and  liobert  Edwards 
was  chosen,  "to  procure  subscriptions  of 
money  from  those  persons  who  live  within 
said  parish,  and  did  not  sign  the  petition 
for  incorporation,"  thosv^  who  were  mem- 


bers being  liable  to  the  tax,  which  it  will  be 
recollected  was  voted  at  this  meeting. 
And  here  it  may  be  remarked  that  this  tax 
of  1801  was  the  only  one  ever  vott^d  by  the 
parish,  or  )>yany  otlier  subsequent  religious 
society  or  other  body  in  this  town  for  the 
support  of  preaching.  At  the  next  parish 
meeting,  and  at  every  meeting  requiring 
measui-es  to  be  taken  for  that  purpose,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  procure  sub- 
scriptions. 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  March,  1802, 
the  only  matteis  worthy  of  notice  are,  that 
a  committee  on  the  appropriation  of  the 
meeting  house  reported  "tliat  the  Univer- 
salists have  the  use  of  said  house  half  the 
time,  two  months  at  a  time,  the  other  de- 
nominations the  other  half,"  etc,,  which 
report  Mas  accepted  by  vote,  also  that 
Oliver  Hooker,  Freeman  Pratt,  lialph 
Harding,  and  Elijah  Afarcy  were  chosen 
"to  lead  the  singing." 

This  arrangement  for  "dividing  the  time 
of  the  several  teachers,  proposed  to 
preach,"  it  appears  did  not  prove  satisfac- 
tory, and  a  meeting  was  called  on  the  20th 
of  April  following.  "To  see  if  the  parish 
will  agree  to  unite  in  supporting  the  gospel 
amongst  us,  or  make  some  dilferent  ar- 
rangements from  what  was  done  the  last 
meeting  respecting  dividing  the  lime  of 
the  several  teachers  proposed  to  preach 
with  us,"  etc.  The  meeting  was  held,  but 
nothing  was  done  by  way  of  making  a 
different  arrangement,  except  a  considera- 
ble discussion,"  after  which  a  motion  was 
made  and  carried  to  dissolve  the  meeting . 

In  the  warrant  for  a  meeting  in  January 
1804,  an  article  was  inserted,  "To  see  if 
the  parish  will  agree  to  be  set  off  from  the 
several  towns  to  which  they  now  belong,  as 
a  town  by  themselves,"  and  upon  this 
article,  "it  was  voted  by  a  large  majority  to 
be  set  off  as  a  town."  The  same  subject 
was  brought  up  in  March  of  the  same  year 
at  the  annual  meeting,  but  was  not  acted 
upon  by  the  meeting. 

In  March  1805,  it  was  voted  "to  let  the 
Universalists  have  the  meeting  house  the 
second  Sunday  in  every  month  the  ensuing 
year." 

In  1800,  this  arrangement  was  again 
altered,  the  Universalists  to  have  one  half 
the  time. 
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In  Dec.  1807,  a  meeting  was  called,  prin- 
cipally to  see  if  the  parish  will  petition  the 
general  court  for  an  alteration  in  their  act 
of  incorporation,  and  to  set  them  oft  as  a 
parish  with  lines . 

At  the  meeting  Dec.  17th  a  committee 
was  chosen  to  draft  articles  of  amendment 
to  the  act,  and  it  was  also  "voted  to  he  set 
off  as  a  parish  with  lines,  and  choose  a 
committee  of  three  to  petition  tlie  general 
court  in  behalf  of  the  parish  for  that  pur- 
pose." The  committee  were,  Joshua  Hard- 
ing, .Jason  Morse,  and  Jonathan  Perry, 
and  Oliver  Plimpton  were  chosen  to  pre- 
sent the  petition  to  the  general  court . 

This  project  of  being  set  olT  as  a  parish 
with  lines  did  not  succeed,  or  probably  was 
abandoned  without  much  exertion,  it  being 
intended  at,  and  before  that  time  to  apply 
to  be  incorporated  as  a  town  as  soon  as 
circumstances  would  justify  this  measure. 

In  August  1811,  an  attempt  was  made  by 
the  call  of  a  special  meeting  "to  have  con- 
stant, and  regular  preaching,"  but  the  re- 
sult was  only  the  following  rather  singular 
vote,  viz.,  "that  it  be  recommended  to  the 
present  ministerial  committee  to  employ 
Mr.  Sawyer  a  number  of  Sabbaths,  between 
now  and  next  annual  meeting." 

In  Nov.,  1811,  upon  the  request  of  sever- 
al individuals,  a  special  meeting  was  called 
by  the  assessors,  "to  see  if  said  parish  will 
petition  the  next  general  court  to  be  set  oft" 
from  the  several  towns  of  which  they  are 
composed,  to  be  a  town  by  themselves,  by 
the  name  of  ." 

At  this  meeting,  Nov.  25,  it  was  "voted 
to  be  set  off  as  a  town,  also  voted  to  choose 
a  committee  of  three,  viz.,  Joshua  Hard- 
ing, Luther  Ammidown,  and  Reuben  Har- 
rington to  take  charge  of  a  petition  to  be 
sent  to  the  general  court."  The  subject 
was  further  postponed  to  the  annual 
meeting  to  be  held  in  March  following,  at 
which  it  was,  "voted  to  have  three  in  addi- 
tion to  the  committee  relative  to  being  set 
off  as  a  town,  M'hose  duty  is  to  have  the 
petition  copied  off  anew,  and  the  plan  of 
the  proposed  town  improved,  in  order  to  be 
sent  to  the  general  court.  The  additional 
committee  were  Oliver  Hooker,  (ieorge 
Sumner,  and  Asa  Walker.  This  meeting 
was  adjourned  to  Ma>  11),  and  it  was  then 
"voted  to  choose  Gershom  Plimpton  as 


agent  to  present  to  the  next  general  court 
the  petition  and  old  pliin  of  said  parish,  for 
the  piu-pose  expressed  in  said  petition, 
bearing  with  him  a  copy  of  the  votes  of 
said  parish,  relative  to  being  set  off,  etc., 
and,  "that  the  committee  to  whom  was  en- 
trusted said  petition  enter  the  name  of 

 in  blank,  for  the  proposed  town." 

This  vote,  as  recorded  was  indeed  a  singu- 
lar one,  and  how  it  could  be  complied  with, 
1  cannot  understand.  The  truth,  however 
is,  that  the  business  of  fixing  upon  a  name 
for  this  new  town  was  attended  with  no 
little  difficulty,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  se- 
quel. 

It  may  here  be  observed  that  in  all  the 
efforts  of  the  parish  to  become  a  town, 
there  was  great  opposition  on  the  part  of 
Sturbridge,  Charlton  and  Dudley,  but  more 
particularly  from  the  first  named  town,  on 
account  of  the  larger  share  of  territory  which 
they  were  likely  to  lose.  The  object  there- 
fore of  the  petitioners  was  not  accom- 
plished without  much  trouble,  delay  and 
expense,  and  the  agent  first  appointed  not 
succeeding  in  that  year,  at  the  annual 
meeting  March  80,  1813,  and  adjourned  to 
May  17,  James  Wolcott,  jr.,  was  appointed 
agent,  and  Oliver  Hooker  and  Oliver 
Plimpton  assistants,  the  first  to  attend  the 
general  court,  and  the  others  to  advise  and 
consult  with  him  on  the  subject  of  the  pe- 
tition. There  was  still  delay,  the  object 
was  not  accomplished,  and  in  December 
1813.  by  request,  a  special  meeting  was 
called,  to  be  held  January  11,  1814,  "To  see 
if  the  parish  will  choose  an  agent,"  etc. 
At  the  meeting  it  was  voted  to  postpone 
choosing  an  agent,  and  to  choose  a  com- 
mittee of  five  to  make  a  new  draft  of  peti- 
tion, etc,  and  to  obtain  as  many  signers  as 
possible  previous  to  the  2;jth  inst.,  and  the 
meeting-was  adjourned  to  that  time. 

At  the  adjourned  meeting  Gershom 
Plimpton  was  appointed  agent  to  attend 
the  present  session  of  the  general  court, 
and  present  the  petition  and  plan,  and  he 
was  "authorized  to  act  and  transact  any- 
thing and  everything  necessary,  and  rela- 
tive towards  carrying  into  effect  the  prayer 
of  said  petition  in  his  power." 

It  seems  by  the  peculiar  and  strong  terms 
used  in  this  vote,  that  the  people  had  be- 
come impatient  at  their  continual  failiu-es, 
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and  that  the  measure  which  suggested  it- 
self at  all  times,  as  most  likely  to  insure 
success  was  to  have  a  new  agent,  and  in 
this  instance,  to  confer  upon  him  unlimited 
authority  to  act,  and  transact  any,  and 
everything.  But  all  this  did  not  answer 
the  purpose,  and  at  the  next  annual  meet- 
ing, :March  29,  1814,  Oliver  Plimpton  was 
chosen  an  agent,  "to  attend  the  next 
session  of  the  general  court,  and  use  his 
endeavors  to  ohtain  an  order  of  notice,  or 
at  least  an  examining  committee,  for  husi- 
ness  relative  to  being  set  off  as  a  town." 
It  was  here  probably  that  the  first  step  was 
taken  which  would  prove  an  entering 
wedge  in  establishing  the  town,  viz.,  the 
request  for  an  examining  conmiittee. 
This  could  not  be  refused,  especially  as  it 
was  to  be  at  the  expense  of  the  petitioners, 
and  there  was  so  little  doubt  that  a  com- 
mittee would  be  granted,  that  a  special 
meeting  was  called.  May  17, 1814,  to  adopt 
measures  with  reference  to  the  visits  of  the 
committee.  A  committee  of  five  was 
chosen  to  wait  on  the  court's  committee, 
and  pay  the  expense.  An  additional  agent 
was  chosen  to  attend  the  general  court,  viz. 
Maj.  Calvin  Annnidown.  A  connnittee 
was  chosen  to  survey  the  parish  again  more 
accurately,  and  a  committee  of  seven  to 
draft  a  new  petition,  and  circulate  it. 

Another  special  meeting  Avas  called,  Dec. 
C,  1814,  at  which  Jason  ISlorse  was  chosen 
as  an  additional  agent,  and  Joshua  Hard- 
ing, Gershom  Plimpton,  and  Fordyce  Fos- 
ter appointed  a  committee  to  draft  an  act 
of  incorporation.  At  this  meeting  also 
came  up  the  important  subject  of  determin- 
ing upon  a  name  for  the  new  town,  and 
from  some  trivial  circumstances  the  discus- 
sion of  this  point  led  to  greater  warmth  of 
passion,  excitenumt,  and  violence  than  was 
ever  before,  or  since  witnessed  in  this  place 
at  any  public  meeting.  It  was,  however, 
at  last  voted  that,  "each  one  bring  for- 
ward his  favorite  name  for  the  proi)osed 
town,  and  that  one  be  selected  from  the 
list,"  and  a  committee  of  five  was  chosen 
for  the  purpose  of  making  this  selection . 
This  committee  were,  Abel  Mason,  sen., 
Joshua  Harding,  Gershom  Plimpton, 
Fordyce  Foster,  and  Jacob  Endicott.  The 
meeting  was  adjourned  for  half  an  hour, 
for  the.  deliberations  of  this  committee. 


On  meeting  after  adjournment  the  commit- 
tee reported  the  names  of  Southbridge  and 
Quinebaug,  for  the  consideration  of  the 
parish,  and  South])ridge  obtained  the  vote. 
I  have  always  understood  that  South- 
bridge  was  the  name  ])roposed  by  the  ven- 
eraljle  Capt .  Abel  Mason,  sen. 

This  important  matter  was  not  yet  set- 
tled, however.  The  meeting  it  seems  was 
adjourned  for  some  other  purpose  to  the 
od  of  January  1815,  and  was  held  accor- 
dingly on  that  day.  The  committee  ap- 
pointed to  siu-vey  the  parish  made  a  report 
which  was  accepted,  and  a  committe  was 
chosen  to  nu-et  the  Dudley  committee  rela- 
tive to  the  proposed  line  between  that 
town  and  the  new  one,  also  it  was  voted  to 
amend  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  incor- 
poration by  inserting  a  provision  for  secur- 
ing our  proportion  of  legacies  and  be(}uests 
due,  or  belonging  to  either  of  the  three 
towns.  The  exciting  subject  of  a  name 
was  again  brought  up,  and  it  was  "voted 
to  reconsider  the  name  of  Southbridge,  and 
insert  the  name  of  Vienna.  A  committee 
of  three  was  appointed  to  invite  those  that 
remonstrated  against  being  set  off.  The 
occasion  of  the  appointment  of  this  com- 
mittee was  that  several  persons  in  Charl- 
ton, who  were  included  in  the  east  part  of 
the  new  town  according  to  the  lines,  as 
petitioned  for,  remonstated  to  the  general 
court  against  being  set  off  in  the  new 
town,  which  at  this  stage  of  the  proceed- 
ings, caused  much  diiliculty,  trouble  and 
delay,  in  finally  determining  the  easterly 
line  of  the  town. 

The  meeting  of  January  3d  was  agaiji 
adjourned  to  the  20th.  Here  it  was  once 
more  voted  to  reconsider  the  name  of 
Vienna,  and  insert  the  name  Southbridge, 
and  it  was  further  voted,  "that  if  there  be 
any  other  town  by  the  name  of  Southbridge 
in  this  commonwealth,  that  Newburgh  or 
Newbern  be  substituted."  There  was 
however  no  other  town  by  that  name,  and 
thus  by  this  last  vote,  after  so  nuich 
rough  handling,  and  so  many  hairbreadth 
escapes,  perhaps  from  eternal  oblivion,  the 
name  of  Southbridge  finally  triumphed 
over  all  enemies  and  opposition,  and  es- 
tablished its  claim  to  the  first  rank  and 
highest  place  in  all  the  tens  of  thousands 
of  epistles  which  should  go  forth  from  our 
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little  territory  from  and  after  the  15th  of 
February  1816,  in  all  after  time. 

The  new  town  liad  now  got  a  "name," 
but  as  I  have  here  intimated,  it  had  not 
yet  its  "local  habitation."  Although  the 
business  was  in  a  fair  way  to  a  successful 
ternunation,  yet  the  difhcullies  Avith  the 
Charlton  remonstrants  and  others  in  rela- 
tion to  a  part  of  the  petitioners  in  Dudley 
living  east  of  John  Annnidown's,  who  it 
was  found  at  last  must  be  left  out,  by  the 
decision  of  the  court's  committee,  these 
and  other  things  caused  embarrassment 
and  delay.  At  the  annual  March  meeting 
in  1815,  Calvin  Ammidown,  Fred'k  W. 
■  Bottom,  and  James  Wolcott  were  appointed 
agents  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  pro- 
posed new  town,  and  it  became  necessary 
to  have  a  second  committee  from  the  gen- 
eral court.  This  committee  consisted  of 
Dr.  Starkweather,  the  celebrated  Dr. 
Noah  Webster,  (author  of  Webster's  spell- 
ing book,  third  part  the  American  diction- 
ary, eic  )  It  became  necessary  also  to  send 
one  of  the  agents  to  a  part  of  this  com- 
mittee in  the  recess  of  the  legisiaiure  with 
a  plan  of  such  lines  as  it  was  thought 
would  be  accepted  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  parish,  and  to  see  if  it  was  thought 
reasonable  by  the  committee.  This  last 
court  committee  came  out  in  Oct.,  1815,  for 
the  purpose  of  holding  a  meeting  in  each 
of  the  three  towns  to  hear  all  parties,  and 
finally  settle  the  point  as  to  the  lines,  what 
individuals  should  be  left  in  the  old  towns, 
etc.  Those  who  did  not  wish  to  come  in 
from  Charlton  were  excluded.  They  were, 
I  think,  Jesse  Merrit,  Royal  Ellis,  and 
Eliakim  Chamberlain,  and  perhaps  one  or 
two  others,  all  of  wliom,  I  believe,  have 
since  regretted  that  they  did  not  come  into 
this  town. 

In  the  part  of  Dudley,  Otis  Ammidown 
and  several  of  the  Cheneys,  who  were 
among  the  petitioners,  were  excluded,  but 
it  was  agreed  by  vote  that  the  part  then  set 
off  would  assist  them  afterwards,  and  pay 
the  expenses  of  obtaining  an  additional  act 
to  annex  them  to  Southbridge,  and  as  soon 
as  it  was  thought  proper  they  petitioned, 
and  in  1852  were  annexed  to  this  town. 

Tlie  "act  to  incorporate  the  town  of 
Southbridge,"  was  approved  by  the  govern- 


or, and  thus  became  a  law  February  15, 
1816*. 

The  first  town  meeting  was  called  by  a 
warrant  from  Oliver  Plimpton,  Esq.,  and 
held  March  6,  1816,  at  which  the  town  was 
organized  by  the  appointment  of  all  neces- 
sary ollicers,  etc. 

In  the  •subsequent  transactions  of  the 
town,  committees  were  appointed  to  meet 
similar  committees  from  Sturbridge, 
Charlton,  and  Dudley,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  division  of  town  property.  This 
division  will  show  the  relative  proportion 
which  the  property  set  off  from  each  toAvn 
bore  to  the  whole  towns  as  they  existed 
before. 

Charlton,  about  one-tenth — amount  to  be 
divided  $^1, 050. 10;  belonging  to  South- 
bridge  $100.15. 

Sturbridge,  about  one-fifth — amount  to 
be  divided  $52-1.38;  belonging  to  South- 
bridge  !i;ll2.57. 

Dudley,  about  one-sixth — amount  to  be 
divided  $854.38;  belonging  to  Southbridge 
$58.65. 

In  Sturbridge  it  was  found  that  the 
whole  number  of  ratable  polls  was  476, 
about  one-third  of  which  were  set  off  to 
Southbridge,  151,  and  also  that  the  whole 
valuation  was  $19,514,  and  in  Southbridge 
$5,027,  or  a  little  more  than  one-fourth. 

The  population  of  this  town  was  in 
1820,  1066;  in  1830,  as  given  in  the  last 
census,  1444. 

At  other  periods  the  population  of  our 
territory  may  probably  be  estimated  about 
as  follows,  from  the  best  data  I  can  obtain: 
In  1801,  between  450  and  500;  in  1816,  the 
time  of  our  incorporation  nearly,  900,  and 
the  present  number  is  probably  not  much 
short  of  1800. 

There  was  a  new  arrangement  of  scliool 
districts  in  1816,  in  which  the  Globe  dis- 
trict was  made  from  a  part  of  what  had 
been  the  centre  district,  and  a  part  of  the 
Charlton  territory.  The  school  house  in 
the  centre,  which  then  stood  where  Mrs. 
Clcnience  now  lives  was  located  where  it  is 
near  the  Baptist  meeting  house .  The  first 
house  was  burnt  in  1828,  and  rebuilt  the 
same  year  on  the  same  ground.  Tlie 
other  districts  in  the  Sturbridge  part  re- 

»In  a  ehort  time  the  naino  of  Honest  town 
was  but  seldom  mentioned. 
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mained  nearly  as  they  were  before,  and 
there  was  one  district  mostly  from  Dudley, 
and  one  half  district  from  Charlton  mak- 
ing six  whole  and  one  half  district,  and 
these  have  not  since  been  materially 
altered,  excepting  that  in  the  centre  and 
Globe  districts,  the  increase  of  scholars  has 
made  it  necessary  to  resort  to  .t  division  of 
the  scholars,  and  to  employ  two  or  more 
teachers. 

And  here  I  am  admonished  that  liaving 
already  occupied  too  much  time  in  relating 
things  which  may  appear  less  interesting 
to  this  audience  than  they  have  to  me,  and 
liaving  endeavored  to  trace  out  the  various 
steps  by  which  we  became  a  town,  I  must 
omit  any  further  notice  of  pul)lic  proceed- 
ings as  a  town. 

And  by  way  of  apology,  in  making  which 
I  dare  not  use  but  a  few  words,  I  must 
observe  that  one  great  difticulty  in  prepar- 
ing this  narrative  has  been  to  condense 
tlie  nuxterials,  and  mould  them  into  some- 
thing like  reasonable  dimensions.  In  this 
I  have  not  succeeded  as  I  wished,  and 
could  not  without  abandoning  the  course, 
and  changing  the  plan  which  I  at  first 
marked  out,  I  know  full  well,  and  was 
aware  of  it  before  I  finished,  that  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  is  as  long  as  I  ought  to 
detain  you,  but  I  could  not  bring  it  within 
that  compass. 

The  remaining  subjects  will  be  noticed 
as  briefly  as  possible,  which  are: 

The  ecclesiastical  affairs  of  the  parish 
and  town. 

:    The  progress  of  "business,  trade,  etc. 

The  progress  of  literature,  the  lyceum, 
and  temperance  associations. 

The  names  of  some  of  the  first  inhabi- 
tants, and  times  of  their  commencing,  and 
characters  and  anecdotes  of  a  very  few, 
and  all  I  have  been  able  to  obtain. 

I  have  before  stated  that  the  first  meet- 
ing for  public  worship  was  April  0,  ISOO. 
In  tliat  year  there  were  five  different 
preachers:  Kev.  Alvan  Underwood,  12 
Sabbaths :  Rev.  Zenas  L.  Leonard,  15; Rev. 
Mr.  Larned  of  Charlton,  2;  Rev.  Timothy 
Williams,  1;  Rev.  Mr.  Rromley,  2,  in  all 
32  Sabbaths  in  nine  months. 

In  1801,  17  ministers  preached  39  Sab- 
baths; Mr.  Underwood,  2;  Mr.  Leonard,  8; 
Mr.  Bromley,   1;  Ilosea  Ballon,   1;  Mr. 


Turner,  8;  .Mr.  Sabins,  Mr.  Sanders,  Mr. 
Allen,  ^Iv.  Brown,  JNir.  Graves  of  Wood- 
stock, Ezra  Williams,  Mr.  xVndrews,  Mr. 
Loomis,  each  one  Sabbath;  Mr.  Bisco,  2; 
Mr.  Thurber,  2;  Thaddeus  Fairlianks,  5; 
Mi:  Coddington  of  Holland,  2. 

In  this  year,  Sept.  10,  the  Congregational 
church  was  established  and  organized ; 
deacons,  Asa  Walker  and  Daniel  Morse. 
There  were  21  members,  8  males  and  13 
females:  Asa  Walker,  Daniel  Morse,  Elias 
Plimpton,  Fletcher  Foster,  Abel  ^fason, 
Jason  Morse,  Samuel  Ellis,  Deborah  Free- 
man, Anne  Dresser,  Lois  Foster,  Raclud 
Foster,  Experience  Wheolock,  Lucy  Mason, 
Mary  Mason,  Abigail  Ellis,  Phebe  Morse, 
Jemima  Harding,  Ruth  Mason,  Mary 
Chamberlain. 

In  1802,  there  were  12  ministei's,  and  35 
meetings,  or  preaching  on  35  Sabbaths: 
Mr.  Underwood,  2;  Mr.  Leonard,  5;  Mr. 
Larned,  3;  jNIr.  Furver,  8;  Mi-.  Fairbanks, 
■1;  Mr.  Loomis,  0;  Mr.  Lane  of  Sturbridge 
2;  Joshua  Flagg,  2;  John  Nichols,  1 ;  Mr. 
Lyman  of  Woodstock,  1 ;  Mr.  Phillips  and 
Daniel  Marten,  one  half  day  each. 

In  1803,  ()  ministers  preached  3.')  Sabbaths : 
Mr.  Leonard,  0;  Mr.  liarned,  11;  Mr. 
Ballon,  1;  Mr.  Turner,  11;  Mr.  Flagg,  3; 
Mr.  Murray  of  Boston,  1. 

In  1804,  9  ministers,  31  Sabbaths:  Mr. 
Underwood,  1;  Mr.  Leonard,  5;  Mr. 
Larned,  4;  Mr.  Turner,  12;  Mr.  Fairbanks, 
5;  Ezra  Williams,  1;  Mr.  Flagg,  1;  Mr. 
Wild,  1;  Mr.  Whipple  of  Charlton,  1. 

In  this  year  there  was  a  convention  or 
association  of  Universalists,  attended  by 
Mr.  Murray  of  Boston,  Mr.  Ballon,  Leland, 
Streeter,  etc. 

In  1805,  5  ministers,  25  Sabbaths:  Mr. 
Leonard,  7;  Mr.  Turner,  10;  Mr.  Fair- 
banks, 0;  Mr.  Coddington,  1;  Ezra  Wil- 
liams, 1. 

In  1800,  7  ministers,  23  Sabbaths;  Mr. 
Underwood,  1 ;  Mr.  Leonard,  4;  Mv.  Tur- 
ner, 8;  Mr.  Fairbanks,  5;  Mv.  Wild,  1; 
David  Inatchellor,  1 ;  Mr.  Judson,  3. 

In  ISOT,  ."^  ministers,  28  Sabbaths:  Mv. 
Leonard,  8;  Mr.  Ballon,  1;  Mr.  Turner,  3; 
John  Nichols,  10;  Mr.  Wild,  1;  Mr.  Whip- 
ple, 1;  Mr.  Riddle,  3;  Mr.  Noyes,  1. 

In  1808,  8  ministers,  25  Sabbaths;  Mr. 
Underwood,  1;  Mr.  Leonard,  3;  Mr.  Tur- 
ner, 3;  Elijah  Sabin,  1;  John  Nichols,  12; 
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William  Graves,  1;  Mr.  Wilson,  3;  Mr. 
Sampson,  1. 

In  1S09,  G  ministers,  including  Dea. 
Grosvenor,  18  Sabbatlis  and  more,  etc. : 
Mr.  Turner,  2;  John  Nichols,  l;Mr.  Wliip- 
ple,  1;  Uavid  Batchellor,  G;  Mr.  Wilson,  2; 
Dea.  Nathan  Grosvenor,  who  read  ser- 
mons and  carried  on  the  meetings  G  Sab- 
baths, and  also  from  Sept.  24  to  the  end  of 
year. 

In  1810,  Mr.  Grosvenor  read  sermons  as 
last  year  from  April  ,0th,  to  June  1st,  be- 
sides which  there  were  7  niinisters,  ID  Sab- 
baths:, Mr.  Flagg,  1;  Mr.  Whipple,  1;  Mr. 
Lamsoii,  1;  Salmon  Ilebard,  1;  Mr.  Whit- 
ney. 1 ;  Elislia  Sweet,  lo;  Mr.Pomeroy,  1. 

In  1811,  18  ministers,  28  Sabbaths:  Mr. 
Underwood,  1;  Mr.  Bolles  (q  11);  Mr, 
Smith,  1 ;  Mr.  Moon,  1 ;  Mr.  Fay,  1 ;  Mr. 
Sawyer,  1;  Luke  B.  Foster,  1;  John  Nich- 
ols, 11;  Mr.  Whipple,  1;  Mr.  Batchellor,  2; 
Mr.  Wilson,  2;  Dea.  Grosvenor,  1;  Mr. 
Sweet,  4 . 

In  1812,  14  ministers,  22  1-2  Sabbaths : 
Mr.  Leonard,  l-2;Abiel  Williams,  1;  Mr. 
Bolles  (qll);  Mr.  Moon,  G;  Mr.  Fay.  1; 
Mr.  Angell,  1;  Ezra  Williams,  1;  Mr. 
Clark,  1;  Mr.  Kimball,  1 ;  Mr.  Lane,  1;  Mr. 
Kice,  2;  Phileman  Memger,  1 ;  Mr.  Samp- 
son, 1 ;  Luke  B.  Foster,  4. 

In  1813,  11  ministers,  20  Sabbaths:  Mr. 
Leonard,  2;  Mr.  Fay,  2;  Mr.  Angell,  1;  Mr. 
Lane,  1;  Mr.  Batchellor,  2;  Doc.  Austin,  1; 
Jordan  Dodge,  1;  Mr.  Woodruff,  4;  Ste- 
phen Haskell,  1;  Mr.  Comique,  1;  John 
Fuller  or  Taylor,  4. 

In  1814,  8  ministers,  27  Sabbaths:  Mr. 
Leonard,  7;  Mi.  Angell,  7;  Mr.  Knight,  G; 
Mr.  Field,  2;  Mr.  Branch,  1;  Mr.  Batchel- 
lor, 1,'  Stephen  Williams,  2;  Mr.  Bently,  1. 

In  1815,  13  ministers,  49  Sabbaths;  Mr. 
Park,  20;  Mr.  Underwood,  1;  Mr.  Leonard, 
1;  Mr.  Kich,  9;  Mr.  Mills,  1;  Mr.  Angell,  1; 
Mr.  Lane,  2;  Mr.  Johnson,  1;  Mr.  Whipple, 
5;  Mr.  Batchellor,  3;  Mr.  Smith,  2;  Mr. 
Bates,  1;  Mr.  Backus.  2. 

In  181G,  11  ministers,  43  1-2  Sabbaths: 
Mr.  Park,  17  1-2;  Mr.  Leonard,  1;  Abial 
Williams,  2;  Mr.  Spooner,  1;  Mr.  Putnam, 
1;  Mr.  Angell,  15;  Esek  Brown,  1;  Mr. 
Branch,  1;  Mr.  Whipple,  1;  Mr.  Batchellor, 
1 ;  Mr.  Backus,  2. 

In  this  period  of  sixteen  years  there 
were  seventy-four  different  ministers,  em- 


In-acing  the  denominations  of  Congrega- 
tionalists.  Baptists,  Universalists,  and 
Methodists,  and  you  will  have  observed 
that  the  number  of  Sabbaths  on  which 
there  was  public  worship,  from  1805  to 
1814  did  not  average  more  than  half  iu 
each  year,  and  if  it  were  not  known  to 
have  been  the  fact,  it  might  readily  be  sup- 
posed, that  in  a  i)lace  like  this,  remote 
from  any  other  convenient  place  of  attend- 
ing church,  to  be  destitute  of  any  preach- 
ing one  half  of  the  time  would  naturally 
lead  to  an  habitual  disregard  of  the  Sab- 
bath;  such  a  state  of  things  could  not  but 
be  unfavorable  to  the  character  and  morals 
of  ihe  inhabitants,  of  the  youth  in  particu- 
lar. 

As  soon  as  it  was  determined  that  we 
were  to  become  a  town,  if  a  proper  regard 
for  the  welfare  of  the  community  were  not 
sufficient,  there  were  other  circumstances 
which. tended  to  hasten  measures  for  the 
settlement  of  a  minister. 

The  meetiug  house  was  owned,  and  had 
always,  before  been  occupied  by  dilferent 
denominations,  and  it  now  became  a  ques- 
tion if  a  minister  was  to  be  settled,  of 
which  denomination  he  should  be.  And 
here  I  regret  to  say,  there  were  some  pro- 
ceedings such  as  j)i'Gparations  for  using 
force  in  obtaining  the  occui^ation  of  the 
house.  Such  things  if  countenanced  by 
those  who  profess  to  be  engaged  in  the 
cause  of  religion  confer  no  credit,  and  can 
be  of  no  service  to  that  cause.  They  be- 
long rather  to  the  class  of  partizan  ^\■rang- 
ling.  A  moment's  consideration  could  not 
but  suggest  to  all  the  fact,  that  there  were 
rights  and  properly,  in  this  question, 
without  a  proper  regard  to  which  on  all 
sides,  no  minister  could  be  settled  in  that 
house.  This  was  soon  discovered,  and  ar- 
rangements were  made,  by  which  the  Con- 
gregationalists  sold  their  interest  in  the 
meeting  house  to  the  Bajitists,  and  those 
who  associated  with  them. 

Mr.  I*ai-k  preached  most  of  the  time  in 
181  (),  until  23d,  when  the  Congregational- 
ists  left  the  meeting  house,  and  held  their 
iirst  separate  meeting  at  the  dwelling 
house  of  Mr.  Brown,  (near  the  elm 
trees.)  They  continued  to  hold  meet- 
ings at  this  house,  until  they  erected  the 
house  now  owned  by  Dr.  ITartwell  (in 
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which  was  used  for  public  worsliip  until 
he  South  meeting  liouse  was  erected  in 
1821.  The  Congregational  society  was  in- 
corporated December  13,  1810,  and  on  the 
18th  of  December  of  tliat  year  Mr.  Park 
was  ordained  as  pastor  of  the  church  and 
society,  in  wliich  place  he  continued  six- 
teen years  until  Dec.  18  1832,  when  he  was 
dismissed  by  his  own  request. 

Rev.  Henry  I.  Lamb  was  ordained  as 
pastor  of  tlie  same,  June  0,  1833,  and  dis- 
missed April  23,  1835,  at  his  own  request, 
but  continued  to  preach  till  the  Oth  of 
June.  There  was  constant  preaching  dur- 
ing the  season,  and  a  part  of  the  time  by 
candidates  for  settlement,  among  whom 
was  Rev.  Eber  Carpenter,  the  present  pas- 
tor, who  was  ordained  Dec.  1,  1835. 

After  tlie  Congregationalists  sold  their 
interest  in  the  meeting  liouse.  Rev.  George 
Angell  supplied  the  pulpit  principally,  and 
on  the  27th  of  August,  1816,  he  was  installed 
as  pastor. 

The  Baptist  church  was  established 
January  29,  1817.  It  then  consisted  of 
28  members,  (males  and  females).  There 
are  now,  I  understand,  179  members.  Mr. 
Angell  died  Feb.  18,  1827. 

Rev.  Adison  Parker  was  installed  Aug- 
8,  1827,  and  continued  till  Dec.  2,  1832. 

Rev.  David  C.  Bolles  was  installed  March 
12,  1833,  and  his  connection  as  pastor  con- 
tinued till  May  1,  1835. 

Rev.  Joseph  G.  Binney,  the  present  pas- 
tor, commenced  his  labors  as  pastor  Au- 
gust 23,  1835. 

The  Baptist  society  was  incorporated  by 
the  name  of  the  First  Baptist  society  in 
Soutlibridge,  January  29th,  1822.* 

Wliile  Mr.  Bolles  was  pastor  arrange- 
ments had  been  made  to  repair  the  meet- 
ing house  by  taking  out  all  the  interior 
pews,  etc.,  and  erecting  slips;  and  byre- 
moving  tlie  former  steeple,  and  erecting  a 
new  one. 

Tlie  pastors  of  both  of  these  societies  ap- 
pear to  enjoy  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  the  people;  and  it  is  lioped  that  their  la- 
bors may  be  the  means  of  advancing  the 
cause  of  true  religion,  and  of  instilling  such 
principles  as  will  tend  to  strengthen  the 
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aconstitutlou,  or  by-laws  adopted.  May  1, 181G. 


virtue,  and  improve  the  character  of  our 
growing  population. 

It  may  be  well  to  mention  here,  that  at 
the  time  the  parish  was  established  in  1801, 
arrangements  Avere  made  for  a  place  to  de- 
posit the  remains  of  the  dead.  It  did  not 
long  remain  unoccupied,  for  the  year  1801 
was  a  season  of  sickness  and  death  among 
the  inhabitants  of  this  place,  particularly 
the  children. 

The  first  death  after  the  burial  ground 
was  prepared,  and  consequently  the  lirst 
inhabitants  were:  1801,  August  8th,  Oliver 
Plimpton,  jr.;  Aug.  9th,  Edwin  Plimpton  ; 
loth,  Fanny  Plimpton;  20th,  Dwight  P. 
Clarke;  25th,  Louisa  Plimpton.  The  first 
and  last  named  were  Oliver  Plimpton's 
children,  the  second  and  third,  children  of 
Gershom  Plimpton,  the  other  a  child  of 
Ebenezer  Clark.  From  that  time  to  the 
first  of  January,  there  were  many  other 
deaths,  and  among  them  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal men  of  the  parish,  Mr.  Jeremiah 
Shumway,  Oct.  24th,  and  Lieut.  Robert  Ed- 
wards, Nov.  21st. 

In  passing  to  notice  the  business  of  the 
place,  the  time  admits  only  of  the  bare  state- 
ment of  a  few  dates,  in  relation  to  some 
parts. 

The  first  and  principal  business  of  this, 
as  of  most  places,  was  cleaiing  lands,  and 
preparing  farms  for  cultivation.  This  has 
progressed  in  the  ordinary  course. 

The  lirst  store  (unless  there  was  one  at 
or  before  that  time,  kept  by  Mr.  Luther 
Ammidown  near  his  late  residence)  Avas 
kept  by  Oliver  Plimpton,  Esq.,  (in  company 
with  Maj.  Ellis,  of  Medfield),  commenced 
selling  goods  in  1791,  in  one  of  the  rooms 
of  his  dwelling  house;  but  this  location,  as 
may  well  be  supposed,  Avas  not  very  agree- 
able to  the  female  dei)artment,  and  in  about 
a  year  aftjCrAvards  he  built  a  store  near  his 
house,  which  Avas  for  many  years  the 
principal  place  of  trade  for  the  Avesterly  part 
of  this  town,  although  much  of  the  trade 
Avas  at  the  store  of  NcAvell  and  Upham  in 
Sturbridge.  At  first  he  found  great  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  license,  as  there  Avas  at 
that  time  probably  more  patriotism,  and 
less  taste  for  foreign  gCAVgaws  than  at  the 
present  day. 

After  several  years,  this  store  was  dis- 
continued, and  Oliver  Plimpton,  Doctor 


TTTSTOKY   OP  S()]JTinMUD(  !E. 


Woloott,  and  others  establisliotl  a  stort'  in 
this  villiigt^,  at  (he  place  wliere  the  bi-iclc 
store  of  Lutlior  and  rioliucs  Ainniidown 
is  now  sitnate<l,  and  in  the  building'  wliieh 
they  removed,  and  the  l)usines;?  lias  lieeii 
continned  at  that  place  hy  dilTei-ent  jx-i  sons 

In  iihont  ISIO  f)i-  1811  I'^)i-dyce  Kosler  and 
Janios  Wolcott,  jr.,  established  u  st(u-e  al 
the  placo  whore  the  Dresser  block  now 
stands.  This  was  continued  until  aboui 
181:],  when  James  Wolcott,  jr.,  and  rei-c/ 
V).  Wolcott  erected  a  store  at  the  i)l;ice 
where  tlio  North  Tavern  or  Temperance 
house  stands.  This  was  purchased  by  tlie 
Globe  Manufacturing  com])anyin  181-1,  and 
by  them  occupied  as  a  store  until  1817, 
when  it  was  sold  to  ]\Iaj.  Calvin  Amnn- 
down,  and  the  building  was  enlarged  and 
convei'ted  into  a  tavern. 

In  about  1810  the  store  now  occu])ied  by 
Plimpton  &  Lane  was  established,  and  the 
business  for  some  time  carried  on  by  Calvin 
Ammidown,  Larkin  Annnidown,  and 
others,  until  a  division  of  the  property, 
which  took  place  in  about  1817. 

Since  that  time  other  stores  have  been 
established  in  different  parts  of  the  town, 
"too  numerous  to  mention." 

I>nt  it  was  the  waters  of  Quinebaug  winch 
were  destined  to  put  new  life  and  vigor  into 
the  business  of  this  town.  l''or  several 
years  previous  to  1811  and  1812  iiulividuals 
from  abroad  had  fre(iuently  been  here  to 
examine,  and  make  calculations  for  ei-ect- 
ing  manufacturing  establishments. 

The  first  cotton  factory  in  tins  vicinity, 
was  at  the  place  that  is  iU)W  called  West- 
ville.  It  was  built  in  1811  by  an  incorpo- 
rated company.  The  owners  were  liev.  Mr. 
Leonard,  John  Plimpton,  Stephen  New(dl, 
Moses  Fiske,  Jephtha  and  Zeba  Plimpton, 
Nathaniel  and  Franklin  liider.  Capital 
about  ()-,0()0  dollars.  It  afterwai  tls  sold  to  a 
new  company,  (in  \k\vI  the  former  owners) 
viz:  Ira  Carpenter,  James  IJliss,  Ezra  Pei'- 
ry,  Ezra  Perry,  jr.,  David  Atiierton,  Mr. 
Leonard,  Jolni  Plimpton,  Moses  Fiske,  and 
Stephen  Newell . 

It  was  afterwards  sold  to  Joseph  S.  (Jlad- 
ding,  and  Amlrew  Yoiuig,  jr  ,  in  1822,  and 
by  tlnun  sold  to  John  Ahison  in  1821,  by 
whom  it  was  solil  to  James  W()lcott,  jr., 
Samuel  A.  (Ji'ovcs,  and  Samuel  If.  Judson, 
in  the  same  year,  and  it  was  i)uichased  by 


the  pres(  nt  owners  in  ls;j;j,  Mr.  Plimi^lon, 
Doctor  .Jolin  Seabury,  Samuid  H.  Judson, 
aft(!rwai-ds  incori)oraled  as  Westville 
ufactuiing  comjiany. 

The  factory  iiow  owned  by  the  Dresser 
^lanulactuiiiig  conii);iny,  was  ]iul  in  opera- 
tion in  IS]^. 

The  o\\  neis  were  John  (Jreen,  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  William  SumiU'i-,  the  latter  hav- 
ing the  care  of  the  business  and  living  in 
this  town.  This  pi'i\  ilege  \vas  ow  iumI  in 
])art  by  Maj.  (ieorge  Sunnu'r,  N\ho  erected 
clothing  works  below  the  cotton  factory, 
and  that  business  and  wool  carding  was 
continued  until  the  whole  became  the  prop- 
erty of  S.  II  .  Jiabcock,  of  Boston,  by  whom 
it  was  sold  to  Harvey  Dresser.  After  the 
puichase  in  18;5;!,  it  was  greatly  enlarged 
and  improved  by  tilling  up  with  new  ma- 
chinery. It  now  belongs  to  a  coi'poration 
by  the  nanu^  of  the  "Di'csser  Manufacturing 
company." 

iVt  al)Out  the  same  time  in  winch  this 
factory  was  iirst  erected,  a  woolen  factoi'y 
was  put  in  operation,  near  the  old  bridge. 
It  was  at  first  called  the  "(Jhai-ltt)n  Wooh-n 
Manufacturing  cojnpany,"  and  in  M81(i  it 
passed  into  the  hands  of  some  ditfc-i-ent 
owners,  viz:  Jeremiah  Shuniway,  Ikmja. 
nuu  F.  Shumway,  Jose[)h  iMai'cy,  Tinu)thy 
Paige,  jr.,  and  Peuben  Harrington,  and  was 
incorporated  by  the  name  oi  the.  "South- 
bridge  Manufacturing  company,"  Such 
has  been  the  combiiu'd  operation  of  tires, 
nnsfortunes  and  perhaps  otlusr  e(]ually  pow- 
erful causes,  that  nothing  is  now  left  to  pre- 
serve the  nunnory  of  this  woolen  factory, 
excej^ting  some  considerable  amount  of  old 
debts  and  executions  against  the  company 
unpaid  ami  consigned  to  out  of  "Prolit  and 
Loss." 

The  business  of  manufacturing  at  the 
''(ilobe  ^'^illage,"  so  calKMl,  w as  ('omnnniced, 
in  1811.  The  spinning  w  as  cojuhumiccmI  in 
tlu^  old  mill,  which  st.ood  lU'ar  the  I'oad,  on 
the  South  side.  The.  (ii-st  owners  wci'o 
Thomas  l^pham,  David  I'^iske,  Samuel 
Newell,  Janu-s  Wolcott,  jr.,  Perez  B.  Wol- 
cott, Josiah  f.  Fiske,  Frances  Whcelock, 
Kphraim  7\ngell,  JNIoses  Plimpton,  and 
Samuel  S.  Newell,  a  part  of  whom  were  in- 
(Mn'poraled  by  the  name  of  the  "(Jlobe 
Manul'acturing  company,"  in  Oct.,  1811^ 
The  factory  l)uilding  below  the  road  was 
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erected  in  1815.  If  was  at  first  aud  until 
1817  a  cotton  factory,  in  ISM  tliei-e  was  a 
division  of  tlie  property  among  tlie  (ns  iicrs; 
tike  Soutli  side  being  talcen  by  James  Wi>l- 
cott,  Perez  B.  Wolcott,  Sanmel  A.  C; roves, 
and  Epliraim  Angell,  and  tbe  otlier  side 
l)y  the  remaining  proprietors.  Additions 
were  soon  made  to  tlie  South  side,  and  the 
woolen  business  established,  and  in  ISirlO  ihe 
owners  of  the  other  side,  who  still  com- 
posed the"Globe  Manufacturing  company," 
sold  out  the  whole  of  llieir  property  to  Mr. 
'Wolcott  and  his  company.  This  company 
sold  the  cotton  machinery  to  the  Coluiiddan 
Manufacturing  company  in  1821. 

After  the  purchase  from  the  (J  lobe  Man- 
ufacturing company  in  Feb.,  1820,  James 
Wolcott,  jr.,  Perez  B.  Wolcott,  and  Samuel 
A.  Groves  were  incorporated  by  the  name 
of  the  Wolcott  Woolen  Manufacturing 
company,  and  the  company  was  increased 
hy  new  proprietors  in  Boston,  who  made 
investments  to  considerable  amount.  After 
the  great  niisfortune  occasioned  by  the  fall- 
ing of  the  dam,  and  the  destruction  of 
property  it  occasioned,  the  lioston  ou'ners 
deternnned  to  abandon  the  concern,  and 
get  rid  of  their  interest.  In  1821)  it  passed 
into  the  hands  of  Aiessrs.  Sayles  and  Hitch- 
cock, of  Boston,  and  in  18.j2  they  obtained 
a  new  act  ot  incorporation  by  the  name  of 
the  "Hamilton  Woolen  company,"  and  the 
establishment  is  now  owned  by  this  com- 
pany, though  with  some  recent  changes  of 
proprietors.  That  village  is  still  called  the 
"Globe,"  which  name  it  will  probaldy  con- 
tinue to  bear  from  the  name  of  the  lirst 
company  established  in  1814. 

The  Columbian  Manufacturing  cinnpany 
was  first  established  as  a  firm,  consisting  ot 
Calvin  Amnudown,  Ebenezer  I).  Amud- 
down,  Moses  Plimpton,  Samuel  llartwell, 
and  Samuel  L.  Newell,  m  1821,  and  the 
factory,  etc.,  was  erected  in  that  year.  It 
was  incorporated  in  182(1,  consisting  of 
Eben  I).  Amnndown,  Moses  Plimpton, 
Samuel  llartwell,  and  Stilman  Plimpton. 

The  business  and  establishment  have  at 
different  times  been  increased,  and  it  may 
be  stated  of  all  the  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments herein  mentioned,  that  when 
first  started  and  for  several  years  after  the 
machinery  did  not  exceed  from  one  eighth 
to  one  fourth  the  amount  they  now  contain. 


The  factory  of  Jjai'kin  Amiuidown  was 
erected  in  IS;)!',  1  tluuk.  The  iiiacliinei'y 
has  since  hem  increased  by  the  addition  of 
looms,  etc. 

The  iniiotliiciion  ot  manufacturing  in 
this  place  in  ISPJ  to  1S14  may  be  consitlcred 
as  the  great  cause  or  fiist  step  in  the  raijid 
increase  of  business  and  population  in  this 
town.  As  an  illustration  it  need  only  be 
remarked,  that  ])revious  to  that  time  tliere 
were  not  more  than  ten  dwelling  houses 
within  one  fourth  of  a  mile  of  the  J^aptist 
meeting  house.  At  the  Globe  village  the 
houses  of  Capt.  Newell,  Gershom  Plimjjton, 
aiid  Samuel  Fiske,  Avere  the  only  dwellings. 
There  was  no  such  thing  as  teaming,  as  a 
regular  business,  and  a  four  horse  team 
had  never  bctui  seen  here.  The  merchants 
and  manufacturers  occasionally  hired  two 
horses,  and  sometimes,  though  not  often, 
tlu'ee  of  different  persons,  and  a  wagon, 
and  sent  aftei-  their  goods,  cotton,  etc.  There 
are  no^v  within  th(i  distance  mentioned 
from  the  village  about  50  dwtdling  houses, 
and  at  the  (J lobe  village  nearly  20.  The 
transportation  of  stock  for  manufacturing 
and  of  mercliantlise,  etc.,  kee])s  in  constant 
employment  three  teams  of  four  and  six 
horses,  besides  a  large  amount  of  transpor- 
tation done  by  farmers  and  others  for 
themselves. 

The  first  meastu-e  for  the  promotion  hi 
temperance,  Ity  nutans  of  an  association, 
was  in  1827.  In  November  of  that  yeai'  a 
society  was  formed  ui)on  a  principle  of 
te)ni)erate  driidving.  It  w  as  highly  approved 
and  there  was  no  dillicnlty  in  getting  mem- 
bers; evei-y  [)erson,  no  matter  what  had 
been  his  habits,  was  perfectly  willing  to 
sign  the  pledge  to  drink  temperately.  It  was 
so  easy  to  pei-form  tlu^  i-e(|uiremi'nt  without 
any  change,  it^  being  a  well  kiu)wn  fact  that 
every  di  unkard  is  in  his  own  estimation  a 
tempeiaie  drinker.  Jt  was  soon  found 
how  ever,  tliat  the  only  effect  of  this  society 
^\■as  !(>  Icavti  nu  n  just  where  they  were  l)e- 
fore,  all  temi)crate  drinkers  in  their  own 
opinions. 

In  Dec,  1S20,  the  Temperance  Society 
A\hich  now  exists,  foi-med  upon  the  princi- 
ples of  total  al)stinence  from  the  use  of 
spirits,  was  established.  From  the  few 
who  first  joined  it  has  been  receiving  addi- 
tions to  its  meml)ers,  till  they  now  aiiinout 
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to  more  tlian  500  a(l]iorin«;  ami  active  iiicni- 
IxM's  within  llie  town.  ' 

In  literature  there  is  notliin<;  Avortliy  of 
parlicuiar  notice  in  our  liistoi-y,  nioi-t;  tliaii 
lias  been  related  in  t  he  tlui  notice  of  our 
connnon  schools,  except  that  in  Oct.,  ISl'*!, 
the  Southbriilge  Lyceum  was  estalilisheil, 
being  among  the  first  association  oi  the 
kind  in  this  state.  Us  jucetings  were  luiid 
(luring  the  winter  season  from  Octol>ei' 
to  March  every  year  till  Feb.,  1S:]4,  w  hen 
they  were  discontinurd .  This,  and  the 
Young  Men's  association  at  the  (ilobe  vil- 
lage, the  principal  exercises  in  wliich  were 
discussions  and  debates  u])on  (inestions 
l)reviously  proposed,  have  urKjuestionably 
been  rhe  means  of  much  inii)rovenuMit  to 
those  who  liave  attended  the  meetings. 
Something  of  the  kind  ought  to  be  sus- 
tained. 

Prior  to  18^0  the  following  were  the  only 
persons  who  had  a  liberal  education  be- 
longing within  the  bounds  of  ISouthbridge: 
Daniel  Fiske  Harding,  son  of  Joshua  Har- 
ding jr.,  and  Jemima  (Fiske) ;  William  J^ar- 
ned  Marey,  son  of  Jedediah  Marcy,  jr.,  and 
Kuth  ( Larned) ;  and  Comfoi't  Dix,  son  ot 
David  Dix,  great  grandson  of  Col.  M(jses 
ISIarcy,* 

I  have  mentioned  the  su])ject  of  roads, 
but  time  will  not  i^ermit  an  attempt  to 
give  any  account  of  particulars  in  establish- 
ing them.  In  general,  it  may  be  said,  that 
when  the  place  was  lirst  settled,  there  was 
much  to  do  in  laying  out  roads.  At  almost 
every  town  meeting  there  wei'c  sevei  al  new 
ones  to  be  established  or  others  to  be  al- 
tered. Most  of  our  old  roads  were  lixcd 
nearly  where  they  now  are,  from  114:]  to 
177o.  The  bridge  near  the  VVcstville  fac- 
tory was  called  "Dennison's  bridge"  ;  that 
and  the  others  were  frequently  carried 
away  by  freshets  in  the  spring,  and  it  is 
said  by  some*  that  the  name  of  Sturbridge 
was  suggested  by  the  circumstance  that 
the  freshets  always  carried  olf  the  bridges. 

The  road  from  Dennison  (or  Westville) 
bridge  towards  this  village  was  laid  out 
and  accepted,  March,  171");  by  Jonathan 
I.  Amniidown's  and  (Irosvenor  Marsh's,  in 
]7')0;  from  Westville  bridge  by  the  Foster 

*AI  t.(^rwanl^  <;uiiii»lf  "Hci  .(iovoMior  and  Ju(l^^e 
ot  Jruperlor  Court  ot  >'f'v  York  unci  St'Cielary 
of  War. 


place,  souMi,  sanui  year;  from  Westville, 
by  Lovfll  Morse's,  in  17.-)4;  from  the  bridge 
at  ( Jlobe  Village,  north,  by  John  INFcKin- 
sti'y's,  in  ]75(i;  from  Lovell  Morse's  (then 
James  I )ciuii.son's)  by  Ualph  Harding's  to 
the  olhei'  road,  H-'jO;  ii\nn  Woodstock  line 
"souihof  Ool  Marcy's  new  sa\vmiir'  (the 
Nathan  Ihown  mill)  to  Joseph  (Mark's, 
1771;  fi'om  Woodstock  line  l)y  Alpha 
Morse's  to  Freeman  Pratt's,  in  1772;  and 
in  the  saim^  yeai'  a  shoil,  ot  road  from 

tlie  main  i-t>ad  in  the  village,  towards  the 
Marcy  mills  to  Charllon  line,  which  crossed 
between  Mi-.  I'ndcrwood's  and  the  old 
bridge. 

These  are  all  the  roads  f  noticed  in  look- 
ing over  the  rt^coi-ds  of  St  urln-idge. 

It  now  remains  for  me  to  speak  more 
particularly  than  I  have  yet  done  of  some 
of  the  lu'st  settlers  in  ditferenl  parts  of  the 
town,  and  although  Ibis  portion  of  the  sub- 
ject may  apixjai'  to  have  beloiig(^d  more 
pi'operly  to  the  commenceiiu'iit,  I  have 
thought  proper  to  introduce  it  at  the  close 
of  this  lectui'c,  I  must  tlieref(jt  for  a  few 
moments,  ask  you  to  go  back  a  little  more 
than  a  century  among  our  ancestors. 

You  will  rL'collect  that  on  a  former  oc- 
casion I  stated  that  the  settlement  of  this 
town  and  Sturbridge  was  commenced  in 
17:{1  and  ]l'o2.  So  faraslcan  ascertain, 
the  four  (irst  ptu'sons  who  arrived  \\'ere 
Joseph  Smith,  James  Dennison,  Joseph 
(Jheiiey,  and  David  Morse,  M'hich  was  in 
l7-'>0or  17.il.  1  think  David  Morse  began  at 
the  place  now  owned  by  Capt.  Mason,  as  I 
iind  that  in  17^7  Jonathan  Mason  bought 
of  him  land  "with  a  dwelliiii^  house",  that 
is  probably  a  log  cabin.  With  two  or  three 
exceptions,  I  shall  confine  myself  to  those 
who  are  known  to  have  remained  in  what 
is  now  this  town . 

James  Dennis(/n  then  was  tlu^  first.  For 
one  or  two  yeai's  he  made  bis  lonely  habi- 
tation in  a  kind  of  cave  formed  by  rocks, 
now^  to  be  seen  on  the  hill  east,  of  the  i-oad 
leading  from  Lovell  Morse's  by  Mr.  Denni- 
son WluH'lock's.  It  is  said  begot  alarmed 
at  som(»  noise  about  liis  premises  one  night, 
and  siii)|iosing  that  a  bear  or  some  t)th(M- 
j  animal  had  designs  unfavorable  to  him  ]\o 
I  (lid  not  aflei'ward  continue  there  nights. 

Mr.  D(Muiison  moved  his  wife  from  INIed- 
lield,  the  town  fr(nn  which  he  came, in  May, 
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1732.  ller  luiine  w;is  Expeiioiice.  Tlu' 
lionso  lie  had  pi  oparnl  tor  I  heir  icsiilciicc 
Avas,  and  a  pari  of  it  may  l)o  now,  slaiiding 
oast  of  Lovcll  Moi-se's.  On  tlie  ;51st  of  Au- 
gust, 17o2,  was  born  at  tliis  plare,  Exix'i  i- 
once  Dcnnison,  dauf;litor  of  James  and 
Experience  Dennison,  and  tlie  first  eliild 
l)orn  in  Sturbridge,  or  '"in  this  jjUicc,"  as 
tlie  ohl  record  states  it.  This  daughter  was 
tlieir  only  child,  and  she  was  afterwards 
married  to  Capt.  llalph  Wheelock  who  will 
be  more  particidarly  mentioned.  Mr.  Den- 
nison lived  at  the  place  before  described  un- 
til his  death,  the  time  of  which  I  have;  not 
been  able  to  ascertain. 

The  next  person  to  be  noticed  is  Col. 
Moses  Marcy.  He  was  born  in  Woodstock, 
jirobably  about  the  year  1700.  Knowing 
that  he  Avas  born  in  Woodstock  and  that  lie 
must  have  resliled  there  nearly  ;U)  years, 
I  conclude  that  Woodstock  was  settled  more 
than  30  years  before  this  placi;.  ^h:  JNlarcy 
came  to  this  place  in  Oct.,  17;>2,  and  first  re- 
sided for  sevei'al  years  on  the  noi  th  side  of 
the  river,  somewhere  between  the  bridge 
and  the  interval.  Previous  to  1740  he  re- 
moved to  the  place  where  Jedediah  Marcy 
now  lives,  and  about  that  lime  erected  the 
liouse  which  is  now  there,  though  it  has 
been  covered  since  and  probably  altered 
and  improved  otherwise.  This  was  the 
first  upright  house  built  in  town. 

Col.  jNfarcy  was  married  in  172."]  to  Miss 
Prudence  Morris.  There  were  some  things 
rather  romantic  in  those  days  as  well  as  in 
modern  times, in  matters  of  love,  courtship, 
and  marriage.  The  parents  of  Miss  Piu- 
dence  did  not  like  the  i)roposed  connexion 
between  Mr.  Marcy  and  their  daugliter  and 
in  order  to  secure  her  effectually  against  b's 
\isits,  they  shut  lier  uj)  in  a  cliamljer.  ]>ut 
as  much  as  they  miglit  tbuik  they  hud 
raised  her  above  bim  they  did  not  get  her 
quite  high  enough.  lie  went  in  the  night 
with  a  stick  or  fishing  rod,  and  knocked 
gently  on  the  window  \\  here  he  had  ascm- 
tained  she  was  confined,  a  summons  to 
which  she  immediately  attended  by  o])ening 
the  window.  At  this  interview  it  was  agrcuul 
that  he  should  depart  out  of  the  neighbor- 
hood to  a  place  called  Pim'-co,  and  she  was 
to  prcvail  on  her  parents,  her  lover  being 
gone,  and  no  longer  any  danger,  to  permit 
her  to  go  to  Pinilico  t(.  visit  her  friends. 


This  slu?  I'ffeeted  on  condition  that  the 
maid  .sei'\aul  oftliehou.se.  should  accompa- 
ny her,  to  wliieh  she  bad  no  obj*'ction.  Slui 
made  several  of  thes*',  visits,  and  it  need 
hardly  l)e  told  totliose  who  know  the.  arl- 
aud  ])(!iseveiaiice  of  true  lovers,  that  at 
these  visits  me;tns  \\ere  conliiNcd  to  eaj'ry 
on  the  eourlshii),  and  that  (be,  result  was 
Miss  Prudenee  became  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Mai'cy . 

('ol.  Marcy  was  for  18  years  town  clerk  in  ■ 
Southbridge,  and  by  reason  of  his  part icular 
care  in  recording  the  births  of  all  his  chil- 
dren, both  date  and  place,  I  am  enabled  to 
ascertain  some  facts  in  his  life  which  I 
could  not  othei  wise  obtain. 

lie  had  11  children,  4  sons  and  7 
daughtei's;  l)orn  in  Woodstock — the  last 
July  1,  r7.]2,  2  in  Oxford— that  is  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river,  and  4  at  the  place 
now  owned  by  Jedediah  Marcy.  Om;  of 
his  sons,  Jedediah,  lived  in  Dudley.  He 
was  falh  r  of  the  late  Capt.  Jedediah  Mar- 
cy, jr.,  of  tb's  town.  The  last  named  was 
father  of  ^ViHiam  Marcy,  etc.,  governor  of 
New  York.  Another  .son,  Elijah,  lived  at 
the  Brown  mills,  and  was  killed  by  a  fall  at 
the  grist  mill,  according  to  the  .Slur])ridge 
record,  Feb.  1,  1770.  From  this  son  are  de- 
scended Lemuel  Marcy,  father  of  Dwiglit 
S.  Marcy.  One  other  son,  Daniel,  lived 
first  on  the  south  side  of  the  road  near  tlu,' 
Columbian  pond,  and  afterwards  lived 
and  died  at  the  place  owned  by  Jacob 
Oakes.  He  was  fathei  of  the  late  Moi-ris 
Marcy  of  this  town;  of  this  other  son, 
Mioses,  I  do  not  know  the  history.  One  of 
the  daugbt<u\s  married  Richard  Dresser, 
grandfather  to  Harvey  Dresser.  One  mar- 
ried William  Plimpton,  one  Dr.  liabbil, 
sen.,  oneOershom  Plimi)fon,  sen.,  one  (Jen. 
Timothy  Newell,  one  Jonathan  Newell  of 
Leicester ;  the  other  daugliter  died  at  IIk? 
age  of  nine  years. 

For  busiu"ss  enterprise,  and  accumula- 
tion of  i>ro].(M  ty.  Col.  Marcy  was  undoubted- 
ly the  first  man  in  the  place.  He  ac(juired 
a  la.rg(^  amount  of  land,  which  after  many 
divisions  and  sub-divisions  has  descemhMl 
with  gri'atly  increased  x'ldue  to  some  of  hi.s 
posterity.* 

Jlv  was  also  a  man  of  much  influence  in 

*lle  l)mlt  the  lh>t  niMls  near  tliis  villiit;e,  and 
at  tlie  N'atbau  IJrowu  place. 
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public  affairs.  From  17;lS  to  1702  lie  was 
for  24  years  Jiioderator  at  every  animal 
town  meeting,  25  years  one  of  the  select- 
men, 8  years  treasurer,  ami  18  years  town 
clerk,  and  the  first  representative  to  tin; 
general  court,  in  IKM).  lie  died  Oct.  0,  177i>, 
not  having  lived  to  participate  in  the 
general  joy  of  the  nation,  at  the  glorious 
termination  of  the  revolutionary  M  ar. 

There  are  but  few  of  the  first  settlers  of 
whom  I  have  learned  many  particulars,  as 
their  families,  characters  etc.,  or  as  to 
the  time  when  they  commenced  ;  of  course 
they  can  only  be  mentioned  in  connection 
with  the  place  where  they  resided. 

The  first  resident  immediately  in  the  vil- 
lage was  Samuel  Friseman,  father  of  Col. 
Benjamin  Freeman.  He  resided  at  tlie 
house  above  the  elm  trees,  or  rather  at  the 
place  where  that  hotise  stands,  it  having 
since  been  altered  and  enlarged.  He  was 
a  blacksmith,  and  did  all  the  custom  work 
for  several  miles  around.  Ills  shop  was  on 
a  part  of  the  ground  now  occupied  by  the 
new  tavern.  He  began  about  1745,  and 
died  Dec.  31,  1772.  His  son  Benjamin  was 
also  a  blacksmith  and  kept  the  first  tavern 
in  this  place,  at  the  house  now  occupied  by 
Luther  Ammidown,  (unless  his  father  had 
kept  a  tavern  before  which  I  do  not  know.) 

Most  of  the  laiul  in  this  village  and  for 
some  distance  on  all  sides  remained  in  the 
hands  of  the  descendants  of  Col.  Marcy 
and  Mr.  Freeman  until  some  lime  since 
1801,  and  prior  to  that  time  no  additions  of 
buildings  Avere  made. 

The  first  settlement  of  the  Globe  village 
was  made,  as  near  as  I  can  ascertain,  by 
Aaron  Martin,  at  the  place  of  the  late  ^laj 
Samuel  Fiske,  some  time  about  or  b'  fore 
1738.  He  was  drowned  in  attemjiiting  to 
ford  the  river,  March  11,  1751.  There  was 
no  bridge  at  that  time  and  the  place  of 
crossing  was  some  distance  below  tlu; 
present  bridge. 

The  water  privilege  at  this  village  was 
first  occupied  by  Gershom  riinipton.  He 
was  born  in  Medfield,  January  14, 
1733-4,  and  came  to  this  place  in  1753.  He 
came  on  foot  with  his  pack,  gun,  and  am- 
munition, etc.,  and  on  his  way  killed  two 
partridges  which  he  sold  to  pay  his  first 
night's  entertainn\ent  after  his  arrival.  He 
was  a  clothier  by  tra.le  and  erected  works 


I  for  that  business  on  the  south  side  of  the 
road.  He  lived  several  years  in  a  part  of 
I  his  clothing  shop,  and  afterwards  built  at 
the  place  now  owutid  l)y  Henry  Plimpton, 
the  house  being  a  part  of  that  now  standing. 
He  afterwards  l)uilt  a  gi-ist  mill,  which  was 
con'iiuKMl  at  that  ])lace  until  1814.  In 
1758,Man.'h  2nd, he  married  to  Martha  Mar- 
cy, daughtei-  of  Closes  Marcy,  as  has  been 
befoie  mentioneil.  He  was  fond  of  hunt- 
ing and  (ishing,  always  kept  one  or  more 
hoinids.  and  occasionally  went  on  hunting 
excursions  almost  to  the  last  period  of  his 
life,  but  ne\'er  was  anxious  to  im-rcise  liis 
pi'operty.  H(!  at  lirst  purchased  about  1(H) 
acres  of  land,  and  made  no  addiiion  to  it 
afterwards.  He  died  .January  27,  1808, 
with  tlie  I'eputation  of  a  benevolent  and 
honest  man. 

There  A\ere  many  incidents  in  his  life 
which  would  illustrate  the  progress  of  set- 
th^nent,  etc., at  the  time,  but  lean  moition 
only  one.  Some  yeai's  after  he  began, 
probably  about  175(i.  there  was  nothing  but 
a  foot  path  from  this  place  to  the  old  Col. 
Cheney  house  (so  called )  which  was  near  the 
place  of  Larkin  Annnidown's  factory. 
Coniing  from  Col.  Cheney's  in  the  evening, 
aiul  when  near  the  place  of  the  Columbian 
factory,  he  heard  the  howling  of  wolves, 
not  far  from  him,  and  he  supposed  they  had 
seen  or  smelled  him  and  wei'e  collecting  to 
pursue  him.  It  may  be  imagined  that  his 
speed  was  soon  increased  to  its  maximum, 
and  being  very  active  and  swift  of  foot,  he 
in  a  ft'W  minutes  reached  Mr.  Freeman's  in 
this  village,  and  the  wolves  liad  to  make 
other  provision  for  their  supper. 

'I'he  place  on  the  hill  now  occupied  by 
Thomas  X.  Harding  was  commenced  by 
Jonathan  Terry,  from  Watertown,  some 
years  before  173^.  After  he  pui-chased  and 
had  made  some  improvements  he  returned 
to  WaCertown,  having  planted  some  corn, 
etc.,  for  a  crop  in  the  fall.  On  returning  to 
this  land  he  furnished  himself  with  half  a 
bushel  of  Indian  meal,  some  powder  and 
shot  intending  to  prociu'e  game  for  meat, 
and  to  liave  some  bread  or  Johnny  cake  to 
subsist  upon  till  his  crops  came  m.  These 
articles  he  brought  on  his  back  from  Water- 
town  and  anticipaU'tl  a  comfortable  living, 
but  imagine  his  disai)pointm*'nt  when  he 
arrived    and    laid    down   his  cumbrous 
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pack  on  opening  which  he  found  his  pow- 
der had  broken  loose  from  the  paper  and 
got  thoroughly  mixed  with  his  meal  and  so 
compounded  that  they  could  not  be  separat- 
ed. It  would  make  poor  ammunition,  and 
the  life  of  many  a  partridge  and  rabbit  .was 
saved  by  this  accident,  but  still  he  conclud- 
ed it  would  do  for  bread,  and  as  for  meat 
he  could  get  some  from  the  river,  and  sus- 
tained by  liis  fortitude  and  industry  he  got 
along  comfortably  through  the  season.  He 
returned  to  Watertowu  for  several  winters 
until  he  got  ready  for  housekeepiug,  when 
lie  married  Martha  Morse,  daugliter  of 
Joseph  Morse. 

The  house  which  he  built  was  burned 
about  the  year  1805,  being  then  owned  by 
the  youngest  son,  Jonathan,  and  this  is  the 
only  dwelling  house  I  have  ever  known  to 
have  been  burned  in  this  town. 

The  place  now  owned  by  John  McKinstry, 
as  was  also  the  land  of  Henry  IMimpton, 
was  first  owned  by  llezekiali  Ward  of 
JSouthboroiigh,  probably  the  same  person  1 
formerly  mentioned  as  being  one  of  the  tirst 
petitioners  for  the  grant.  William  McKin- 
stry, grandfather  of  John  McKinstry,  pur- 
chased of  Mr.  Ward,  January  15, 1748.  lie 
was  born  in  Ireland,  Oct.  G,  1722,  in  1741  en- 
listed on  board  a  merchant  vessel  to  sail 
from  Liverpool  to  Boston,  at  20  shillings  per 
month,  payable  on  his  return,  and  1«  shil- 
lings advanced  as  bounty.  He  landed  at 
Boston,  August  15th,  and  not  liking  his 
service  and  the  treatment  he  received 
from  his  captain,  he  nsolveJ  to  reuuiin  in 
New  England,  and  on  the  25th  of  August 
followed  a  country's  team  out  of  the  town, 
whence  he  proceeded  to  Medliekl.  He  was 
suspected  as  a  runaway  aiul  found  no  one 
to  encourage  him  till  he  arrived  at  the  house 
of  William  Plimpton,  father  of  (iersliom 
Plimpton  before  mentioned,  who  received 
him  into  his  family,  treated  him  kindly, anil 
employed  him  to  labor  on  his  farm  7  years. 
The  kindness  and  hospitality  he  received 
from  Mr.  Plimpton  were  gratefully  remem. 
bcred,  and  so  often  and  particularly  spoken 
of  that  all  the  circiunstances  have  lived  in 
the  memory  of  his  descendants  who  still 
participate  in  the  feelings  of  their  ancestor 

Mr.  McKinstry  at  lirst  lived  for  some 
years  in  a  kind  of  log  hut  such  as  the  young 
men  of  that  time  used  for  their  dwellings 


when  they  kept  "Bachelor's  liall."  It. 
was  situated  west- of  the  road  towards  the 
brook,  and  he  had  for  his  companion  Capt. 
Balph  Wheelock,  who  first  began  and 
cleared  a  few  acres  on  the  north  part  of  the 
farm  now  owned  by  Henry  Plimpton.  Mr. 
Wheelock  afterwards  in  Marc]i,175S,  sold  to 
Getshom  Plimpton,  having  January  24th, 
1751,  married  the  only  daughter  of  James 
Dennison,  being  as  before  stated  the  first 
child  born  in  the  town.  Mr.  McKinstry 
was  married  to  Mary  Morse,  daughter  of 
Joseph  Morse,  January  JJOth,  1751,  aiul  died 
Nov.  12,  1705,  aged  73. 

As  a  specimen  of  agricultural  experi- 
ments it  may  be  mentioned  that  Mr.  ^NIc- 
Kinstry  and  Mr.  Wheelock  thought  it  would 
be  an  improvement  to  their  crop  of  corn,  to 
maniu-e  the  hills  with  dry  leaves,  but  after 
wiiiting  anxiously  to  witness  the  rcvsult  in  a 
rapid  growth,  they  fotuul  it  did  not  come  up, 
as  the  term  is,  the  leaves  having  rather 
strong  anii-vegetating  (lualiiies.  They  of 
course  were  under  the  necessity  of  digging 
up  the  corn,  taking  out  the  leaves,  and 
waiting  till  late  in  the  season  or  tnitil 
another  year  for  an  improved,  or  even  an 
ordinary  crop  of  corn. 

Mr.  Wheelock  inherited  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  land  of  Mr.  Dennison.  He 
was  for  many  years  treasurer  of  the  town  of 
Sturbridge.  Ilis  life  was  extended  far  be 
yond  those  of  his  associates,  the  first  settlers 
of  the  town.  He  had  seen  the  acts  of  four 
generatiotis,  and  was  the  last  of  his  race. 
He  died  Dec.  28.  1822,  at  the  age  of  <)(>,  and 
at  or  neai'  the  place  where  his  father  in  law 
Dennison  had  resided. 

His  lirst  wife  died  Oct.  12,  17()(),  and  he 
married  Experience  Ch-any,  8iept.  12,  17<)(!. 
The  number  of  his  children  was  15,  and 
yet  for  so  large  a  number,  but  few  of  them 
or  their  descendants  are  in  this  vicinity. 

The  place  owned  by  Capt.  Samuel  New- 
ell was  til  St  b(\gun  by  Isaac  Johnson,  a 
mechanic,  who  bought  one  acre  of  .loiuithau 
Perry.  It  afterwards  was  owiuul  by  dif- 
ferent parties  aiul  Doctor  Jamt'S  Wolcolt 
once  lived  there. 

The  farm  of  Peter  Dugar  was  first  set- 
tled by  his  father,  Charles  Dugar,  who  was 
a  son  of  Daniel  Dugar.  The  latter  was  a 
Frenchman,  and  came  to  this  place  from 
Nova  Scolia  in  the  time  of  the  old  French 
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war,  not  wisliing  to  engage  in  the  war,  but 
remaining  neutral.  In  tliose  days  it  is  said 
that  very  many  foreigners  who  arrived  in 
tliis  country  were  in  a  liabit  of  calling  upon 
Col.  Marcy  as  a  kind  of  patron  and  prott-ei- 
or,  he  being  of  Irish  descent.  Daniel  Dugar 
came  with  his  family  to  Col.  Marcy's  and 
lived  in  a  part  of  his  mill  for  several  years. 
At  the  termination  of  hostilities  between 
France  and  England,  in  Mhich  the  latter 
acquired  possession  of  Canada,  the  king 
made  a  grant  of  land  to  all  the  French  who 
liad  been  neutral  during  the  war.  Old  Mr. 
Dugar,  preferring  the  langutige  and  society 
of  his  own  countrymen,  returned  to  Cana- 
da with  all  his  family  except  his  son  Charles, 
whom  no  entreaties,  temptations,  or 
threats  could  induce  to  return  with  the 
family;  they  even  took  all  his  Avages  he 
had  earned  during  this  season  in  working 
for  Col.  Cheney,  aiul  all  his  clothes  except- 
ing those  he  wore,  hoping  thereby  to  in- 
duce him  to  follow  them;  but  he  would 
not  go.  The  fact  was  he  had  fallen  in 
love  with  Miss  Sarah  Chubb,  and  as  he 
expressed  it,  "I  would  not  leave  my  Sarah 
for  father,  mother,  brothers,  and  sisters"  ; 
and  he  did  not.  lie  was  married  to  "his 
Sarah"  May  14,  1707;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
of  the  truth  of  this  relation,  or  of  his  sin- 
cere affection  for  ]\Iiss  Chubb;  for  at  her 
funeral  I  saw  the  old  man  benil  over  her 
corpse,  and  for  a  long  time  weep  and  give 
utterance  to  his  grief  and  lamentation. 

While  the  family  of  old  Mr.  Dugar  lived 
in  Col.  Marcy's  mills  the  lads  and  lassies 
of  that  day,  the  children  of  Mr.  Marcy,  Mr. 
Truman,  etc.,  used  to  have  jolly  times  in 
visiting  the  family  of  the  ''old  Frenchman" 
as  lie  was  called;  and  many  a  winter  even- 

j  ing  was  passed  oft  with  such  plays  ami 
amusements  as  were  fashionable  at  that 
time;  and  the  friendship  then  contracted 
was  afterwards  maintained  between  these 
families  and  Mr.  Charles  Dugar.  One  of 
the  daughters  of  Col.  Maicy,  wife  of  (Jen, 
Newell,  always  continued  her  visits  to  Mr. 
Dugar's,  in  some  of  the  earliest  of  which, 
to  show  the  custom  of  those  times  com- 
pared with  the  luxury  and  refinement  of 
the  present  day,  it  may  be  s'ated  tliat  she 
occasionally  took  a  social  drink  with  her 
old  fri^-nd  in  the  tthcll  of  a  (joose  c</(/,  in- 

I    stead  of  our  double  Hint  cut  glass  tumblers. 


Mr.  Dugar  had  to  pay  for  his  land  the 
second  time,  the  first  title  not  being  good — 
as  was  the  case  in  many  instances  in  Charl- 
ton; yet  he  by  industry  and  perseverance 
ac(]uired  and  paid  for  a  good  farm,  and 
was  lespected  and  esteeined  as  a  good 
neighbor,  generiius  io  the  poor,  and  always 
a  social  companion. 

I  now  pass  to  the  village  called  Westville. 
That  settlement  was  commenced  sometime 
about  or  previous  to  H-'W,  at  two  places; 
one  now  owned  by  Trislrain  S.  Wheelock, 
by  Dea,  ICdward  Foster,  lie  was  grand- 
father of  the  present  Alpheus  and  Flias 
Foster — was  one  of  the  first  deacons  of  the 
church  in  Sturbridge.  He  prepared  the 
first  water  privilege  at  that  place  some  di.s- 
tance  above  the  present  dam.  He  died 
Feb.  9,  1775.  The  other  person  was  Dan- 
iel Plimpton,  father  of  the  late  Capt.  Ellas- 
and  Lieut.  John  riimpton;  and  his  house 
was  at  the  place  of  the  widow  of  Ellas 
Plimpton.    He  died  June  10,  1777. 

The  place  of  Capt.  Abel  Mason  was  be- 
gun by  his  grandfather,  Jonathan  Morse 
from  Dedhani,  in  17:>S.  I  think  a  small 
beginning  was  made  before  by  iMr.  David 
Moi'se,  as  1  find  a  deed  from  the  latter  to 
the  former  at  that  time,  of  land  "with  a 
dwelling  house." 

From  a  person  who  some  years  since  had 
an  interview  willrthe  late  Capt.  Abel  Ma- 
son, Sen.,  for  the  purpose  of  making  in- 
quiries, I  have  the  following  facts: 

When  Mr.  Jonathan  Mason  first  came  to 
the  place  beai's,  wolves  and  deer  A\ere 
numerous,  and  made  depi-edations  upon 
the  fiocks  of  cattle  and  sheei)  and  fields  of 
grain.  Tbe  people  were  in  the  habit  of 
attending  meeting  at  all  times  when  it  was 
possible  to  go.  Mr.  Mason,  and  those  in 
his  nelghboi-hood,  had  to  travel  5  orO  miles 
through  the  woods  and  ford  the  Quinebaug 
in  the  sunnner;  and  they  sometimes  felled 
trees  across  to  pass  upon,  which  would  re- 
main until  carried  oil"  by  freshets.  In  Nvin- 
ter  the  men  of  one  neighljorhood  assem- 
bled early  and  by  the  aid  of  snow  shoes, 
or  rackets,  beat  a  track — all  going  single 
file.  The  women  and  children  would  fol- 
low ami  mothers  often  carried  young  chil- 
dren iu  their  arms,  'i'bc  farm  of  Dea.  Ja- 
son Slorse  was  commenced  by  Mr.  Joseph 
]Morse  w  ho  came  trom  Sherburn.    He  \\  as 
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grandfather  of  the  present  Jason  Morse. 

The  other  first  settlers  in  tliat  part  of  llie 
town  were  Jolm  Marsli,  wliere  Grosvenor 
Marsli  resides;  Samuel  Ellis,  at  the  place 
of  Dwight  S.  Marcy;  Joshua  llMrding,  at 
the  farm  of  Ralpli  Harding;  William  Hat- 
field, at  the  pla<?e  now  owned  by  John 
Marsh;  Joseph  Mason,  at  Sylvanus  Cham- 
berlain's. 

In  other  parts  of  the  town  the  first  inhab- 
itants were  Hinsdale  Clarke,  at  Isaac  A. 
Newell's;  Moses  Clarke,  at  Lemuel  Clark's; 
Roland  Clarke,  at  Jos^-ph  Clark's;  Benja- 
min Dix,  at  the  pkice  now  owned  by  Mr. 
Jackson,  (but  he  bought  after  some  im- 
provements of  John  Bike);  Ichabod  liob- 
bins  began  at  the  place  of  Moses  Mason; 
Elijah  Harding  at  the  place  of  Lieut,  Oli- 
ver Mason,  and  on  the  Parker  Morse  hill, 
Martin  Spencer,  Sen.,  was  one  of  the  first; 
Comfort  Searle  bought  at  the  Baylies  place 
after  some  improvements  by  Mr.  Jackson. 

At  the  east  part  of  the  town  near  the  late 
Luther  Amniidown's,  Phillip  Amnudown 
began  about  the  year  1700,  having  moved 
there  from  another  part  near  the  Cheney 
farm.  He  was  father  of  Caleb  Aramidown , 
Esq.,  who  died  a  few  years  before  the  par- 
ish was  formed,  and  about  the  time  the 
meeting  house  was  built.  Elisha  Sabin 
began  at  the  place  of  the  late  John  Ammi- 
down,  now  owned  by  Lewis  Ammidown. 
He  served  in  the  French  war. 

At  the  south-east  part  of  the  town  which, 
was  settled  at  a  later  period  than  the  other 
parts,  the  first  inhabitants  were  Joseph 
Ammidown,  father  of  the  present  Cyrus 
Ammidown,  and  brother  of  Caleb.  He 
lived  at  the  place  formerly  owned  by 
Cyrus  Ammidown,  which  he  purchased 
nearly  new  in  1779.  Jeremiah  Morse, 
father  of  Alpheus  Morse,  began  at  the 
place  now  owned  by  ^Mpheus.  in  17()4;  Eph- 
raim  Bacon  began  at  the  place  of  his  late 
residence  at  about  the  same  time;  Henry 
Pratt  at  the  place  of  Freeman  Pratt;  Dea. 
Daniel  Morse,  at  his  late  residence;  Joseph 
Barret,  at  the  old  house  east  of  the  road 
between  Corbin  Lyon's  and  Daniel  Morse's 
— all  these  began  new  some  years  after. 
Asa  Morse,  father  of  Parker  Morse,  first 
began  east  of  Daniel  JMorse's  and  after- 
wards moved  to  the  place  where  he  died, 
on  the  hill.    James  Dyer  began  at  Corbin 


Lyon's;  Moses  Marcy,  grandson  of  tlu^  first 
settler,  began  at  the  Luther  Smitli  place. 

One  of  the  first,  and  a  very  early  inhal)i- 
tani,  was  Col.  Thomas  Cheney,  who  l)e- 
gan  at  a  place  near  Larkin  Annnidown's 
factory.  He  was  a  large  land  holder,  a 
distinguished  public  man.  He  had  no 
children,  but  brought  up  his  nephew,  the 
late  Thomas  Cheney,  to  whom  he  left  a 
considei'able  part  of  his  propeity.  The 
place  of  the  late  Caleb  Ammidown,  on 
which  his  widow  now  lives,  was  com- 
menced by  Benjamin  Stone. 

The  section  near  Elisha  Morris's  was 
formerly  inhabited  by  negroes  and  was 
called  Xew  (jiuinea. 

I  have  thus  nanunl  most  of  the  first  set- 
tlers of  this  town,  and  with  a  few  facts 
connected  with  the  history  of  the  two  Mr. 
Fiskes,  I  trust  I  shall  be  ready  to  close  and 
relieve  your  patience. 

Henry  and  Daniel  Fiske  first  came  from 
Watertown  in  17ol.  The  lot  of  Heni-y 
was  drawn  near  Bookfield,  but  he  did  not 
like  it,  and  purchased  on  the  hill  near 
the  land  of  his  brother,  and  towai-ds  the 
south  end  of  the  hill.  While  chopping 
on  a  still  clear  day  he  heard  the  sound  of 
an  axe  to  the  south  of  him,  not  knowing 
of  any  person  located  in  that  direction,  and 
the  other  person  also  lizard  his  axe,  being 
on  the  south  side  of  the  river;  they  both 
proceeded  towards  the  sounds  they  had 
heard  to  the  bank  of  the  rirer.  each  fell 
a  tree  for  a  bridge,  by  means  of  which 
they  met.  The  other  person  was  James 
Dennison,  and  the  acquaintance  thus  com- 
menced was  kept  up  by  subsequent  inter- 
course. 

Henry  and  Daniel  Fiske  lived  together 
near  the  house  now  owned  by  the  Uphams 
on  Fiske  hill,  and  did  their  own  cooking 
seven  yeai  s.  They  went  to  Brooklield  on 
Saturday  night  to  get  their  washing  done. 
They  were  very  industrious,  hard  working 
men,  aild  in  order  not  to  lose  time  in  cook- 
ing they  usually  boiled  a  pot  of  beans  at 
night  which  answered  for  their  supper  and 
breakfast,  and  probably,  dinner.  On  one 
occasion  a  high  wind  blew  a  large  stone 
from  the  top  of  the  chimney  which  fell 
upon  their  pot  of  beans,  and  broke  it  in 
pieces,  s])illiiig  the  contents  into  the  fii'e 
— deranging  their    regular    meals   for  a 


iiisToin'  OF  souTiir.inrxn^. 


4, 


(lay  or  Iwo. 

When  thoso  inon  comiiionrod  llioy  found 
two  pliiecs  at  wliich  wore  tlio  remains  of 
fiidiau  corn  liills;  on«  near  wlien;  they 
fii  st  biiih.  their  huts,  the  other  on  the  north 
side  of  the  hill  Indow  Joshua  Mason's. 
These  were  the  only  plaees  \\  Iumc  traces  of 
Indian  a^rieulture  were  found. 

Henry  Fiske  \Nas  hoi'u  in  I7(»7.  (IIimI  17'.'(i. 
They  had  sixteen  ehil(li-(Mi  each;  the  only 
one  of  Henry's  now  h\ iuij,  in  this  s  icinii y 
is  (.'apt  Simeon  Kislcc,  fi'om  whom  I  ha\e 
obtained  many  of  the  materials  for  this 
narrative     He  is  no^\■  SI  ycai's  old  .  j 

Daniel  Fiske  was  hoi'u  in  lTOt>  and  died  j 
in  ITTfs  of  till'  small  pox,  which  he  look 
while  in  lioston  as  a  representative  of  Stni- 
hridi^e.  Of  the  ehildren  of  Daniel  Fiske 
there  are  now  live  <lau,ij;hters  li\ini4 — the 
oldest  7S  and  yoiini,M-st  70  years  of  a^c  and 
all  able,  to  do  a  i^reat  proportion  of  the 
work  in  their  familit>s. 

The  facts  which  1  have  in  a  very  loni?, 
ami  lu)  doid)t  tiresome  discourse,  endeav- 
ored        lay  hi'fore  \oi\,  would  furnish  a 


heme  for  niueh  comnuMit.  1  intended  tc 
lose  with  some  relle(Mion — eomiiarinu;  tin 
past  Avilh  the  pi'esent  and  urging  upon  tin 
jj^eutlemeii  now  in  acti\'e  life,  the,  youth  ii 
particular,  the  importance  of  i^nardiu; 
auaiust  the  thousand  daum,'i-s  incident  to  ; 
i;i-owini;  and  dense  iiopulation,  hut  thi 
cannot  lie  attempted.  I  will  only  thaul 
you  for  the  i)atience  with  which  you  hav 
attended  to  my  remarks,  and  ask  pardoi 
for  the  tax  ui)on  your  time,  ami  conclud 
l»y  sayim;  that  if  any  information  1 
c()inmiuiicatcd  sliall  ht;  of  any  value  in  j>r( 
portion  to  the  time  and  tiouhle  it  has  cos 
me  in  prei)aring'  it,  1  shall  he  satislied. 


N.)ri:  1852,— Thf'  foroj^oinp:  wa.s  written  unde 
an  apiioiiunieiit  for  a  partii-ular  time,  uiiitle  an 
fU'Cepled  without  a  due  consliteiatiou  of  tlii 
l  iliof  and  seaicniim  of  rooonls,  etc  ,  whi(;i 
would  1)0  ro(iuu'ed.  The  tiiue  beiu^i;  insiitlicien 
tor  the  woik,  it,  is  crude  and  ituperteiit  ii 
Mi'mer  and  ai rantiement  and  li  ivuit^  Ixion  talc 
en  lo  Hurlintiton,  Vt.,  N(!w  Yoik,  AlUany  am 
oiluT  places  tor  perusal  '>y  frieiuls  and  rels 
lives  of  my  own  and  other  nauu-s,  aiuou| 
whom  were  (J.  W.  Newell,  LOs(i.,  <ioy.  Marcj 
etc.,  wiio  kept  it  a  lou^  tinu^.  It  lias  wltli  it 
(»ther  d(diciencies  (piite  an  ant iijuariaii  appeal 
ance.  _M.  v. 


APPENDIX. 

SKETCH  OF  MR.  PLIMPTON. 


Moses  Plimpton  was  born  in  tliat  jjart  of 
Iturbridge,  Mass.,  which  substMniciiLly  be- 
anie Southbridge.    His  parents  were  CJer- 
honi   Plimpton   and    Keziali  Plimpton, 
anghter  of  Deacon  Daniel  Fisk  of  .Stnr- 
ridge.    He  married  Edna  Taylor,  ilaugh- 
)r  of  John  Taylor  of  tStnrbridge,  Nov.  2l\ 
5'21.    Seven  children  were  born. 
In  his  nineteenth   year  Mr.  Plimpton 
mghl  a  district  school  in  the  town  of  Mon- 
)n,  and  in  the  winters  f<»llo\ving  in  Charl- 
m  and  Sturl)ridge.    He  was  elected  town 
erk  of  Sonthbridge  in  ISi'O  and  held  the 
lice  for  several  years.    He  was  also  for 
any  years  a  member  of  the  school  com- 
ittee.    In  politics  he  was  a  whig,  and  was 
lite  active  in  the  military  service  of  the 
.ate.    He  was  a  member  of  a  battalion  of 
tillery,  1st  brigade,  0th   division;  was 
ade  sergeant  in  1821,  commissioiied  lien- 
nant  by  Uov.  Enstis,  in  1823. and  by  (iov. 
incoln,  promoted  to  the  captaincy  in  1S2U. 
He  was  engaged  agi-eater  part  of  his  life 
manufacturing  and  from  1821  until  1844 
IS  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Colnmbi- 
cotton  mills,  which  in  tbe  latter  year 
;re  destroyed  by  lire. 

For  some  time  after  this  he  carried  on 
e  Westville  mills,  but  left  .Sunthbridge  in 
11)  and  removed  to  Dracnt  and  from  there 

Somerville,  having  received  a  custom 
use  appointment  in  July  of  that  year. 

resigned  his  situation  upon  the  election 
Franklin  Pierce  to  the  presidency.  He 
,t  resided  on  Tremont  street  in  Boston. 
His  death  was  caused  by  injuries  received 
jbeing  violently  knocked  ilown  while  at- 
[ipting  to  cross  Washington  street  in 
Bton.    He  was  taken  to  his  home  where 


he  diiMl  the  following  night,  .September  1!», 
185-1. 

In  iiddition  to  being  a  prominent  citizen 
and  leading  manut;icturer,  Mr.  Plimpton 
was  a  disei  iminatiug  reader  and  was  judi- 
cious ill  the  selection  of  books;  many  that 
he  has  left  iji  possession  of  bis  children  are 
of  llial  eharacler  wiiieh  treat  upon  tbepiac- 
tieal  (piestions  of  the  times  rather  than  the 
ligliler  temples. 

He  was  i>ai  t icularly  well  read  in  political 
eeon<jiuy  andwas  a  strong  believer  in  a  tar- 
if  for  the  protiseiion  of  oui' home  industry. 
Taking  an  active  int(!rest  in  whatever  con- 
cerned the  welfare,  of  the  eommuniiy,  he 
was  one  of  the  foremost  in  promoting  the 
cause  of  temperance  and  be  delivered  lec- 
tures upon  this  as  well  as  on  o'liei'  topi'  S. 
He  aided  in  establishing  lyceums,  as  tln*y 
were  called  in  his  day,  and  (hibating  socie- 
ties and  became  a  memlxu"  of  the  \V^>rces- 
lei'  Agriculiural  Soeiety  in  18;;5>. 

In  Holuuvs  Ammidown's  Historical  Col- 
lections v\ e  find  tlu!  following: 

"  Durii  g  a  period  of  forty  years,  from 
his  early  manhood  i'v.w,  if  any.  e.\ 
cited  a  gi-eater  or  more  benelicial  inllu- 
ence,  in  this  town  than  he.  To  the  cause 
of  tempei'ance,  schools,  lyceums  and  relig- 
ion, and  in  fact  to  all  objects,  the  design 
of  which  was  the  eh^vation  of  the  peoi)le 
and  society  about  hinj,  he  gave  his  atten- 
tion and  active  >uppoi  t.  Although  not  hav- 
ing the  advantage  of  a  collegiate  education 
yet  he  may  be  proi>erly  called  an  educated 
man.'' 

COKIIIOOTIONS. 

In  March,  18-')G,  Mr.  Plimpton  delivered 
wliat  he  called  "three  lectures,"  before  the 
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Southbri(1f?e  Lyceum  or  Literary  vVssocia- 
lioii,  the  original  inaunsoript  of  \vl>ieh  was 
for  along  time  considered  lost,  but  \vlii(;h 
was  tiiuilly  found  at  the  i-ooms  of  the  New 
England  Historic  Genealogical  Socit^ty,  of 
which  he  became  a  niemher  two  years  be- 
fore his  death.  On  its  disc  very  a  copy  was 
made  for  the  al)ove  named  society  and  the 
original  given  to  Mr.  I'limpton's  family. 
The  type  for  the  witliin  re[)rint  was  set 
fiom  tlie  copy  kindly  loaned  us  by  the  His- 
torical (Genealogical  Socieiy. 

After  the  conclusion  of  the  work,  through 
the  courtesy  of  Manning  Ijconanl,  Es<j.,  we 
were  able  to  have  the  reprint  compared  with 
the  original.  This  com|)arison  disclosetl 
the  following  errata.  'Ve  are  indebted  to 
Hohnes  Anuniilown  for  the  engraving  of 
'  Mr.  ]'liinpton  in  this  vulumt;. 
Page  4,  col.  2,  line  20,  for  gulf  of  Lawrence 

r<;ad  gulf  of  ISt.  LatN  jcnce. 
*'   o.  col  1,  line  28.  for  legislation  read 

legislature. 
"   o,  col.  2,  line  12,  for  Georges  read  Geo- 

ges. 

"   7,  col.  1,  line  I,  for  the  others  read  ati- 
otluu". 

"   7,  col.  1,  line  18,  insert  merged  after 
soon. 

"   7,  col.  1,  line  1!),  for  of  Plymouth  lead 

at  Plymouth. 
"   7,  col.  2,  line  4,  for  iheii'  charter  read 

th  ;  chartei-. 
"   8,  col,  1,  line  Ki,  for  l(i()-"5  read  ll).");). 
8,  col  L  line  ;M,  for  corpoi;iti<m  read 
.in  corporation 
'■   8,  col.  2,  line  2U,  for  ihe  iucoipoia- 

tion  re  ul  i  s  iiK  orporauon. 
"   U,  col.  1,  line  '■>'■),   for  chairnu'n  leatl 

chainnu'.u. 

"   U,  col.  2,  Hue  l.j,  insert  (iust  before 

projectors. 
"   U,  c<»l.  2,  line  28,  for  written  reatl 

within. 

"    10,  col.  1,  liJie  4!i,  for  anything  read 
auywav. 

11,  col.  1.  line  12,  for  17;]  1  r(!ad  17;;8. 
"    11,  col.  1,  line  3 J,  instead  of  .Shuball 

Learned     read     Shuball  (Jorham, 

Thomas  Learned. 
'•11,  col.  1,  line  40,  add  Sanuud  Ellis. 
"    11,  col.  1,  foot  U(tte,  insert  and  after 

Daniel. 


Page  11,  col.  2,  line  4,  for  1078  read  1723. 
*'    II,  <'()l.  2,  line  22,  for  Marriam  read 
Miriiam. 

11,  col.  2,  line  28,  comma  after  gr. 
father,  and  no  paragraph,  The  sen- 
tence should  end  with  the  w<jrds 
centre  of  Southl>ridge  in  the  line 
below . 

IJ.  col  2,  foot  note,  line  5,  for  P.  2oJ 
read  V.  SM). 
'*    12,  eol.  J,  line  5,  for  IJ.  Oliver  read 
Doliver. 

12,  col.  1,  line  27,  insert  of  between 
s.  and  Joseph. 

*■  l;5,  eol.  2,  line  -10,  for  this  town  read 
the  town. 

"  1.'],  col.  2,  line  51,  for  informcfl  read 
informers 

"  14,  col.  1,  line  20,  ;idd  after  the  word 
.-eeond,  Similar  law  })ass' d  in  Conn. 
HV.'A). 

"    14,  c(jl.  1,  line  4o,  omit  the. 

"    l"j,  col   1.  line  10,  omit  for, 

"    10,  col.  1,  line  •")4  for  into  read  unto. 

"    IC),  col.  1,  liui!  48,  for  th(;ii'  reatl  the. 

Ki,  col.  2,  line  4,  omit  sauu; 
"    17,  col.  2,  line  Ml,  insert  therefore 

atti'r  matters. 
"    17,  col.  1,  line  48,  transp  )se  the  and 

tax. 

"    18,  col.  2,  line  Ml,  for  burying grouiuls 

read  the  singular. 
"    10,  col.  1,  lim;  M2,    omit   the  first 

yoinig 

•■  10,  col.  2,  line  M2,  for  Ivubin  read 
Peubin. 

•*   20,  col.  2,  line  27,  for  repie^entatives 
r-  ad  th(i  singidar. 
21,  c"l  2,  line  ."17.  for  measure  read 
nieasiU't'S. 

"   'J'J,  eol.  1,  line  10,  omit  was. 

"  2.i.  col.  1,  line  2,  for  rides  read  re- 
solves. 

"  2:;,  col.  1,  line  20,  for  Uobbing  read 
Ivobbius. 

"   2;5,  col.  ],  liiu;  4"J,  for  their  read  this. 
"   2M,  col.  2,  line  1,  insert  to  (b>  after 
nothing. 

24,  c(4.  1.  After  the  natne  Capt. 
Henry  (Mark  in  the  2.'!(1  line,  a  por- 
tion of  the  28th  and  20th  i)ages 
should  be  inserted,  beginning  with 
the  w  ords  "In  1787,  December  o," 
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(!tc!.,  and  ondiniT  vvitli  "and  Josfpli  j 
Shaw's." 

go.2t,  col.  1,  line  ");',,  insert  c|U()lal ion  : 
mark  before  J  si.  i  " 

2i,  eol.  '2,  line  21),  insert  (juotation  j 
mark  at'  er  nionrr  ers. 
25,  col,  1,  line  4,  tor  repnration  read 
separation. 
2'),  col.  2,   line  1(1,  tor  David  i(',a<l 
Daniel. 

2.*),  col.  2,  line  18,  for  Ehenezcu'  read 
Elea/.er. 

20,  col.  1,  line  :V,),  after  a;j;ceeal)le  in- 
sert to  tlui  snbjeets  of  it,  we  mii!,lit 
look  forward. 
2(),  col.  1,  line  15,  omit  selves. 
2(5,  col.  2,  line  S,  for  Panl  Kick  read 
Panl  Ki(di. 
27,  col.  1,  line  12,  insert  all  licforc 
obstacles. 

27,  col.  1,  line  ;>1,  for  deserves  I'ead 
discovers. 

28,  col.  2,  line  2;!,  foi-  Dui^an  read 
Dugar. 

28,  col.  2,  line  24,  for  Dngan  read 
Dngar. 

28,  col.  2,  line  25,  for  Dngan  read 
Dngar. 

28,  '  col.  2,    line   :)■',,    should  follow 

"Capt.  Henry  Clark,"  page  24. 
20,  col.  2,  line  ;)5,  insert  j.[  .i)tati()n 
mark  before  considerable. 

31,  col.  1,  line  l:],  insert  semicolon 
after  Perry,  and  change  weie  to  was 
in  the  line  below. 

32,  col.  1,  line  2:5,  visits  sliould  l)e 
singular. 

32,  col.  1,  line  2S,  insert  of  live  after 
committee. 

33,  col.  1,  line  51,  for  1852  read  1822. 
33,  col.  2,  line  2;>,  for  one-sixth  i-ead 

one-sixteenth. 

33,  add  to  tlie  foot  note,  "and  it  has 
for  years  been  almost  forgotten." 

34,  col.  1,  line  2,  insert  after  district 


"called  the  Ammidown  dislric'." 
'•'A,  C(d.  2,   line  22,  for  Fiu'vei'  read 
'rniiMir. 

31,  col.  2,  line  2('),  for  Daniel  Marten 

I  I'ad  David  Martin  . 

;55.  col.  I,  line  2lt,  for  Member  read 

Miimrer,  aftei-  wrangling. 
35,  eol.  2,  line  37,  Add  "and  the  rash 

contention  of  deinag02;ues." 
30,  col.  1,  line  In,  foi-  Kev.  Henry  1. 

Lamb,  read  Uev.  Henry  J.  Lamb. 
37,  eol.   2.   line    11,  for   death  voinl 

deaths. 

3(i.  eol.  2,  line  13  foi'  inhabitants  i-ead 

intermeiiis. 
.3(1,  eol.  2,   line  .3s,  insei't  he  befoie  ; 

eo)nineneed.  A 
37,  eol.  1,  line  41,  for  /eba.read  Ziba. 
37.  eol.  1,  line  43,  insert  was  after  it. 
.37,  eol.  2,  lin(^  17,  for  the  read  this. 
37,  eol,  2.  line,  4(t,  for  out  I'cad  account. 
37,  col.  2,  line -hi,  tor  Jusiah  1.  Fisk(>,  ' 

read  Jo.si;ih  d.  h'iske. 

Same  liiu',  for  l''ranees  I'ead  1^'rancis. 
3.s^  (•()l.  2,  line  211,  omit  comma  ami  add 

ea<'h  after  h(n'ses. 
311,  coll.  1,  line  S,  for  a.ssoeiation  read  i 

plural.  j 
31),  eol.  1,  line  50,  for  1  read  P.  ! 

40,  C(»l.  2,  line  12,  for Southbiidge,  i-ead* 
Sturbridge,  ^ 

-10,  eol.  2,  line  30,  for  this  other  son 
re;nl  the  other  son. 

41,  col.  2,  line  10,  for  this  read  his. 

42,  col.  1.  line  :i8,  insert  man's  after 
country. 

12,  col.  2,  line  ID,  insert  "they  accord- 
ingly plantetl  their  coi'u  upon  leaves." 

42,  col.  2,  line  31),  for  Oct.  12,  1770 
read  Oct.  21,  17(V).  , 

43,  col.  1,  line  3S,  for  Truman,  readj[ 

43,  col.  2,  line  34,  for  have  read 

44,  col.  2,  line  34,  for  fell  read  fell 


learn.  ] 
oiled.  I 
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